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NETANYAHU: 
BOLD, NOT BALD? 


Welcome to this 
week’s Trends 
Journal: 
"NETANYAHU: 


BOLD, NOT BALD?" 


This week’s cover depicts Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with his 
comb-over, leaving the question would his 
ego and war ravaging persona be as vile if 
he was bald? 


But that would require humility and 
character, which—like hair—Netanyahu 
lacks. 


Netanyahu became prime minister last 
year because he agreed to ally with what 
the mainstream media called right-wing 
extremists. 


His decision to impose the Judicial Reform 
act would strip power from the judiciary 
and hand it over to his Knesset. It sparked 
39 weeks of massive protests across Israel, 
which their media called a civil war. His 
critics noted that a weakened court would 
benefit a struggling prime minister who 
faced corruption charges. 


But when Hamas attacked Israel on 


October 7 and killed some 1,200 Israelis, 
and took hundreds as hostages, the civil 
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war is long forgotten. Netanyahu, who has 
billed himself as “Mr. Security,’ has since 
refused to take any responsibility for the 
attacks and, instead, pointed fingers as he 
launched the war against the Palestinians 
in Gaza. 


World War III began with the Ukraine War 
and has now escalated with the Israel War. 
If we don’t have Peace on Earth, the 
maniacs in charge will bring us Hell on 
Earth. 


Market Front 


The U.S. markets were lower today, but 
gold spiked. We explain why in this week’s 
ECONOMIC UPDATE section along with 
other major articles that forecast the 
economic future. Also, a retail recession is 
underway, and its implications are serious. 


Not a Happy Thanksgiving 


For all to see, the current events forming 
future trends are both dismal and 
dangerous. We the People must unite to 
bring Peace on Earth, Goodwill to All. 


Please do all you can to make a generous 
tax-deductible donation to support 
Occupy Peace and/or The Universal 
Church of Freedom, Peace & Justice. 


If you don't make a donation, please do 
anything you can in any way you can to 
promote peace or else World War III will 
escalate and nuclear annihilation will be 
on the near horizon. 


21 November 2023 


We wish you all a blessed Thanksgiving. 
Sincerely, 


Gerald Celente and the Trends Journal 
Team 
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TRENDS ON THE ECONOMIC AND MARKET 
FRONT 


ECONOMIC UPDATE - MARKET OVERVIEW 


As we had forecast back in November 2022, the U.S. equity markets would climb in 
2023, with the S&P 500 expected to increase at least 16 percent. 


As of today, the S&P 500 is up over 17 percent while the Dow and Nasdaq are up 5.3 
percent and 35 percent, respectively, for the year. 


The White Shoe Boy gamblers on The Street that have pumped up the U.S. equity 
markets have nothing to do with the reality on Main Street. 


The facts are there—for all who are not deaf, dumb or blind—to hear, understand and 
see the indisputable data. 
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Last week the Federal Reserve reported that 80 percent of U.S. households are in 
worse financial shape now than before the COVID War. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Of course the mainstream media and the people parrot the 
“official” line that it was a “pandemic,” which the World Health Organization declared 
on 11 March 2020 when the grand total of 4,219 people died of virus... out of 8 billion 
people. 


And since that time, just 0.7 percent of the world population allegedly died of the virus, 
so it was not a “pandemic.” 


However, absent the Fed’s household report, not a mention of the spiritual, financial, 
and economic damage inflicted upon the public across the globe as a result of 
politician’s draconian lockdowns... which we have continually detailed in The Trends 
Journal. 


According to Bloomberg, since the beginning of the COVID War, 80 percent of 
Americans have drained their savings and have less cash than they had before the 
“pandemic” started. 


Not only are the plantation workers of Slavelandia feeling it in their pocket, it’s also 
hitting the retail sector. Indeed, from luxury to discount, as we have been reported, 
retail chain sales are slumping. 


Today American Eagle Outfitters stock (as we go to press) slumped 17 percent after 
reporting lower than expected sales for the last quarter and a dim outlook for the 
holiday season. Abercrombie & Fitch, Best Buy, Lowe’s, Kohl's, and Target have all 
cut their sales forecasts for fourth quarter sales. 


The National Retail Federation predicts that holiday sales will increase around 4 
percent this year. However, that number is not adjusted for inflation. With core inflation 
at around 4 percent, the sales will be flat at best. However, when putting in the real 
inflation number, according to Shadowstats rates, inflation is actually double the 


“official” number. And by the expected weak holiday sales, consumers are feeling it in 
their pocket. 


Indeed, while the claims that inflation is falling, the reality is that wages, as we have 
been reporting, are not keeping up with inflation and the CPI numbers are rigged since 
they were reformulated, thus the inflation rate is much higher than what is “officially” 
being reported. As Investopedia notes: 


Over the years, the methodology used to calculate the CPI has undergone 
numerous revisions. According to the BLS, the changes removed biases that 
caused the CPI to overstate the inflation rate. The new methodology takes into 
account changes in the quality of goods and substitution. Substitution, the 
change in purchases by consumers in response to price changes, changes the 
relative weighting of the goods in the basket. 


The overall result tends to be a lower CPI. However, critics view the 
methodological changes and the switch from a COGI to a COLI as a purposeful 
manipulation that allows the U.S. government to report a lower CPI. 


With less money to spend and interest rates still high, today it was reported that home 
sales in October in the U.S. were down 14.6 percent from year over year. Yet, 
according to the National Association of Realtors, the median price for an existing 
home sold in October was $391,800...up 3.4 percent from a year ago ($378,800). 
Inflation is not going down: With supply down, some 28 percent of homes sold above 
their list price. 


But here we are with home prices spiking, they are not added into the rigged CPI 
numbers. According to the Congressional Research Service; “Despite the heft of the 
housing category in the calculation of the CPI, BLS does not include housing units 
(i.e., the actual buildings) in the CPI market basket. 


TREND FORECAST: From Asia to the EU, from developed to underdeveloped 
countries, economies —as we detail in this and previous Trends Journals —are 
slumping and/or sinking into recession. As we had forecast when consumer spending 
in the service sectors was climbing during the summer season in the Northern 
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Hemisphere, the people were in a summer state of mind and wanted to have a good 
time... but across the manufacturing spectrum, the numbers were in negative territory. 
Thus, the reality had already hit that consumers would be buying less retail products. 


Now with the Israel War raging and it spreading to Lebanon and Syria, should Israel 
and the United States engage in a military confrontation with Iran, Brent Crude will 
spike to above $130 per barrel... which in turn will crash equity markets and the global 
economy. 


TREND FORECAST: While the minutes released today of the recent Federal Reserve 
meeting suggest that they will not be cutting interest rates anytime soon if inflation 
remains well above their 2 percent goal that they made up in 2012, we disagree. 


Again, with signals for a slowdown in consumer spending—which accounts for nearly 
70 percent of U.S. GDP—we forecast the Fed will hold interest rates where they are 
and begin to lower them in the run-up to the 2024 race to the White House. Indeed, 
with the former Fed Head Janet Yellen now playing the role as U.S. Treasury Secretary, 
it is clear that the Bankster Bandits are running the U.S. money game and they will do 
all they can to stay in power. 


LAST WEEK: INFLATION SLOWS, STOCKS SURGE 

U.S. equity markets rose again last week after 14 November’s inflation report showed 
price gains continuing to slow, dropping from 3.7 percent in September to 3.2 percent 
last month. 

Investors are gaining confidence, verging on certainty, that the U.S. Federal Reserve is 
done raising interest rates for the foreseeable future and that the nation’s economy is 


gliding to the “soft landing” that will bring inflation to heel without causing a recession. 


For the week, the Dow Jones Industrial Average climbed 2.01 percent. The NASDAQ 
shot up 2.76 percent and had grown by 7.1 percent over the previous 30 days. 
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The Standard & Poor’s 500 index ended the week up 2.4 percent, booking its third 
consecutive positive week. It has risen in 13 of the past 15 trading sessions and has 
expanded by 7.6 percent this month through 19 November. 


The Russell 2000 index of small-cap stocks, which is seen as more sensitive to 
interest rates than the three main indexes, soared 5 percent last week. 


From Monday through Thursday last week, investors poured $7.6 billion into Invesco’s 
QQQ exchange-traded fund (ETF), which tracks the tech-focused NASDAQ 100. The 
influx was more money than the fund has taken in any other week since it opened in 
1999, Bloomberg reported. 


Tech stocks are seen as being especially sensitive to interest rates. 


In the past two weeks, junk-bond ETFs also have gathered a record influx of cash. If 
interest rates do not rise again, more companies with junk-level credit ratings are likely 
to survive and make their interest payments. 


Also cheering investors, 80 percent of companies reporting third-quarter earnings 
have beaten analysts’ estimates, the best such record since 2021’s second quarter, 
The Wall Street Journal said. 


The yield on the 10-year treasury bond ticked down from 4.444 percent Thursday to 
4.441 percent Friday. The yield surpassed 5 percent in late October, which drained 
money from stocks and dragged down bond prices. Yields now seem to be stabilizing. 


Gold’s continuous contract price grew by 2.7 percent, trading at $1,983.57 at 5 p.m. 
U.S. EST on 17 November. 


After crashing down below $77 on 16 November, Brent crude oil’s price recovered the 
next day to trade at $80.61 at 5 p.m. U.S. EST on 17 November, ending the week flat. 
West Texas Intermediate, the standard for U.S. domestic pricing, dropped 1.1 percent 
over the week to $75.69. 


Oil prices slid on news of rising production and larger inventories. 
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Bitcoin moved down 1.1 percent to trade at $35,982.20 at 5 p.m. U.S. EST on 17 
November. 


Abroad, markets celebrated the U.S.’s good news. 


The London FTSE 100 was up 1.95 percent for the week. The all-Europe Stoxx 600 
jumped 2.47 percent. 


The Japanese Nikkei 225 gained 2.34 percent. South Korea’s KOSPI added 1.59 
percent. 


The Hang Seng index in Hong Kong rose 1.11 percent. China’s mainland CSI 
Composite lost less than 0.1 percent. The tech-heavy SSE Composite managed to 
rise 0.34 percent. 


YESTERDAY: MARKETS STAY ON SUGAR HIGH 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 203.76, or 0.58 percent, to 35,151.04 and 
the S&P 500 was up 33.36, or 0.74 percent, to 4,547.38. The Nasdaq Composite was 
also up 159.05, or 1.13 percent, to 14,284.53. 


Investors were still on their sugar high from last week after data showed inflation 
eased more than expected in October, raising new hopes that the Fed could pull off a 
soft landing while trying to bring down inflation. 


Elsewhere, London’s 7.89, or 0.11 percent, to 7,496.36 and the STOXX600 was up 
0.44, or 0.10 percent, to 456.26. 


In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei was down 197.17, or 0.59 percent, to 33,388.03 and South 
Korea’s Kospi gained 21.35, or 0.86 percent, to 2,491.20. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng 
was up 323.88, or 1.86 percent, to 17,778.07. China’s Shanghai Composite was up 
13.95, or 0.46 percent, to 3,068.32 and the Shenzhen Component was up 0.43 
percent. 
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TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has forecast that the Fed would continue to raise 
interest rates through much of 2023, and then lower them in 2024. Gerald Celente said 
the European Central Bank will also lower them to artificially prop up the economy. 


“In the U.S., they do it all the time in the run-up to the Presidential Reality Show,” he 
said. 


OIL: Brent crude futures settled up $1.71, or 2.1 percent, at $82.32 a barrel and West 
Texas Intermediate crude expired at $77.60, up $1.71, or 2.3 percent, according to 
Reuters. 


Oil has been on a losing streak over the past four weeks and the gains yesterday were 
attributed to OPEC+ sources telling the news outlet that it is considering further 
supply cuts, which is expected to be minimal because oil giants like Saudi Arabia have 
already cut so much. 

OPEC+ meets later this month. 

TRENDPOST: It is also worth noting that the U.S. dollar fell to a more than 
2-1/2-month low against a basket of its rivals, which is usually a boon for oil prices 
because it becomes cheaper in the foreign market. 


Industrial production is falling across the planet, which will be a drag on demand. 


All things are connected, and if the Israel War keeps expanding, oil prices could 
skyrocket and further destroy economies fighting to stay out of recession. 


GOLD: Spot gold was down 0.1 percent to $1,977.49 an ounce at 3:33 p.m. and U.S. 
gold futures settled down 0.2 percent at $1,980.30. 


Gold, which is non-yielding, is facing continued pressure from high-interest rates. 


Year to date, gold is up about 7.03 percent. 
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TREND FORECAST: Gerald Celente has said the only reason the U.S. dollar is strong 
is because of the high-interest rates. Once interest rates get lowered, there will be the 
Death of the U.S. dollar, which means gold prices will surge. 


BITCOIN: The world’s most popular crypto was trading at about $37,500 per coin and 
gained about 3 percent after it was announced that Argentina’s “bitcoin friendly” 
candidate won the presidency. 


Javier Milei will take office on 10 December. Milei has been very critical of central 
banks, which he has called “a scam,” according to Bitcoin Magazine. He said central 
banks are just a way that politicians “cheat the good people with inflationary tax.” 


He has said bitcoin solves this problem. The thought is that Argentina could join El 
Salvador and make bitcoin legal tender. 


TODAY: STOCKS LOWER AS TRADERS MULL FOMC MINUTES, GOLD JUMPS 


The Dow Jones Industrial Average closed today down 62.75, or 0.18 percent, to 
35,088.29 and the S&P 500 was off 9.19, or 0.20 percent, to 4,538.19. The tech-heavy 
Nasdaq was down 84.55, or 0.59 percent, to 14,199.98. 


The Federal Open Market Committee’s meeting from 30 October to 1 November 
showed most members believe monetary policy needs to remain in place while the 
Central Banksters try to get inflation back to the 2 percent target... a phony number 
that they made up back in 2012. 


Having not raised interest rates since July, the current overnight rate is between 5.25 
and 5.50 percent. 


This is expected to be a slow week of trading. The markets will be closed on the 
Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday and Friday is considered the quietest trading day of 


the year. 


Elsewhere, London’s FTSE was off 14.37, or 0.19 percent, to 7,481.99, and the 
STOXX600 was down 0.41, or 0.09 percent, to 455.85. In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei was 
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down 33.89, or 0.10 percent, to 33,354.14 and South Korea’s Kospi was up 19.22, or 
0.77 percent, to 2,510.42. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was up 44.18, or 0.25 percent, to 
17,733.89. China’s Shanghai Composite was down 0.39, or 0.01 percent, to 3,067.93 
and the Shenzhen Component was down 25.61, or 0.26 percent, to 9,997.09. 


TREND FORECAST: Never mentioned in the mainstream is the fact that the Office 
Building Bust is going to crash the banking system. 


OIL: The Brent crude contract for January rose 13 cents, or 0.16 percent, to $82.45, 
and the West Texas Intermediate contract for January fell 6 cents, or 0.08 percent, to 
settle at $77.77 a barrel, Reuters noted. 


Oil traders were considering Sunday’s OPEC+ meeting in Vienna that will likely include 
talks about future supply cuts. The Financial Times reported that leaders will also likely 
discuss the Israel War in Gaza, which could also influence production output. 


TRENDPOST: The oil market has, thus far, brushed off the risks tied to the possibility 
of a larger conflict in the Middle East. But as we note, should the U.S. and Israel get 
involved in a military confrontation with Iran, Brent crude will spike to $130 plus a 
barrel, which will in turn crash equity markets and the global economy. 


Brent hit a four-month low last week at $77 a barrel, which was even below levels in 
October 2022, when Saudi Arabia “first led the cartel in starting to reduce production.” 
However, considering the Israeli massacre of Palestinians in the Gaza strip, when they 
meet next Sunday, there is a wild card that they may cut production back sharply in 
hopes that the U.S. will force Israel to declare a ceasefire. 


GOLD: Spot gold last gained 1.14 percent to $1,99.76 an ounce, after earlier hitting 
$2,007.29, its highest level since Nov. 3 and gold futures were up 1.11 percent to 
$2,002.20, Reuters reported. 


Gold prices were in response to the FOMC minutes that showed members concerned 
that over-leveraged hedge funds could be vulnerable to Treasury market volatility, 
“which could force the central bank to step in to keep yields anchored,” which could 
ignite a significant rally in gold, Kitco noted. 
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TREND FORECAST: The U.S. dollar weakened today, which makes the yellow metal 
more attractive to foreign buyers. But we continue to see a lot of upside for gold given 
the horrible state of affairs in the world. Thus, we maintain our forecasts that gold and 
cryptocurrencies, especially bitcoin, will be the premier safe-haven assets. 


And, we maintain our forecast that the Feds will lower interest rates next year in the 
run-up to the Presidential elections. Making it clear as to who is in charge of America’s 
money machine, former Fed-Head Janet Yellen is America’s Treasury Secretary, thus 
they will do everything they can to boost the economy so they stay in power. 


BITCOIN: The world’s most popular crypto was trading lower at 3:15 p.m. ET, down 
589.10, or 1.57 percent, to $36,901.50. 


TRENDPOST: As the deadline for the Securities and Exchange Commission to make 
its decision on spot bitcoin ETF approval for some of the world’s largest financial 
institutions, traders seem somewhat divided on just how much impact an approval 
would have to the crypto’s price. Some say approval would make bitcoin pop while 
others repeat the old Wall Street mantra: Buy the rumor, sell the news. 


“The impact of one or more spot bitcoin ETF approvals are significant, as it will open 
up a massive opportunity for the wealth management community, which handles over 
a third of all wealth in the U.S.,” David Duong, the Coinbase head of institutional 
research, told Bitcoin.com. “Moreover, we think ETFs can potentially lead to new 
financial products (like lending and derivatives).” 
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FOREIGN INVESTORS LOSE APPETITE FOR U.S. TREASURY SECURITIES 


Investors abroad, especially those in China 
and Japan, have been eager buyers of 
U.S. treasuries as the U.S. Federal Reserve 
scaled up interest rates over the past 18 
months. 


———a 
No longer. 


The Treasury Borrowing Advisory Committee, a group of financial executives who 
counsel the treasury, have reported slumping demand not only from U.S. banks but 
also foreign buyers. 


Foreign purchases of U.S. treasury securities topped $400 billion a month for much of 
last year but now have fallen to about $300 billion, data from the Council on Foreign 
Relations (CFR) shows. 


Individuals in other countries, central and commercial banks, and other foreign entities 
now hold about 30 percent of U.S. government bonds, compared to 43 percent in 


2013, according to the Securities Industry and Financial Markets Association. 


Investors abroad sold a net $2.4 billion in long-term U.S. bonds in September, 
reducing their holdings to $2.5 trillion, the U.S. treasury reported. 


At the same time, the treasury has flooded the market with $2 trillion in new bond 
issues this year to meet the ever-increasing level of government spending. 


Earlier this month, markets greeted a new issue of 30-year bonds with indifference, 
spooking investors who feared falling bond prices. 


To ensure a larger purchase of new bonds, the treasury shifted to issuing a larger 
proportion of short-term bonds. Bonds that mature within two years are more popular. 
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“U.S. issuance is way up and foreign demand hasn’t gone up,” Brad Setser, senior 
fellow at the CFR, told The Wall Street Journal. “Some key categories, notably Japan 
and China, don’t seem likely to be net buyers going forward.” 


Net reductions from those two countries over the past 12 months have been offset by 
$214 billion purchased by European entities and $182 billion from Latin American 
investors, Goldman Sachs said. 


Still, “the foreign ownership of treasuries continues to decline and we expect that will 
remain the case for the foreseeable future,” Praveen Korapaty, Goldman’s chief rate 
strategist, wrote in a note. 


Japan is a special worry, the WSJ pointed out: investors and the central bank there 
hold more than $1 trillion in U.S. government securities, amassed to offset the 
country’s years of negative interest rates. 


When Japan’s central bank rates turn positive, many of those investors are expected 
to dump U.S. securities for domestic ones, weighing down the market with even more 
U.S. government bonds for sale. 


Central banks in particular have been dumping their U.S. treasury securities, the WSJ 
noted. 


As the dollar has strengthened, central banks have sold their American bonds and 
used the profits to buy their own countries’ currencies, taking more out of circulation 
and raising their value to keep up with the dollar’s advance. 


Foreign investors have not halted purchase of dollar-denominated securities 
altogether. For example, China bought a net $32 billion in mortgage-backed securities 
issued by the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp. this year through August, CFR data 
shows. 


TREND FORECAST: The higher the U.S. annual deficit, the more bonds the treasury 
will be forced to issue. That will hold down bond prices and pose competition to 
corporate borrowing. 
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The safety of treasury securities will draw a proportion of investors away from 
corporate bonds, hampering economic revitalization. 


80 PERCENT OF U.S. HOUSEHOLDS WORSE OFF NOW THAN IN 2019 


Four in five U.S. households see 
themselves as in a worse financial state 
now than before the COVID era, according 
to a U.S. Federal Reserve survey. 


The bottom 80 percent of households by 
income have smaller bank accounts, have 
largely depleted their excess savings 
accumulated during the COVID War, and report having fewer liquid assets now than in 
March 2020. 


The depletion of savings was “rapid,” according to Bloomberg’s analysis of Fed data, 
and “particularly stark” among lower-income groups. 


In contrast, the wealthiest 20 percent of households have savings 8 percent greater 
than before COVID arrived. The poorest 40 percent have 8 percent less in savings. 
The remaining 40 percent also reported somewhat smaller savings reserves. 


The excess savings that households amassed during the COVID period will be 
completely exhausted by the end of this year, according to the Federal Reserve Bank 
of San Francisco. 


In this year’s second quarter, overall net worth of U.S. households spiked by about 
$5.5 trillion, Fed figures show. The gains were attributable mostly to increases in home 
values and stock portfolios and disproportionately benefited wealthy households, 
which are more likely to own stocks, Bloomberg noted. 
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An array of government stimulus measures from 2020 into 2022 guaranteed a rapid 
U.S. post-COVID economic recovery. However, without those gifts and grants, “the 
long-term sustainability of a recovery is becoming uncertain,” Bloomberg said, 
“especially for those not in the top income bracket.” 


TREND FORECAST: Please see the implications of weakening households in our 
ECONOMIC UPDATE section in this issue of The Trends Journal. 


U.S. RETAIL SALES FALL FOR FIRST TIME SINCE MARCH 


U.S. consumers spent fewer dollars with 

ı retailers, gas stations, and vehicle 

= dealerships in October than in any month 
since March, the commerce department 

reported. 


Spending fell 0.1 percent in October 
compared to September, a month in which 
shoppers parted with 0.9 percent more dollars, topping a summer splurge. 


Economists in a Wall Street Journal poll had forecast a 0.2-percent dip. 


Excluding the three categories named above, October’s sales grew just 0.1 percent 
after averaging a 0.6-percent advance through the preceding six months. Screening 
out building materials and food services in addition shows consumers spent 0.2 
percent more. 


Softness in spending, coupled with slowing inflation and a stabilizing job market 


“indicate the economy is cooling after surprisingly strong growth much of this year,” 
The Wall Street Journal noted. 
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Sales figures represent dollars spent and are not adjusted for inflation. Decreased 
spending partly reflects decreased prices for some items, including electronics, some 
grocery items including milk and eggs, and used vehicles. 


Shoppers are cutting back discretionary spending to concentrate on basic items, 
retailer Target has found. 


“Consumers are feeling the weight of multiple economic pressures and discretionary 
retail has borne the brunt of this weight,” Chief Growth Officer Christina Hennington 
said in a statement. 


Discretionary spending makes up the majority of Target’s sales, the company said. 


Sales in Target stores existing at least one year, as well as sales on digital venues, fell 
4.9 percent during the three months ending 28 October, year over year, Target 
disclosed. 


Home Depot reported customers focusing on smaller projects at home, curbing 
spending on big-ticket, discretionary purchases. 


Still, economists believe the fourth quarter might be better than the third: early 
spending in the current quarter topped the third quarter’s average. 


However, high interest rates will continue to crimp hiring and consumer spending. The 
U.S. economy is not yet “over the river and through the woods,” the WSJ noted. 


TREND FORECAST: The fact that consumers have cut discretionary spending ahead 
of the holiday season indicates they finally have come to the end of their reserves. 
There is no more room on the credit cards and too little left in savings accounts to buy 
now as well as later. 


We have reported on Americans’ compulsive spending in articles such as “More 
Americans Unable to Pay Off Credit Card Balances” (20 Sep 2022), “Americans Drain 
Their Savings to Keep Spending” (11 Oct 2022) and “Credit Card Debt Nears $1 
Trillion, Sets Record” (7 Feb 2023). 
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Once the holiday spending season has come and gone, consumers very probably will 
be left with even less than they have now; inflation is still running above the U.S. 
Federal Reserve’s 2-percent target and the pace of wage increases is slowing. 


Because consumer spending props up some two-thirds or more of the U.S. economy, 
as shoppers have less to spend, the economy will slow and stumble closer toward 
recession. 


PRIVATE EQUITY FUNDS SNAPPING UP U.S. FARMLAND 


From 2008 through this year’s second 
quarter, private equity funds such as 
Manulife Investment Management and 
Nuveen have bought more than a million 
acres of U.S. cropland, according to a 
Reuters investigation. 


During that time, their land portfolios grew 
by 231 percent and the value of those holdings rocketed up more than 800 percent to 
$16.2 billion, according to data from the National Council of Real Estate Investment 
Fiduciaries (NCREIF), which monitors land holdings among the seven largest firms 
investing in farmland. 


Manulife owns 284,413 U.S. farm acres valued at $3.3 billion, according to the firm’s 
2022 report. Nuveen holds 751,000 acres at a value of $6.6 billion, its postings show. 


Acreage owned by foreign entities increased by 64 percent to more than 40 million 
acres from 2010 through 2021, the U.S. Agriculture Department (USDA) shows. The 


value of those holdings doubled to about $72.5 billion over the period. 


Farmland’s value has risen with inflation, leasing the land to farmers guarantees a fixed 
annual return, and has less risk of dropping in value than many other assets, the 
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equity firms told Reuters. Land values also grow along with the world’s rising demand 
for food. 


In 2050, the world will need 60 percent more food than today, thanks to a rising 
population, the United Nations has forecast. 


"It’s a hard asset. It’s like gold. It’s not going anywhere," David Gladstone, CEO of 
Gladstone Land, said to Reuters. His real estate investment trust owns 116,000 acres 
of almonds, blueberries, strawberries, and other crops in 15 states. The holdings are 
valued at about $1.6 billion. 


Over the past 25 years, NCREIF’s farmland index has averaged an 11.4-percent 
annual growth, compared to the Standard & Poor’s 9.3 percent, according to a recent 
presentation by Gladstone. 


The price of U.S. farmland climbed to a record $5,460 this year, the USDA reported, 
doubling from $2,700 in 2010. High commodity prices and strong demand for staples 
such as corn and wheat, among other factors, pushed land prices up, Reuters said. 


About 60 percent of U.S. farm acreage remains owned by the farmers who work it, 
according to USDA figures. 


The growing presence of private equity into agriculture worries several observers. 


With investors driving up croplands’ price, "what they’ve done is establish a new 
floor," Paul Schadegg, vice president of Farmers National Company, a farm 
management firm, said in a Reuters interview. 


High land prices can deter or prevent young farmers from entering the profession, 
communications director Tim Gibbons at the Missouri Rural Crisis Center said to 
Reuters. "If the next generation isn’t enticed to come back to the farm," he said, "then 
who’s going to own that land?" 


Lawmakers debated this year whether to curtail foreign farmland ownership, 
concerned that adversaries might buy land to exert political influence. The Senate 
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included a provision to ban farmland purchases by China, Russia, Iran, and North 
Korea in its version of the National Defense Authorization Act, which has yet to be 
reconciled with the House version. 


TRENDPOST: Saudi Arabia has bought land in Africa and South America on which it 
grows crops, especially wheat, to feed its desert-dwelling population. Without some 
form of control, the U.S. could see a growing proportion of its heartland crops 
exported to foreign governments before they ever reach the market. 


Again, across the spectrum; from banks, hedge funds, private equity groups, venture 
capitalists, retail chains, hospitality sectors, air travel, food manufacturers and 
producers, etc., the “Bigs” own it and the general population are nothing more than 
plantation workers of Slavelandia. 
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TRENDS mane THE GLOBAL SOUS FRONT 


WHEN THE ECONOMY FALLS JOBS GO WITH IT 


According to the data, get ready for consumers spending less money during the 
holiday season and according to the stats, holiday job hirings are down. Last week we 
reported that the National Retail Federation estimated that holiday hiring will fall some 
40 percent from 2021’s employment numbers while Challenger, Gray & Christmas 
reported that the number of publicly advertised seasonal positions slumped to the 
lowest level since 2013. 


Yesterday, CBS News reported yesterday that “Job search engine Indeed reports a 6 
percent drop in posts for seasonal jobs nationwide compared to 2022, but a 19 


percent increase in people looking for those jobs.” 


Thus, unlike during the COVID War when people got free money and didn’t want to go 
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to work, now they are looking for jobs but can’t find any. Welcome to week 62 of our 
job layoffs—a bad situation getting worse. 


Origin Materials - 30 percent 

Solera Holding Inc. - 44 

10 Roads Express - 66 

Hyliion Holdings - 175 

Elite Transit Solutions - 65 

UPS - 200 senior pilots accept severance packages 
Embracer - 5 percent, 900 

Vidyard - 20 percent 

Kongregate and Digital Bros. Entertainment - cuts reported 
Reach - 450 

TransUnion Credit Reporting Agency - 1,300 

C3.ai - Cuts reported 

American Medical Response Mid-Atlantic Pa. - 152 
Lakeland Community College - 66 

Update: Citigroup - 300 Senior Manager Roles 

Park University in Missouri - Lays off Faculty, cuts programs 
Thomas J. Henry Law firm - 100 

Zywave Inc. - 100 last week, moving jobs to Philippines 
Citigroup - Employees expect Management Reshuffle, Layoffs on Monday 
West Des Moines' GuideOne insurance - 43 

Sierra Space - 165 

Codeup - 31 

Cart.com - 4 percent of Corporate Workforce, ~25 
Matheson Flight Extenders in Sacramento - 124 

Schonfeld - 15 percent or about 150 

Tri-City Medical Center - Report of 100+ layoffs 
Salem-Keizer Public Schools Oregon - hundreds of layoffs starting in December 
Venus Fashion Inc. Jacksonville HQ - 129 

Alstom (International ) - 1,500 

Advance Auto Parts - 400, some at Raleigh HQ 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art - 20 

Unilever plants in Amityville + Farmingdale NY - 169 
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Atreca - 20 

Rockville biotech OpGen - Shrinks Headcount, scales down US Operations 
Choice Hotels Maryland HQ - 85 

Cognizant Technology Solutions - 88 in Scottsdale 

Chewy - confirms 200 


GOING OUT OF BUSINESS TRENDS 


` In recent times, the economic landscape 
has presented an array of challenges that 
j have profoundly affected the business 
* community. Some of the most significant 
A L Aa challenges include soaring inflation rates, 
TE e i escalating interest rates, looming fears of a 

.* ~ recession, and a tangible decrease in 

~ revenues for many sectors...all made 

worse by the COVID War which destroyed the lives and livelihoods of billions across 
the globe. 


The combination of these factors has created an environment where business 
sustainability has become increasingly challenging. 


Unfortunately, numerous businesses, from startups to established entities, have been 
unable to navigate these tumultuous waters. 


The following list details businesses that, due to the aforementioned reasons, have 
made the tough decision to close their doors. As we review this list, it is a somber 
reminder of the vulnerabilities inherent in the business world and the imperative need 
for adaptive strategies in an ever-evolving economic landscape. 


e Bay Area Target closes eliminating 200 jobs 
e 7 Boston Markets location in Connecticut to close 


e Kenny & Zuke’s Delicatessen in Portland Oregon 
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Salt Lake City School District recommends closing 4 schools 

Peekskill Brewery in Peekskill NY 

Barnes Jewelry in Wolflin Village in Amarillo Texas 

Damgoode Pies at 6706 Cantrell Rd. in Little Rock Arkansas 

Craft LA in Century City and Kinn in Koreatown Los Angeles CA 

LaRog Brothers in Tigard Oregon 

The Apple Store in the Royal Hawaiian Center in Honolulu HI 

Little Star Pizza in San Francisco CA 

Vegan restaurant G-Monkey in West Hartford CT 

Jim's Place 7900 Arlington Expressway in Jacksonville FL 

River City Apparel closing North Chattanooga store TN 

The Rib and Loin in Hixson TN 

Greer Jewelers in Abingdon VA 

Simply Southern in Belmar NJ 

Azteca bridal plaza in Phoenix AZ 

Chick-fil-A located in Columbus’s Peachtree Mall 

The New Balance store location at St. Clair Square Shopping Center IL 
Eagles’ Nest Early Learning Center located at 10655 Highway 119 in Black Hawk 
CO 

The Ron Herman store at 8100 Melrose Avenue Los Angeles CA 
Cheap Maggie's in Hoboken 

Roosevelt Elementary in Watertown SD 

Stay & Play Day Care Center No. 1 on Aldine Bender in north Houston Texas 
Diversions downtown Traverse City MI 

Veritas Wine Room on Dallas’ Henderson Avenue TX 

Fred’s Rubber Stamp Shop Marquette MI 

UPS store in Beeville TX 

IMBIB Eats & Drinks in Sparks NV 

Goobers Ice Cream located at 901 Broad Street in Milliken, Colorado 
Cambridge Warren Senior Living 

Bankruptcy: Amazon aggregator Thrasio prepares for bankruptcy 

Beer Can Alley in downtown Des Moines lowa 

The Esquire Theater in Denver may be closing 

The Paloma Exchange located on Grant Street in Buffalo NY 
Harrisburg School District PA - weighs closing as part of reconfiguration 
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e VideoLab in Orange CT 


Brown Derby Central, located at 506 S. National Ave in Springfield MO. 4 others 
closed in the recent months 

Abigail's Antiques and Other Diversions in Petersburg VA 

ADT closing Dallas solar sales facility - 53 Jobs lost 

Eddie V's Prime Seafood in River North Chicago 

Plano School District Texas - Realignment could = some school closures 
Loop Cafe announces closing of Windermere location FL 

RVs.com by Camping World announces Tyler location to close this Friday 
Desmond!’ Store for Men in Billings MT 

The Walgreens store and pharmacy in Parsons KS 

ProMedica Coldwater Regional Hospital to close its Labor, Delivery, Recovery 
and Postpartum depts 

Lutheran Social Services of Upstate New York plans to close Nursing Home in 
Jamestown NY 

Omega Artisan Bakery, in Columbus Ohio 

West Town restaurant Split-Rail in Chicago IL 

O'Lacy's Irish Pub on School Street in Batavia NY 

Sarcos Technology and Robotics Corp closing 

Bricks Cafe in Brentwood Tenn. 

Encanto Pops, Oak Cliff at 831 W. Davis St. in Dallas Texas 

Henry's Midtown Tavern in Atlanta GA 

Tanner’s Big Orange in Greenville SC 

Kenosha Unified School District Wis. - Identifies Multiple schools set for closure 
The Globe Theater in downtown Los Angeles closing? 

Rosenthal Interiors at 22 Fifth St. N. in Minneapolis 

The San Antonio Independent School District - voted to close 15 schools 
A.J.'s Diner, located at 122 Highway 52 in Fountain, Minnesota 

Pulaski County Special School District Ark. - Proposes closing their Virtual 
School at end of year 

Guilford County Schools NC - proposes to close 4 schools 

Fry's Spring Station Charlottesville VA 

Edgewood ISD Texas moves forward with close 2 schools 

Julianno’s at 2333 W. Markland Ave. in Kokomo IN 

Finch Sewing Studio and The Clay and Metal Loft, in Leesburg VA 
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Faubourg Brewing Company production is going to cease in New Orleans 
NIPSCO says it's closing its Gary business office, effective December 15 
Copper House Grill in Fairmont W. VA 

The Winston Cup Museum in Winston Salem NC 

Metropolitan Brewing in Avondale 

Snuffer’s Restaurant & Bar in The Shops at Highland Village Texas 
Ginsberg Jewelers in Cedar Rapids lowa 

Hobee’s site in Mountain View CA 

The Lucky Well in Ambler PA 

PizzaCo. 200 N. Main St Kokomo Indiana 

Bado’s Pizza Grill & Ale House in Mt. Lebanon 

Stewart's Shop on Manning Boulevard in Albany NY closing due to theft 
Family Dollar in Georgetown TX 

Once Upon a Child in Somers NY 

Mr. Hot Dog & More, 807 Pleasant View Boulevard Bellefonte PA 
Chinatown’s Flight Wine Bar in DC 

The Rustic Camo Boutique in Quakertown PA 

Bowen Jewelry Company in Lynchburg VA 

Mon Ami Gabi in Reston VA 

Bankruptcy: SGB Burger Opco and several different entities - Wendy's 
Franchisee 


OIL PRICES FALL CLOSE TO BEAR MARKET; SAUDIS, OPEC MAY CUT 
PRODUCTION FURTHER 


The price of Brent crude oil for December 
| delivery has collapsed from about $90 at 
the end of October to below $80 last week 
as global oil supplies rose more than 
-| expected. It traded as low as $76.79 on 16 
i November. A price of $75.48 would be a 
20-percent decline from September’s 
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high, meeting the definition of a bear market. 


West Texas Intermediate crude, which sets the mark for U.S. domestic oil prices, 
tumbled from an $88.77 peak on 17 October and bottomed at $72.26 on 16 
November. A price of $71.01 would signal a bear market. 


Both oils sank to four-month lows last week but rallied slightly on Friday. Brent traded 
at $82.04 at 5 p.m. U.S. EST on 17 November. West Texas Intermediate was pricing at 
$77.60. 


Exports from rising oil-producing star Guyana and from the North Sea are expected to 
boost global inventories even more in December; U.S. exports have been “surging,” 
Reuters reported. 


Russia also has increased its exports to raise cash, even though it had pledged to 
keep its export limit in place through December. 


U.S. oil inventory has spiked recently, especially at the crucial storage center in 
Cushing, OK. The supply on hand has shot up as refineries undergo seasonal 


maintenance, shutting off their intake of crude. 


While refineries’ demand will return in the new year, U.S. oil exports “have been 
leaping” with increased production, Reuters reported. 


Also, Chinese refineries processed less crude in October as domestic demand shrank 
from September. 


The unexpected surge in supply has overwhelmed fears that the Mideast war will send 
prices higher, analysts told Reuters. 


However, oil’s sagging price may not last long, many analysts expect. 
At its meeting scheduled for 26 November, Saudi Arabia is ready to prolong its 
million-barrel daily production cut into next year, the Financial Times reported. The cut 


is set to expire on 1 January. 
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The Saudis are considering an additional million-barrel daily reduction, the FT said. 


Maintaining the cuts and perhaps dropping production even more are partly to sustain 
prices but also are political in no small measure: Mideast OPEC members have been 
“galvanized” by Israel’s actions in Gaza, one unnamed insider told the FT. 


“You should not underestimate the level of anger there is and the pressure leaders feel 
from their populations to be seen to respond in some manner,” another anonymous 
source said to the FT. 


“People have become complacent about the potential to tighten oil supplies to send a 
subtle message, which would be well understood both in the streets and in 
Washington, DC,” the source added, although the person said there would be no 
1970s-level oil shocks that paralyzed Western economies. 


“While the oil market has largely discounted the conflict spreading, there are major 
risks, particularly on Israel’s northern border where a confrontation with Hezbollah 
could bring Iran into the conflict,” Helima Croft, chief commodities researcher at RBC 
Capital Markets and a former CIA analyst, said in an FT interview. 


“All eyes are now back at OPEC+ after the recent fall in oil prices, along with 
weakening crude curve structures and weakening economic statistics,” Bjarne 
Schieldrop, chief commodities analyst at Swedish bank SEB. 


“We believe that OPEC will ensure that Brent oil prices end up in a $80-to-$100 range 
in 2024 by ensuring a moderate deficit and leveraging its pricing power,” Goldman 
Sachs analysts wrote in a note. 


TREND FORECAST: As we have often said in articles such as “OPEC+ Cuts Daily Oil 
Output Limit By Two Million Barrels” (11 Oct 2022), OPEC+, led by Saudi Arabia, sees 
its markets diminishing in the future as the world transitions to non-fossil fuels and to 
plastics made from feedstocks other than petroleum. 


33 


In response to these global economic shifts, OPEC+ will continue to tweak oil prices 
as much as they can to maximize the profits it can still extract from a resource that will 
see demand shrink in the coming decades. 


At the same time, it does not want to raise prices enough to tank the world economy 
and cut oil demand. 


Especially in light of Israel’s heavy hand in Gaza, OPEC and its allied production 
nations are likely to both sustain current cuts and reduce output further when they 
meet. Saudis will target a price in the high $80s or low $90s. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Those pushing for a transition to clean energy (which current 
alternatives cannot produce efficiently) will not only be viewed upon as an 
environmental necessity but also a matter of national military and economic security. 
The less the West depends on oil, the less the chance that U.S. and NATO economic 
fortunes will rest in the hands of Arab sheiks or that we will need to send U.S. and 
European troops to keep oil flowing out of the Mideast’s deserts. 


Again, as Gerald Celente has often said, “Do you think the United States would have 
invaded Iraq, Syria and Libya if their major export was broccoli? 


EUROZONE ECONOMY HEADED FOR “ANOTHER LOST YEAR” 


Europe’s economy appears to be poised 
to enter a technical recession, defined as 
two consecutive quarters of shrinkage. 
The region’s GDP shrank by 0.1 percent in 
the third quarter and is widely expected to 
contract again in this year’s final three 
months. 
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High interest rates and reduced government and consumer spending have held the 
region’s economy on the brink of recession throughout this year, with analysts 
forecasting overall growth for 2023 to register just 0.6 percent. 


Perhaps an even greater problem is that there seems to be no engine to drive an 
economic recovery, Reuters noted, leaving the region’s GDP to stagnate in 2024. 


“Europe has been through a year of zero growth and is now heading into a year in 
which both monetary and fiscal policies are designed to put a brake on growth,” Erik 


Nielsen, an economic advisor at Unicredit bank, told Reuters. 


“The European economy has been flat on its back for a year,” he added. “Monetary 
and fiscal plans for 2024 seem to accept the high probability of another lost year.” 


The problems range beyond inflation and central bank policies. 


Europe’s workforce is aging and shrinking, productivity is declining, and bureaucracy 
is growing, Reuters pointed out. 


Those factors will hold the Eurozone’s GDP to a mere 1.5-percent expansion next year 
and drag it down to 1.2 percent in 2027, the European Commission has forecast. 


Germany, Europe’s biggest economy, now has become its biggest burden, the GDP 
there seen as able to grow by less than 1 percent next year. 


Germany’s economy is centered on energy-intensive manufacturing for export and is 
unprepared to adapt to a world of more expensive fuels and reduced global demand 
for its products, Reuters noted. 

TREND FORECAST: We forecast Europe’s lost year will begin with a recession. 

As noted above, the current quarter probably will book a contraction, just as the 


previous one did. Two consecutive quarters of economic shrinkage defines a technical 
recession. 
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Because there is nothing on the horizon that will energize Europe’s economy out of its 
technical recession, odds are that it will coast into a full-blown recession. 


China’s economy is mending only slowly. The global economy is moving in low gear. 
Russia will continue its war in Ukraine which will keep sanctions on Russia and keep 
many relative commodity prices, such as oil in the high range. And as we also note, 
should Israel and the United States confront Iran militarily, Brent Crude will spike to 
above $130 per barrel which will in turn crash equity markets and the global economy. 


These and other external factors will give Europe’s economy no handhold to pull itself 
out of a downturn. Any recovery will require internal stimulus, which will sink European 
governments deeper into debt, lower the value of the euro and push inflation higher. 


As a result, Europe’s recession will be longer than shorter. 


EUROPE’S LABOR MARKET PEAKS, LAYOFFS COMING SOON 


European businesses continued hiring and 
raising wages through this year of 
near-stagnant growth, adding 168,000 jobs 
across April, May, and June. Now the 
region is poised for another flat year, the 
labor market has peaked, and businesses 
are planning layoffs, analysts told The Wall 
Street Journal. 


Northern European countries, where manufacturing is centered, will be hit harder than 
those in the South. 


Germany’s jobless rate has climbed to 5.8 percent, its highest since 2017 aside from a 
relatively brief surge during the early days of the COVID War. Its energy-intensive, 
export-oriented manufacturing economy is not adapted for a slow-growth world where 
energy prices and interest rates are high. 
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Danish shipper Moller Maersk AP is cutting 10,000 jobs, as we reported in “Maersk 
Throws 10,000 Workers Overboard” (7 Nov 2023). 


Unemployment in the U.K. has increased to 4.3 percent. 


In contrast, the economy of southern Europe is dominated by labor-intensive service 
industries, particularly tourism. Layoffs have been fewer there so far. 


Europe’s high income taxes and high unemployment benefits—both higher than in the 
U.S.— mean that layoffs place a double burden on the national economies: increased 
payments to people who have been laid off as well as a loss of tax revenue from that 
same group. 


TREND FORECAST: Manufacturing jobs pay higher wages than service work. 
Therefore, the loss of manufacturing jobs will damage the Eurozone disproportionately 
to the number of workers laid off. 


Also, the twin factors of high jobless benefits and relatively high income taxes will work 
together to worsen the zone’s recession, extending it longer and making recovery 
more painful and expensive. 


RUSSIA EVADES OIL PRICE CAP 


wt = 7 
_ Among sanctions against Russia to punish 
it for invading Ukraine is a $60-per-barrel 


cap on the price nations can pay and still 
see their shipments insured. 


However, almost no Russian oil is being 
_ sold below that capped price, “according 
to Western officials and Russian export 

data,” the Financial Times reported. 
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Russia’s export data shows the average sale price in October was above $80 per 
barrel. Although Russia’s veracity can be questioned, the figure seems to be borne out 
by the amount of tax the Kremlin collected on oil exports. 


The price cap was put in place last December by Australia and the G7 countries. 
Under the rule, traders paying more than $60 would be denied shipping and insurance 
services on the Russian oil they buy. 


Russia has evaded the sanctions by offering insurance itself and by sailing its own 
fleet of second-hand tankers. There also are concerns that some traders are falsifying 
their shipping costs upward and paying Russia the difference between the claimed 
and actual freight rate. 


“The latest data makes the case that we’re going to have to toughen up,” an unnamed 
senior European Commission official told the FT. “There’s absolutely no appetite for 
letting Russia keep doing this.” 


The European Union is holding discussions on how to proceed, including finding 
better ways to enforce the cap or making it harder for Russia to buy used oil tankers. 


Shipping without access to Western insurance or modern tankers has imposed “great 
cost” on Russia, an unnamed state department official told the FT. 


TRENDPOST: Apparently the “great cost” Russia is paying is not great enough. 


But this is no news to Trends Journal subscribers since we had forecast that the 
sanctions would hurt the plantation workers of Slavelandia, i.e., the “common” folks, 
and not affect Moscow. See: 


è “BIDEN WARNS AMERICANS HIS SANCTIONS WILL HURT RUSSIA... AND 
AMERICANS. WRONG ABOUT WHO’LL WIN THE UKRAINE WAR?” (15 Mar 
2022) 

è “BIDEN BACKTRACK: SAYS SANCTIONS WERE NEVER MEANT TO DETER 
RUSSIA FROM INVADING UKRAINE” (29 Mar 2022) 
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e “SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA HURTING U.S., OFFICIALS ADMIT” (21 Jun 2022) 

e “BS BIDEN BLAMES PUTIN FOR ECONOMIC PAIN” (28 Jun 2022) 

e “PUTIN WARNS OF ‘CATASTROPHIC CONSEQUENCES’ TO GLOBAL ENERGY 
MARKET IF FURTHER SANCTIONS ARE IMPOSED?” (12 Jul 2022) 

e “RUSSIA’S ECONOMY RISES ABOVE SANCTIONS AS CENTRAL BANK CUTS 
RATE” (2 Aug 2022) 

e “BIDEN WRONG: ‘RUSSIA NOT PAYING SERIOUS PRICE,’ CONSUMERS ARE. 
RUSSIA GAS FLOW CUTS MAKE IT WORSE.” (2 Aug 2022) 

e “U.S. OIL SANCTIONS HIT THE PEOPLE HARD, BUT NOT RUSSIAN OIL 
OUTPUT” (16 Aug 2022) 

e “INTERNAL RUSSIAN REPORT WARNS OF WAR’S LONG-TERM ECONOMIC 
DAMAGE?” (13 Sep 2022) 

e “IGNORING U.S. NATO SANCTIONS, ‘RUSSIA’S INVASION’ IS BLAMED FOR 
COSTING GLOBAL ECONOMY $2.8 TRILLION” (4 Oct 2022) 

e “MORE SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA, MORE GERMAN GAS SHORTAGES?” (25 Apr 
2023) 

e “EU ANNOUNCES NEW SANCTIONS AGAINST RUSSIA THAT WILL ONLY 
HURT EUROPEANS” (27 Jun 2023) 

e “RUSSIA HALTS EXPORTS OF GASOLINE AND DIESEL FUEL” (26 Sep 2023) 


INFLATION, RETAIL SALES IN U.K. KEEP SLOWING DOWN 


sm IN October, sharply lower energy prices 
dropped Britain’s inflation rate to 4.6 
percent, the slowest since October 2021, 
after running at 6.7 percent in September. 


A poll of economists showed an 
expectation of a 4.8-percent rate. 


Electricity taxes fell by 15.6 percent, compared to a year earlier, and the price of 
natural gas dove 31 percent for the month. 
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The U.K.’s rate of price increases declined in tandem with those in the Eurozone, 
which braked from 4.3 percent in September to 2.9 percent last month. 


While politicians have been eager to declare victory in the war against inflation, last 
month the Bank of England cautioned that inflation will not reach its 2-percent target 
until 2025, even though the bank also believes the U.K.’s economy will flatline next 
year. 


In part, U.K. inflation slowed in October because consumer spending did as well, 
dealing another blow to the nation’s sagging economy. 


Retail sales slipped 0.3 percent from September, a month for which retail sales were 
revised downward to a 1.1-percent decline. 


Economists in a Reuters poll expected October sales to rise 0.3 percent. 


Year over year, October’s sales were off by 2.7 percent, also worse than economists 
had forecast and their weakest since early 2021. October’s sales were no higher than 
they were in 2018, Reuters noted. 


Retail traffic was down partly due to wet weather, store owners told the National 
Bureau of Statistics, although Britain’s lingering cost-of-living crisis played a larger 
part. 


The U.K’s stagnant economy, weak spending, and slowing job market will force the 
Bank of England to begin cutting interest rates next year, some analysts believe, even 
though the bank has said it will not. 


The British economy barely avoided a contraction in the third quarter and could easily 
see one in this year’s final three months, Reuters said. 


TREND FORECAST: Consumer spending makes up 60 percent or more of Britain’s 


economy. That sector has now entered a technical recession — two consecutive 
quarters of economic decline. 
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With the economy’s biggest driver shrinking, and no obvious means of reviving it going 
into the winter heating season, the odds have increased that the U.K., like the 

Eurozone, will fall into a recession in the first half of 2024. As a result of the slowdown, 
the BoE and the ECB will lower interest rates in hopes of propping up their economies. 


JAPAN’S ECONOMY CONTRACTS IN THIRD QUARTER 


The Japanese economy shrank by 2.1 
percent in this year’s third quarter after 
growing a whopping 4.8 percent in the 
second. 


The third quarter’s reversal was the swiftest 
drop since the third quarter of 2021 and 
tripled the expected 0.6-percent loss 
forecast by economists in a Reuters poll. 


The contraction was forced by rising inflation, which spooked consumers and flatlined 
household spending for the period. At the same time, exports weakened as global 
demand for the country’s manufactured products slowed, CNBC reported. 

It was the first contraction for both factors in two years. 


Also, weak demand in China for Japanese exports cut factory output, officials said. 


Real wages in Japan have shrunk by 2.4 percent year on year, Russian news service 
RT reported. 


Capital expenditures also fell, dropping 0.6 percent and defying the same poll, which 
expected 0.3-percent growth. 


“The biggest drag on economic activity came from [inventory] building, which 
subtracted 0.3 of a percentage point from GDP last quarter,” Marcel Thieliant, chief 
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Asia-Pacific analyst for Capital Economics, told CNBC. “There was a concurrent, 
broad-based decline in private demand.” 


“With real household incomes set to fall at least until the middle of next year, that 
bodes ill for consumer spending, which we expect to grind to a standstill next year,” 
he added. 


The disappointing economy leaves the central bank to “mull the feasibility of its 
ultra-easy monetary policy,” CNBC said. 


Japan’s yen traded at ¥149.54 to the dollar on 17 November, still languishing near a 
three-decade low. It recovered slightly to close at 147.81 on 20 November. 


The country’s economy has waxed and waned erratically since the beginning of the 
COVID War in early 2020. 


“Given the absence of a growth engine, it wouldn’t surprise me if the Japanese 
economy contracted again in the current quarter,” Takeshi Minami, the Norinchukin 
Research Institute’s chief economist, told RT. “Weak growth and the specter of 
slowing inflation could delay the Bank of Japan’s exit from negative interest rates.” 


TREND FORECAST: Like China’s, Japan’s economy relies significantly on export 
manufacturing. That sector is, and will remain, weak for the foreseeable future. Now 
consumer spending, the other major engine of the country’s economy, is in decline. 


However, China and the U.S. are both likely to avoid a recession. Trade with the two 
could sustain Japan’s export economy well enough to keep the country from a deep 
economic downturn. 


Japan’s economy in 2024 rests most significantly on whether, and how well, China’s 
economy revives. 


Meanwhile, the yen will remain weak until the central bank raises interest rates to 
attract investment in yen-denominated assets. However, raising rates will damage the 


consumer economy. 
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The central bank will continue to try to balance the contradictory needs for higher 
interest rates and a stronger consumer economy, most likely while also trying to boost 
inflation. As a result, the bank is most likely to leave its key rate at its present -0.1 
percent or, at most, raise it to zero. 


The weak yen will continue to make Japanese goods cheaper in the U.S. and Europe, 
out-competing many products made in those locales, and giving some nourishment to 
the country’s limping factory economy. 


CHAINSAW MASSACRE? ARGENTINA ELECTS MILEI 


Argentina’s voters elected former television 
commentator Javier Milei as their president 
in a runoff election on 19 November. 


Milei, who the media projected as a 
far-right populist, regularly wielded a 
chainsaw as a campaign prop, pledging to 
slash the federal budget and cut down 
government agencies and erase the 
country’s ministries of culture, diversity, and education. He also promised to abolish 
the central bank, which he accused of printing an endless supply of worthless money, 
and to ditch the Argentine peso in favor of the U.S. dollar. 


His platform includes cutting regulations on gun possession and putting the military in 
charge of the country’s prison system as part of his tough-on-crime stance. He wants 
to use public tax dollars to subsidize parents who home-school their children. 


He also plans to privatize health care, which in Argentina has long been a public 
program. 
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Milei opposes abortion rights and has called evidence of climate change “a lie of 
socialism.” 


“Today we turn the page on our history and we return to the path that we should never 
have lost,” Milei told a crowd of ecstatic supporters after the election’s results were 
announced. “Today we retake the path that made this country great.” 


“Make Argentina great again!” former U.S. president Donald Trump posted on his 
Truth Social platform. “I’m very proud of you.” 


Milei defeated incumbent Sergio Massa, the country’s economy minister at a time 
when Argentina’s inflation reached an annual pace of 142 percent. Massa’s argument 
that the government was gradually making the economy better failed to persuade 
voters. 


Milei won the election by 11 points and will take office on 10 December. 


TRENDPOST: Other countries using the U.S. dollar as their own currency include 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Panama, Puerto Rico and Zimbabwe. Argentina will be the 
largest. 


Converting its nearly $500-billion economy from one currency to another will be 
complex and tricky. 


Milei has made other vast promises to transform not just the country’s economy but 
also to relieve the misery that afflicts the 40 percent of Argentinians officially living in 
poverty. However, his new political party has only a few seats in the legislature. He 
probably will have to negotiate and compromise to persuade the legislature to enact 
even part of his program. 


In contrast, Milei’s supporters will expect him to live up to his lavish promises, and 
quickly. The country’s mess has left tempers short. If he does not deliver, his 
honeymoon with his voters will be brief and they may return to the streets to complain 
about him as they did his predecessor. 
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TREND FORECAST: Considering Argentina’s debt load, its sky high inflation in face of 
a global economic slowdown, we forecast that Milei’s plan to revive the nation’s 
economy will prove to be more talk than action. 


DENMARK SLIPS INTO RECESSION 


The Danish economy contracted by 0.3 
percent in each of the last two quarters, 
according to Statistics Denmark. 


The contractions dropped the Scandinavian 
country into a technical recession, which is 
defined as two consecutive quarters of a 
shrinking economy. 


Much of the decline was attributed to a slowdown in the country’s pharmaceutical 
industry. 


Drugmaker Novo Nordisk is Europe’s most valuable company, measured by stock 
market capitalization, with strong global demand for its diabetes and anti-obesity 
concoctions. However, the company has been dealing with ongoing manufacturing 
troubles. 


TREND FORECAST: We note Denmark’s economic decline because it illustrates the 
slowdown we had forecast would hit Europe when the summer season ended. And 
with Denmark, the economy was also artificially propped up by the drug industry. 
Indeed, as economist Mathias Sproegel at Sydbank wrote in a note. The drug 
industry’s strength “has camouflaged the real slowdown in the Danish economy” since 
last spring. 
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ANOTHER LUXURY BRAND REPORTS THIRD-QUARTER SLUMP 


à Following other luxury brands, Burberry 
had disappointing news for investors last 
week. 


| The clothier reported its fiscal 

m= second-quarter growth had plummeted to 
1 percent after registering an 18-percent 
surge in the first quarter during China’s 
short-lived, post-lockdown consumer spending spurt. 


The company’s half year operating profit of £223 million was 15 percent below last 
year’s, and Burberry said its full-year operating profit will fall at the lower end of 
projections. Annual revenue growth may retreat into single digits, it warned. 


“The slowdown in luxury demand globally is having an impact on current trading,” 
Burberry said in its earnings report. “If weaker demand continues, we are unlikely to 
achieve our previously stated revenue guidance.” 


Burberry’s share price dove 9 percent after the announcement. 


The U.K., Burberry’s home, has ended tax-free shopping for international tourists. In 
the Americas, Burberry stores fell 10 percent. 


LVMH, the largest luxury house, and competitor Richemont also reported sales had 
softened in the face of inflation, higher interest rates, and economic and geopolitical 
uncertainty, as we noted in “Sales of Luxury Goods Slows” (17 Oct 2023) and “Luxury 
Conglomerate Richemont Reports Disappointing Sales” (13 Nov 2023). 


“Burberry shareholders will be reassured to see other luxury peers struggling as it 
suggests the company is not facing problems of its own making,” Russ Mould, 
investment director at stock brokerage AJ Bell, wrote in a note. “All it can do is protect 
and invest in its brand and wait for improvement in the backdrop.” 
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TRENDPOST: Luxury sales are a leading indicator when an economy is slipping and a 
leading indicator when it recovers. 


If luxury sales have fallen, an economic malaise has worked its way from the lowest 
earners all the way to the top. If pricey items are back in demand, that indicates that 
the well-off feel comfortable enough to spend out of their reserves and replenish their 
high-flying lifestyles. 


When luxury sales pick up again, that will be a sign that the wealthy feel optimistic 
enough about the future to tap their wealth to begin replenishing their high-flying 
lifestyles. 


However, with recession sweeping much of the world and China—whose consumer 
base helped drive up luxury sales—unable to recover from its three year zero COVID 
policy, luxury sales will not fly high in the near future. 


PERU’S RECESSION DEEPENS MORE THAN EXPECTED 


Peru’s economy shrank by 1.29 percent in 
October, year over year, marking the third 
consecutive quarter of contraction. 
October’s slide proved worse than all nine 
forecasts that had been made, which had 
foreseen a median 0.6-percent decline. 


Several years of political turmoil have 
transformed Peru from one of the region’s fastest-growing economies for much of this 
century into a basket case. 


The country’s banks are reporting a rising number of delinquent loans. 
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The economic tailspin has punctured the popularity of president Dina Boluarte, which 
now stands at an historic low of 10 percent, an Ipsos poll found earlier this month. 


The government has created a $2.6-billion loan fund to ensure that businesses will be 
able to pay their suppliers. However, the fund probably will have little impact on the 
problem, finance minister Alex Contreras admitted in a public statement. 


“The results [in October] point to a widening negative output,” Contreras’s statement 
said. “That supports our expectation for the central bank to continue cutting interest 
rates into 2024.” 


The economy will right itself in next year’s first quarter, he has forecast, “although he 
has been repeatedly wrong in the past,” Bloomberg noted. 


TREND FORECAST: We note Peru’s economy in decline since it represents the dire 
conditions that will affect both developed and emerging markets as the global 
economy slows down and there will be less demand for many commodities and 
finished products they export. For Peru, copper, gold, zinc are primary export 
commodities while textiles, chemicals and pharmaceuticals are among their finished 
exported products. 


TOP TREND 2023, GOING GREEN, LIKE IT OR NOT: EXXONMOBIL GOES INTO 
THE LITHIUM BUSINESS 


ExxonMobil, the world’s most profitable oil 
: company, will drill for lithium on 120,000 
Ar acres it leased earlier this year in 
bil = Arkansas’s Smackover oil play, the 
kaor ee company has announced. It expects to 

. bring its lithium to market in 2027. 
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The area in southern Arkansas is one of 
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By 2030, ExxonMobil expects to deliver enough lithium to make batteries for one 
million electric vehicles (EVs) annually, it said. 


The company will use conventional oil and gas drilling techniques to tap brine rich in 
lithium at about 10,000 feet below the ground surface. It also will build a plant on-site 
to extract the lithium from the brackish water. 


The same plant will upgrade some of the salty water for use in batteries’ electrolytes 
and pump the remainder into underground storage reservoirs, the company said. 


ExxonMobil’s new lithium business operates under the name Mobil Lithium and is 
housed within the larger company’s ExxonMobil Low Carbon Solutions division. 


TRENDPOST: BP has bet big on solar energy; Royal Dutch Shell is offering a menu of 
green energy dishes, including solar, wind, and electric vehicle charging. 


ExxonMobil has chosen to be more selective, concentrating its move into green energy 
by using the technologies it knows best. This strategy minimizes exposure to the 
political currents that wax and wane for technologies such as solar farms and offshore 
wind installations. 


The company is unlikely to see any hindrance to demand for its lithium when the metal 
comes to market in four years. 


Chevron has taken a broader approach to clean energy but is still hedging its bets and 
building up its capacity in renewable natural gas, produced by landfills, cattle feedlots, 


and other carbon-heavy locales. 


“Innovating methods to produce carbon-negative renewable natural gas from dairy 
cow waste is an integral part of Chevron’s portfolio of solutions” its website says. 
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SPOTLIGHT: CHINA’S ECONOMY 


CHINA’S RETAIL SALES, FACTORY 
OUTPUT EXPANDED IN OCTOBER 


Last month, retail sales in China surged 
7.6 percent, the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) reported, beating a 
7-percent gain foreseen in a Reuters 
survey of economists. 


Industrial output grew by 4.6 percent, squeaking past forecasts for a 4.4-percent rise 
and marking the largest gain since April. 


The improvements boost hopes that the world’s second-largest economy may be 
recovering from its torpor even as it struggles with a global slump in demand for 
goods, a stumbling post-COVID recovery, and an ongoing property crisis. (See 
“China’s Home Prices Continue to Decline” in this issue.) 


China still struggles with structural troubles in its economy, including an aging and 
shrinking workforce and record youth unemployment. In August, the government 
announced it would no longer report figures on jobless people ages 24 and under. 


Also, investment in fixed assets slipped in September. This year through August, the 
category grew by 3.1 percent, year on year. At the end of September, the increase 
slipped to 2.9 percent. 


However, domestic demand, especially for manufactured items, is “still not sufficient,” 
the NBS said in reporting the new figures. 


TRENDPOST: Retail sales got a boost from the Golden Week holiday, traditionally a 


time for domestic travel, visiting family, and giving gifts. Factory output could have 
improved as a result of Beijing’s new stimulus spending on public works projects. 
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Whether the gains are blips or the beginning of trends will not be known until after the 
end of this year, when figures for November and December can be recorded and 
analyzed. 


As we have said previously, China will have to rely more heavily on domestic consumer 
spending than it has in the past: demand for its factory goods has slipped amid the 
global economic slowdown and consumers’ shift to soending on services and 
experiences. 


However, their three years of zero-COVID policy has destroyed the lives and 
livelihoods of hundreds of millions of its citizens... and it won’t snap back. 


Also, a number of government officials have warned of the dangers of increasing the 
government’s debt by indulging in more public works spending. We reported the 
newfound concern about China’s national debt in “China’s Not-So-Little Secret: 
Government Debt Exceeds GDP” (18 Apr 2023). 


TREND FORECAST: With the real estate crisis still unresolved (see “China’s Home 
Prices Continue to Decline” in this issue), it is unlikely that consumer spending will 
sustain October’s growth through the end of this year. 


CHINA’S HOME PRICES CONTINUE TO DECLINE 

Last month, the average price of anew home in China slipped 0.3 percent, according 
to the National Bureau of Statistics. That marked the fourth consecutive month of 
sliding prices; new home prices edged down 0.1 percent in each of July, August, and 


September. 


In October, sales by floor area also declined, sliding 7.8 percent, compared to 7.5 
percent through the first nine months of this year. 
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The declines were widespread across 67 major cities, compared to 65 in September. 
The growing weakness in home prices is threatening to add a greater burden to an 
already unsteady overall economy. 


Last month, 56 of 70 cities posted price drops for existing homes, the highest number 
of cities showing declines since October 2020. 


Year over year, home sales fell 3.7 percent during this year’s first 10 months, The Wall 
Street Journal reported. Property investment was off by 9.3 percent. 


Late in 2022, China’s central bank created a fund of 200 billion yuan that commercial 
banks could draw on, interest-free, to finance developers working to complete 
unfinished housing developments. So far, only six billion yuan has been used. 


Before the COVID era, real estate develooment accounted for anywhere from a quarter 
to almost a third of China’s GDP. 


In 2020, regulations on borrowing by high-flying developers made it harder for builders 
to secure funds to continue projects already underway. 


In September 2021, Evergrande, the country’s boldest and most indebted developer, 
failed to make payments on foreign bonds, setting off a crisis that has resulted in 
several developers defaulting, home prices and values crumbling, and potential 
buyers being scared away from the housing market. 


The central bank has cut interest rates for mortgage loans and loosened criteria for 
borrowing, but the measures have not yet convinced buyers the market is safe to 
enter. 


"The most important reason for bearish home prices is that demand is weak; buyers 
don't know if pre-sold homes they buy will be delivered on the dates promised by the 
developers," senior analyst Ma Hong at Zhixin Investment Research Institute, told 
Reuters. 
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About 20 million houses and apartments have been sold but have either not started or 
not completed construction, Nomura estimated. 


In China, buyers take out a mortgage and begin making payments as soon as their 
home begins construction. When developers ran out of money, projects remained 
unfinished but lenders still expected buyers to make their mortgage payments. 


The situation sparked street protests in 2022. 


"Residents remain uncertain about income growth and there are poor returns on 
financial investments in the country,” Ma said. “They are hesitant to buy a big-ticket 
item like a house.” 


"House prices are expected to continue to fall in the traditionally low season of 
November and December," analyst Zhang Dawei at real estate agency Centaline, 
wrote in a note. 


China's central bank has announced at least $137 billion in low-interest loans to 
underwrite low-cost housing programs and renovation of the country's “urban 
villages,” enclaves of shops and small apartment buildings clustered along narrow 
streets and alleys. 


“Ultimately, the government may need to provide direct funding for developers to 
complete pre-sold but undelivered properties,” the WSJ noted. The amount needed 
would be about 2.7 trillion yuan, Nomura estimated, equivalent to about $378 billion. 


TREND FORECAST: China’s property crisis is widely cited by analysts as the main 
barrier to a meaningful increase in consumer spending. 


The crisis, ongoing for the past two years, will not be resolved until Beijing offers direct 
help to developers to finish projects so buyers can move into the properties for which 


they already have been paying. 


That will restore consumer confidence in the sector that holds the majority of Chinese 
household’s wealth. With that floor firmly established, home prices can stabilize and 
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consumers can begin to regain confidence in spending — a process that, once it 
begins, will be gradual over many months. 
We have tracked China’s continuing real estate disaster in articles including: 


“China’s Real Estate Market Teeters on Evergrande’s Debt” (21 Sep 2021) 
“China’s Real Estate Troubles Ripple Across Emerging Markets” (26 Oct 2021) 
“China’s Real Estate Crisis Grows” (9 Nov 2021) 

“China May Break Up Troubled Real Estate Giant” (1 Feb 2022) 

“Another Chinese Property Developer Goes Bust” (15 Aug 2023) 

“China’s Real Estate Crisis Deepens” (26 Sep 2023) 

“Evergrande’s New Troubles Show China’s Real Estate Mess is Not Over” (3 Oct 
2023) 
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SPOTLIGHT: BIGS GETTING BIGGER 


Consolidation is the name of the Bigs 
game. The more they own the more they 
control... it’s the way of the power hungry 
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As we have noted since the Central 
Banksters started to rapidly raise interest 
rates, the decade’s long merger and 
acquisition spree is over. However, the “Bigs” will still get bigger, as they buy out 
overleveraged companies that can’t afford to borrow at high rates to refinance while, 
at the same time, recessionary pressures erode their profitability. These are the latest: 


TWO GIANT ACCOUNTING FIRMS MERGE THEIR U.S. BUSINESSES, FORM 
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP 


Forvis, one of the 10 largest U.S. accounting firms, has merged its U.S. business with 
Paris-based Mazars, a business accounting and advisory firm with 47,000 workers 
spread across 95 countries. The union will be effective in June 2024. 


The merger gives Forvis an entrée to international markets and gives Mazars an open 
door to the U.S., which it has sought for years. The new entity will be named Forvis 
Mazars. 


Outside of the U.S., the two will work together in a global alliance but remain separate 
businesses. 


The worldwide collaboration will be overseen by a board of directors, with each firm 


having the same number of members. The board’s chair will alternate between the two 
firms every three years. 
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Outside of the U.S., the two companies will still be owned by their respective partners; 
retain their current, separate management; and keep their profit pools separate. 


The tie-up will give Forvis “an opportunity to better serve our clients, especially those 
with international needs,” CEO Tom Watson said in a statement. 


It also gives Mazars “the scale and expanded presence we have been striving for in 
the U.S.,” according to a statement by CEO and chair Hervé Hélias. 


Mazars was ranked as the U.S.’s 24" accounting firm by revenue in 2018 but has 
slipped to 30" this year. Globally, it brought in €2.45 billion in 2022. 


Forvis was created in 2022 by the merger of BKD and Dixon Hughes Goodman. The 
name “Forvis” was taken from the words “forward vision.” It has about 5,500 
employees and earned $1.5 billion in revenue last year. 


MARS GOBBLES HOTEL CHOCOLAT 


The Virginia-based Mars confectionery group is paying £534 million, equivalent to 
about $665 million, to subsume troubled British confectioner Hotel Chocolat. 


Hotel Chocolat posted an £800,000 loss for its most recently completed year, blaming 
weakened demand, inflation, and the need to restructure after plans to branch into the 
U.S. and Japan failed. It had reported a £21.7-million profit the year before. 


“We know our brand resonates with consumers overseas but supply chain issues held 
us back,” cofounder Angus Thirlwell said in a statement. 


The company was created in 2004 to offer chocolate with more cocoa and less sugar 
than most brands at the time. 


Hotel Chocolat’s share price closed at £.139 on 15 November. Mars’s offer represents 
almost a 170-percent premium to that price. The stock has lost about a third of its 


value since being listed in 2016. 
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Hotel Chocolat’s leadership said the offer is “fair and reasonable” and recommended 
the company’s board approve it. Analysts at Peel Hunt called it “a knockout bid.” 


The price reflects what Mars sees as the brand’s long-term potential, Andrew Clarke, 
president of Mars Snacking, said in a statement. 


57 


THE ISRAEL WAR 


~~ 


P - 
te eee j 
EEEN O w 


on 
1 ee 
A Se 


CRUSADES 2000: WEST BOUND BY ‘CRUSADER IMPERIALIST 
IDEALS’ 


Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Turkish president, accused the West last week of being 
“bound by crusader imperialist ideals” when considering the Gaza genocide, which 
makes any room for diplomacy almost impossible. 


“The West, bound by crusader imperialist ideals, is together,” the Turkish leader said, 
according to the Middle East Monitor. “Unfortunately, | witnessed this during my 
Germany visit. The German president reflects the same mindset.” 


Erdogan was referring to his recent trip to Berlin to meet with German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz. The meeting was tense because Germany is a main supporter of Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza and refused to call for a ceasefire. Erdogan, who has one foot in the 
West and one in what is called the Global South, has emerged as a top critic of 
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Israel’s actions in the coastal enclave. (See “ERDOGAN: ISRAEL COMMITTED ‘WAR 
CRIMES’ IN GAZA” 31 Oct 2023 and “GERMANY CRACKS DOWN ON THOSE WHO 
SPEAK OUT AGAINST ISRAEL’S ATROCITIES IN GAZA” 14 Nov 2023.) 


Erdogan called Israel a “terror state” as it continues to bomb civilians in Gaza and 
enforce a U.S.-approved blockade that is shutting down hospitals across the coastal 
city that has been called a modern-day concentration camp. Scholz said Israel’s 
reaction is in self-defense and warranted. 


“Hamas’s attack means that Israel must protect itself and must be able to defend 
itself,” Scholz said during their meeting earlier this month, according to The Times of 
Israel. “It cannot remain the case that a terror organization that rules this region 
undertakes such activities from there again and again with unbelievable military force. 
That must end, and that is an aim that one must support—we do, in any case.” 


Erdogan downplayed Scholz’s comments and said German politicians — given the 
country’s history —cannot be honest in the debate. 


“I speak freely because we do not owe Israel anything. If we were indebted, we could 
not talk so freely. Those who are indebted cannot talk freely. We did not go through 
the Holocaust, and we are not in such a situation,” he said. 


Erdogan said he told his German counterpart that he was disappointed that Germany 
abstained from a UN General Assembly resolution calling for a humanitarian truce in 
Gaza last month. Anadolu Ajansi reported that “France voted for the measure; 
Germany, Italy and the UK abstained; while Austria and the US voted against it.” 


TRENDPOST: In 1996, Gerald Celente penned in his bestselling book, “Trends 2000,” 
his trend forecast that at the dawn of a new millennium a “Crusades 2000” will rage 
across the Middle East. (See Video.) 


“Throughout the Muslim world devout masses, politically repressed and impoverished, 


were rising up against their endemically corrupt and inefficient secular governments 
with their pro-western alliances. Imperialism, directly or indirectly, took the blame for 
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the poverty, the lack of opportunity, and the social and moral decay,” which prompted 
Muslims in the region to look to ‘charismatic clerics’ to change their destiny.” 


Celente also wrote in The Trends Journal in 2006: “swords are drawn, blood has 
been shed, Crusades 2000, the latest round in the 1,000-year battle between the West 
and Middle East for Holy Lands, trade routes, local riches, and religiosity is now being 
fiercely fought. But the media hasn’t named it and politicians insist upon calling it 
something else. And everyone forgets about the seeds of how the Crusades were 
born.” 


Mark Damen, a history professor at Utah State University, summarized the Crusades 
that broke out during the High Middle Ages, between 1050 and 1300 CE. 


He said the Crusades were “launched from Christian Europe against the peoples of the 
Near East. Sparked by a zeal to rid the Holy Lands of ‘infidels’ — meaning Moslems 
primarily—only the First Crusade achieved any real or lasting success.” 


ERDOGAN CALLS ISRAEL A TERRORIST STATE, WARNS NETANYAHU ON 
NUKES 


Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Turkish 
president, said Israel is a “terror state” as it 
continues to bomb civilians in Gaza and 
enforce a U.S.-approved blockade that is 
shutting down hospitals across the coastal 
city that has been called a modern-day 
concentration camp. 


“With the savagery of bombing the civilians it forced out of their homes while they are 
relocating, it is literally employing state terrorism. | am now saying, with my heart at 
ease, that Israel is a terror state. We will never shy away from voicing the truth that 
Hamas members protecting their lands, honor, and lives in the face of occupation 
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policies are resistance fighters, just because some people are uncomfortable with it,” 
he said, according to Reuters. 


He spoke about a potential nuclear escalation. 


“Do you have an atomic bomb or not? | challenge Netanyahu to declare it, but | don't 
think he can. You can threaten people any way you can, but the end is near for 
Netanyahu,” Erdogan said. 


Netanyahu responded to Erdogan by accusing the Turkish leader of supporting the 
“terror state of Hamas.” 


“He himself shelled Turkish villages within the borders of Turkey—we will not accept 
his preaching,” Netanyahu said, according to The Times of Israel. The paper said it 
appeared that Netanyahu was referring to Turkish military action against Kurdish areas 
in recent years. 


Erdogan said there is not another army in the world that bombs cities day and night 
“with its warplanes to kill only children; that sets hospitals, places of worship, schools, 
marketplaces, buildings, streets on fire. A state that continues this inhuman act with 
its tanks, artillery, and weapons.” 


TRENDPOST: Erdogan said earlier this month that Israel has been “openly committing 
war crimes for exactly 22 days,” but there have been no calls for a ceasefire from the 
West. 


He told pro-Palestinian protesters in Istanbul that Ankara is gathering information to 
“present Israel to the world as a war criminal.” (See “ERDOGAN: ISRAEL COMMITTED 
‘WAR CRIMES’ IN GAZA” 31 Oct 2023.) 


Erdogan was addressing the Grand National Assembly of Turkey—the country’s 


parliament— when he noted that about two-thirds of the 12,000 people killed in Gaza 
were women and children. 
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“Israel is carrying out the most heinous attack against women and children in all of 
history,” he said. “Even war has limits and boundaries and morality. The first rule of war 
is not to harm women, children and medical patients.” 


He said the West—namely the U.S. —is “unfortunately still seeing this issue backwards. 
Hamas is not a terror organization. It is an organization of liberation, of mujahedeen, 
who fight to protect their land and citizens.” 


Tense Meeting 


Erdogan met with German Chancellor Olaf Scholz on Friday in what reporters 
identified as a tense meeting between the two. Berlin has been a major supporter of 
Israel’s actions in Gaza. (See “GERMANY CRACKS DOWN ON THOSE WHO SPEAK 
OUT AGAINST ISRAEL’S ATROCITIES IN GAZA,” 14 Nov 2023.) 


“Our solidarity with Israel is not up for discussion,” Scholz said during a joint press 
conference with Erdogan. 


The Turkish president, in an indirect nod to Nazi Germany during WWII, said Ankara 
does not owe anything to Israel and can speak freely on the matter. Scholz has 
spoken out against any mention of a ceasefire in Gaza. 


“If we were in debt, we could not talk so freely. But those who are in debt cannot talk 
freely,” he said. “We did not go through the Holocaust, and we are not in such a 


situation.” 


He said, “Shooting hospitals or killing children does not exist in the Torah, you can’t 
do it.” 


Scholz said Hamas’s attack means that “Israel must protect itself and must be able to 
defend itself.” 


TRENDPOST: Erdogan told reporters that he is opposed to being labeled ant-Semitic 
because he speaks out against Israel’s atrocities in Gaza. 
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He has criticized Israel for committing war crimes in Gaza, having killed over 13,000 
Palestinians, including an estimated 5,500 children, since Israel began bombing Gaza. 


“For us, there should be no discrimination between Jews, Christians and Muslims in 
the region. | have fought against antisemitism. | am a leader who is leading this fight,” 
he said, according to The Times of Israel. 


BIDEN, TOP OFFICIALS SUED FOR NOT STOPPING ISRAEL’S GENOCIDE 


A New York-based civil liberties 
organization filed a federal lawsuit against 
President Joe Biden and other top U.S. 
Officials for failing to prevent Israel’s 
genocide in Gaza and—instead of 
intervening—has taken measures to 
support Israel’s war crime. 


“They have a significant responsibility under customary international law, under federal 
law, to prevent this genocide, to stop supporting this genocide,” Astha Sharma 
Pokharel, a lawyer at the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), the group that filed 
the lawsuit, told Al Jazeera. “At every step of the way, at every opportunity, they have 
failed. They have continued to provide cover to Israel; they have continued to provide 
material support to Israel; and currently, they intend to send more money and more 
weapons to Israel.” 


CCR filed the lawsuit on behalf of Palestinians in Gaza, other human rights groups in 
Palestine, and U.S. citizens who have relatives trapped in the city. Secretaries Antony 
Blinken and Lloyd Austin were also mentioned in the suit. 


Biden and his team “have not only been failing to uphold the country’s obligation to 
prevent a genocide, but have enabled the conditions for its development by providing 
unconditional military and diplomatic support—disavowing any constraint or ‘red lines’ 
on Israel’s military campaign,” the lawsuit read. 
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The lawsuit reported, “Despite escalating evidence of Israeli policies directed at 
inflicting mass harm to the Palestinian population in Gaza,” the Biden administration 
has opposed “a life-saving cease-fire and lifting of the siege, even vetoing United 
Nations measures calling for a ceasefire,” the lawsuit continues. “Instead, their actions 
to fund, arm, and endorse Israel’s mass and devastating bombing campaign and total 
siege of the Palestinians in Gaza constitutes a failure to prevent an unfolding genocide 
and complicity in its development.” 


The International Criminal Court, or ICC, says: “To constitute genocide, there must be 
a proven intent on the part of perpetrators to physically destroy a national, ethnical, 
racial, or religious group.” 


“Importantly, the victims of genocide are deliberately targeted —not 

randomly —because of their real or perceived membership of one of the four groups 
protected under the Convention (which excludes political groups, for example). This 
means that the target of destruction must be the group, as such, and not its members 
as individuals. Genocide can also be committed against only a part of the group, as 
long as that part is identifiable (including within a geographically limited area) and 
‘substantial’,” according to the ICC. 


TRENDPOST: Israel keeps making the fictitious claim that it is only bombing buildings, 
schools, and hospitals where Hamas leaders and fighters are hiding in and that Hamas 
is using civilians as human shields. (See “TOP UN OFFICIAL STEPS DOWN AFTER 
CALLING ISRAEL’S ACTIONS IN GAZA A ‘TEXTBOOK CASE OF GENOCIDE” 7 Nov 
2023, “MASS MURDER AND GENOCIDE: ISRAEL’S GAZA CARPET BOMBING 
MURDERS TENS OF THOUSANDS, WOUNDS SCORES OF THOUSANDS OF 
PALESTINIANS” 7 Nov 2023 and “CHINA CALLS FOR CEASEFIRE IN GAZA AMID 
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS” 14 Nov 2023.) 


A separate lawsuit against Biden and top administration leaders was filed in San 
Francisco with similar charges. The submission in California included an expert 
declaration by three leading Holocaust and genocide studies scholars: Victoria 
Sanford, Barry Trachtenberg and John Cox. 
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In an LA Times opinion piece, Raz Segal, an associate professor of Holocaust and 
genocide studies and endowed professor in the study of modern genocide at Stockton 
University in New Jersey wrote: 


| cannot stop thinking about the dozens of Israeli children held in captivity by 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad in underground tunnels in Gaza, while above them 
Israel’s attack has killed, so far, nearly 4,500 Palestinian children. Stopping the 
violence, and returning the hostages, is urgent for any person who values all 
lives. That it is very difficult to imagine how this happens tells a terrible truth: 
Those with the most power to effect change refuse to recognize the humanity of 
all people. 


There is little doubt that the Palestinians who participated in the mass murder of 
more than 1,200 Israelis and migrant workers on Oct. 7 did not see their victims 
as humans, and that decades of Israeli military occupation, siege, oppression 
and repeated attacks motivated this dehumanization. There is also little doubt 
about the dehumanization of Palestinians in Israeli society well before Oct. 7. 
Shirts printed by Israeli army units have depicted pregnant Palestinian women 
and children as military targets; calls of “death to the Arabs” have characterized 
the annual settler Flag March through the Old City in Jerusalem; and students as 
young as 13 in Israel sing anti-Palestinian songs, “hoping that your village burns 
down.” 


He goes on to note that “Israel’s mass violence against Palestinians stems from a 
new Jewish identity, tied to the creation of Israel in 1948: Jewish supremacy. 
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MUNITIONS THAT STRUCK AL SHIFA HOSPITAL WERE FIRED BY ISRAEL 
FORCES, EVIDENCE SUGGESTS 


I Go back to when the Israeli missiles struck 
% the Al Shifa hospital in Gaza earlier this 
= month. 


au 
> eA »# Despite claims to the contrary by the IDF 


am and sold to the public that errant Hamas 


missiles that were fired into Israel actually 
hit the hospital, The New York Times 
reported last week that at least three of the projectiles that smashed into the hospital 
earlier were fired by Israeli forces. 


The paper made the determination by studying pictures and weapons fragments 
collected at the scene and analyzed by experts. Marc Garlasco, a former Pentagon 
senior intelligence analyst, told The Times that the projectile was the shell of an Israeli 
illumination artillery round used to identify targets during the nighttime hours. 


At least four projectiles were fired in the early morning hours and at least three 
appeared to have been fired by Israelis. It was unclear if the munitions were fired 
intentionally or in error. The paper noted that the video appeared to show the 
projectiles were fired from the north and south of the hospital, which contradicted 
earlier claims by the IDF that said the munitions were fired from the east and west. 


The paper noted that about an hour after the illumination rounds were fired the 
hospital was hit by explosive rounds. 


“The strikes analyzed by the Times did not appear to be targeting underground 


infrastructure. Two of the most severe strikes hit the upper floors of the maternity 
ward.” 
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The initial volley occurred from 1 to 2 a.m. The maternity ward was hit by more 
projectiles at about 8 a.m. that morning, killing three people who were sheltering in the 
facility. 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has reported on Israel’s decision to target 
hospitals and ambulances during the war, claiming that Hamas fighters are using them 
for cover. (See “RUSSIA, CHINA SEE ISRAEL’S RELENTLESS BOMBINGS IN GAZA 
AS CHANCE TO SHOW WORLD IT’S MORE HUMANE THAN U.S.” 14 Nov 2023, “14 
PALESTINIANS KILLED DURING ANOTHER ISRAEL RAID IN THE WEST BANK” 14 
Nov 2023, “WHO: CHILD KILLED EVERY 10 MINUTES BY ISRAEL IN GAZA” 14 Nov 
2023 and “ISRAEL CONTINUES TO TARGET AMBULANCES” 7 Nov 2023.) 


In defense of the mass slaughter of innocent Palestinians, Israel keeps selling the line 
that Hamas is using civilians as human shields... as though that would be justification 
for bombing the city into ruins and killing some 13,000 Palestinians of which almost 
half are children. 


Amnesty International has stated that it has no evidence that Hamas fighters use 
human shields. Amnesty noted that even if Hamas was using human shields, under 
international humanitarian law, Israel’s obligations would be to protect these civilians. 


The conditions at the hospital were dire. 
“There are dead people on the streets,” Doctors Without Borders said, according to 
The Times. “We see people being shot at. We can see injured people. We can hear 


them crying for help. But we can do nothing. Is too dangerous to go outside.” 


Israel did not immediately respond to inquiries from the Times about its analysis on the 
hospital strikes. 


On Saturday, the hospital was essentially vacated as Israeli forces took over the facility 


that has gone weeks without water, food, or fuel. Just a small staff and patients too 
sick to be moved remained. 
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Medhat Abbas, a spokesman for the Health Ministry in Gaza, said the Israeli military 
gave the hospital an hour to remove the people inside. 


"| was inside Al-Shifa hospital, and we were forced to evacuate by the Israelis," Dr. 
Ramez Radwan told Reuters. "May God save us." 


Israel is dealing with a public relations crisis while it tries to locate this long-promised 
Hamas command center underneath the hospital building. 


Jeremy Bowen, the international editor for the BBC, penned a column Friday that 
raised fresh questions about Israel’s claim that Hamas’s headquarters is buried 
underneath the Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City. 


Bowen wrote on BBC.com: “The evidence Israel has produced, so far, | do not believe 
to be convincing in terms of the kind of rhetoric Israelis were using about the set-up at 
the hospital, which suggested this was a nerve centre for the Hamas operation.” 


He noted, “The discovery of and evidence for a major Hamas headquarters underneath 


the hospital is of course still possible.” 


EXTREMIST RHETORIC IN ISRAEL BECOMES THE NORM 
q a whee < 


Zvika Fogel, a member of Itamar 
Ben-Gvir’s ultra-nationalist Jewish Power 
%& party, told an Israeli news station that there 
should be a “final war” that “subdues them 
[Palestinians] once and for all.” 


“It would be worth it because this will be 


the final war,” he said. “And after that, we 
can sit and raise doves and all the other beautiful birds that exist.” 
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The tone of the remark is not unusual in Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
Knesset. 


But Fogel’s comment was made in January, and, since the 7 October Hamas attack, 
the inflammatory rhetoric has just gotten more extreme. 


Yoav Gallant, the head of the country’s military, was criticized in the early days after 
the invasion when he said Israel was “fighting human animals” and would have to act 
accordingly. 


The New York Times, which compiled a list of some of the incendiary comments, also 
quoted Naftali Bennett, the former prime minister, who said, “We’re fighting Nazis.” 


Maj. Gen. Ghassan Alian, the coordinator of government in the territories, said days 
after the Hamas attack, “Hamas became ISIS and the citizens of Gaza are celebrating 
instead of being horrified. Human beasts are dealt with accordingly. Israel has 
imposed a total blockade on Gaza: no electricity, no water, just damage. You wanted 
hell—you will get hell.” 


TRENDPOST: Bennett, who is considered even more extreme than Netanyahu, has 
become one of the faces of Israel’s response to the Hamas attack and has tried to 
present himself as a rational actor. But in 2013, he said Palestinians are terrorists that 
should be “killed, not released.” 


In 2018, Bennett said Israeli forces should have a “shoot to kill” policy, including for 
minors. 


Remember Amalek 
Netanyahu has called the current war in Gaza a holy war and said during a recent 
press conference that Israelis would do well to remember “what Amalek has done to 


you.” 


The Times, citing scholars, reported that the comment was meant as a call to 
exterminate their “men and women, children, and infants.” 
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Moshe Feiglin, a former member of the Israeli Knesset, said in an interview in October 
that Israel has yet to even the score with Hamas because it did not burn Gaza down to 
the ground. 


“We have to realize that the fact that 18 days have passed since then and we still have 
not revenged, in a biblical way, and have not caused all of our neighbors and all the 
antisemites all over the world ... we have lost the basic right of every Jew on the globe 
to exist,” he told Israel’s Arutz Sheva-lsrael National News. “And this is because we 
did not burn Gaza to ashes immediately, immediately! And even worse than that. We 
have invited the Americans to come. We didn’t do this in 1948, in 1956, in 1967 or in 
1973. Thanks to [Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu] Bibi we have created a 
Banana Republic here under the wings of America.” 


TRENDPOST: Amir Weitmann, the head of the libertarian caucus in Israel's Likud 
Party, appeared on Russia’s RT last month and expressed his outrage at Russia’s 
stance on the war since fighting broke out. 


Russia has been critical of Israel’s response to the Hamas attack and has accused 
Netanyahu of killing an unnecessarily high number of civilians. 


“Russia is supporting the enemies of Israel. Russia is supporting Nazi people who want 
to commit genocide on us and Russia will pay the price,” Weitmann said, according to 
Newsweek. “We’re gonna win this war. Afterwards, we're not forgetting what you're 
doing, we're not forgetting, we will come, we will make sure Ukraine wins. We will 
make sure that you pay the price for what you have done, you as Russia.” 


TRENDPOST: Genocide is defined: the deliberate killing of many people from a 
particular nation or ethnic group with the aim of destroying that nation or group. 


Craig Mokhiber, the head of the UN’s human rights office in New York, said there has 


been a “wholesale slaughter of the Palestinian people, rooted in an ethno-nationalist 
settler colonial ideology.” 
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Mokhiber, who has reached retirement age, announced he will step down from his 
position and said the UN is failing in its mission. 


“Once again we are seeing a genocide unfolding before our eyes and the organization 
we serve appears powerless to stop it,” he said. (See “TOP UN OFFICIAL STEPS 
DOWN AFTER CALLING ISRAEL’S ACTIONS IN GAZA A ‘TEXTBOOK CASE OF 
GENOCIDE’” 7 Nov 2023, “HAARETZ NOTES THAT NEARLY HALF OF THOSE 
KILLED DURING HAMAS ATTACK WERE ISRAELI SECURITY FORCES” 31 Oct 2023, 
“U.S. CALLED OUT BY DEVELOPING WORLD FOR BLATANT HYPOCRISY OVER 
ISRAEL AND RUSSIA” 31 Oct 2023 and “SPEAKER MIKE JOHNSON IS ISRAEL’S 
FAR-RIGHT’S MAN” 31 Oct 2023.) 


Amichai Eliyahu, Israel’s Jerusalem Affairs and Heritage Minister who said in an 
interview that a nuclear strike is an option for Gaza since there are no innocent 
civilians, also said Israeli settlements in Gaza should be reestablished after the war 
ends. 


Israeli officials have not held back when considering the future of Gaza. 


Norman Finkelstein, the Palestine scholar, posted some of the remarks on his 
Substack page. 


“We need to put them [the Palestinians] on boats and send them to wherever will be 
good for them. They’re wanted in Scotland? We'll hand them over,” Nissim Vaturi, the 
deputy speaker of the Knesset, said earlier this month. 


Another official said, “We are now rolling out the Gaza Nakba. From an operational 


point of view, there is no way to wage a war—as the IDF seeks to do in Gaza—with 
masses between the tanks and the soldiers ... Gaza Nakba 2023. That’s how it’ll end.” 
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TOP ISRAELI POLITICIAN: ‘BURN GAZA NOW...NOTHING LESS!’ 


mo 


Nissim Vaturi, a far-right member of Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud 
see, Patty, took to social media to accuse his 

| country of being too soft on Palestinians in 
Gaza and said the city should be burned to 
the ground. 


“All of this preoccupation with whether or 
not there is internet in Gaza shows that we have learned nothing,” he posted. “We are 
too humane. Burn Gaza now no less! Don’t allow fuel in, don’t allow water in until the 
hostages are returned back!” 


The Times of Israel reported that Vaturi posted the comment after the war cabinet 
“approved the entry of two trucks of fuel per day to prevent the collapse of the 
sewage treatment system, which risked a mass-disease outbreak.” 


Members of Netanyahu’s extremist wing of the Knesset have insisted on completely 
choking off the coastal enclave until Hamas releases its remaining hostages. 


Bezalel Smotrich, the far-right finance minister who called on Israeli forces to wipe out 
an entire Palestinian village earlier this year, called the decision to allow two fuel trucks 
to enter Gaza a “grave mistake.” 


Itamar Ben Gvir, the minister overseeing Israel’s police, also said: “So long as our 
hostages don’t even get a visit from the Red Cross, there’s no sense in giving the 
enemy humanitarian gifts,” Politico reported. 

TRENDPOST: Common Dreams noted that Ben Caspit, an Israeli journalist, 
responded to Vaturi’s post by suggesting that the comments could fuel "anti-Israel 
propaganda." 


Vaturi responded: “Your fear will kill us. Stop being humane.” 
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Vaturi speaks like a man who knows the U.S. is bought and paid for by the pro-Israel 
lobby. 


Ariel Sharon, the former Israeli prime minister, said in 2001: “Every time we do 
something you tell me Americans will do this and will do that. | want to tell you 
something very clear, don’t worry about American pressure on Israel. We, the Jewish 
people, contro! America, and the Americans know it... | don’t care what the American 
people think, | own the congress!” 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on how there’s a double standard when 
it comes to U.S. and Israel’s foreign policy. (See “STATE DEPARTMENT DIVIDE: 
DIPLOMATS CALL ON BIDEN ADMINISTRATION TO CONDEMN ISRAEL’S GAZA 
GENOCIDE” 7 Nov 2023, “TOP TREND 2023, MIDEAST MELTDOWN: ISRAEL WAR 
THREATENS GLOBAL ECONOMY” 7 Nov 2023, “HEZBOLLAH HEAD WARNS 
ISRAEL: KEEP KILLING PALESTINIANS, GET READY FOR MULTI-FRONT WAR” 7 
Nov 2023 and “PRO-ISRAEL BILLIONAIRE PUSHES CENSORSHIP. WANTS TO 
ENFORCE FINANCIAL BLOCKADE AGAINST PENN STATE” 7 Nov 2023.) 


A U.S. official told The Times of Israel that while the U.S. has increased some 
pressure, it is still giving Israel a lot of room to work with, vis-a-vis its war effort in Gaza 
amid growing international outrage. 


“There have been some public statements that appear as if the US is turning in a 
different direction, but | don’t think that is the case,” the official said. 


The official continued, “We really listen to them and we do what we can [to address 


their concerns], as long as it doesn’t undermine our ability to operate on the ground 
militarily.” 
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UN: 102 WORKERS KILLED IN GAZA AS ISRAEL CONTINUES ONSLAUGHT 


The UN agency for Palestinian refugees, 
UNRWA, announced last week that at least 
Ms 102 workers have died in Gaza as Israel 
continues to enforce its blockade while 
targeting civilian targets in military strikes. 


1 UNRWA noted that most of the workers 

died inside their homes during Israeli 
strikes, and not while serving, The New York Times reported. Most worked as teachers 
and all were Palestinians. There are 13,000 UN staff workers in Gaza. 


“It is a huge, huge loss,” Juliette Touma, the director of communications for UNRWA, 
told the paper. “Every day, we get more of these reports of our colleagues who were 
killed.” 


The UN announced that more aid workers were killed in Gaza than in any other single 
conflict in the organization’s 78-year history, CNN reported. 


UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres ordered flags to half-mast at offices around 
the world to honor the colleagues. He said “they will never be forgotten.” 


Israel has been carrying out strikes across Gaza after the 7 October Hamas attack that 
resulted in the deaths of 1,200 Israelis. Israel killed over 11,000 in response, including 
4,609 children. 


CNN reported that UNRWA is the top UN agency currently operating in Gaza. There 
are 780,000 Gazans taking cover in more than 150 “overcrowded facilities.” 


“The scale of this is really unlike anything we have seen. It is really difficult to see 
where we go from here, unless there are going to be serious resources channeled into 
UNRWA,” Anne Irfan, a lecturer at University College London and the author of a 
recent book about the agency. 
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Riyad Mansour, the UN’s permanent observer of the State of Palestine, said in a 
statement: “We want to stop the crime against humanity of forced mass transfer...to 
allow the Palestinian people to stay in the Gaza Strip. It is our homeland.” 


“We don't want to live a second Nakba. We want to stay in our homeland and to 
rebuild the Gaza Strip,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: News out of Gaza on Saturday was the Israeli bombing of a UN school 
that killed “at least 50 people” located in the Jabalia refugee camp. 


BBC Verify said it has “geolocated footage to al-Fakhoura school in Jabalia that shows 
many people—including women and children—with severe injuries or lying motionless 
on the floor in different parts of the building.” 


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has insisted that Israel has to strike hospitals and 
schools because Hamas uses these facilities to hide its weapons and uses 
underground facilities as command-and-control stations. (See “THE ISRAEL 
EXCEPTION TO FREE SPEECH” 14 Nov 2023, and “14 PALESTINIANS KILLED 
DURING ANOTHER ISRAEL RAID IN THE WEST BANK” 14 Nov 2023.) 


Israel gets away with killing dozens in each airstrike because it can claim that it was 
targeting Hamas fighters alongside civilians. And Palestinian lives don’t matter. 
Imagine the outrage if the over 13,000 killed in Gaza—mostly women and 
children—were Jews being bombed by Palestinians... or if they were Ukrainians being 
bombed to death by Russia? 


There would be political and media outrage, but since they are Palestinians, the 


mainstream media and the Western leaders support their slaughter and homes being 
bombed to ruin. 


Trends Journal 75 21 November 2023 


IRAN SIGNALS TO U.S. THAT IT DOES NOT WANT LARGER CONFLICT, WARNS 
AGAINST MORE ATTACKS IN GAZA 


@ Iran has told the U.S. through diplomatic 

' channels that it has no interest in joining a 
war effort against Israel—but the Israeli 
bombings and humanitarian conditions in 
Gaza could reach the point that it will have 
to intervene. 


“Over the past 40 days, messages have 
been exchanged between Iran and the U.S., via the U.S. interest section at the Swiss 
embassy in Tehran,” Hossein Amirabdollahian, the Iranian foreign minister said in an 
interview, according to the Financial Times. 


Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, lran’s supreme leader, has also reportedly said that Tehran will 
not join the fight. 


He said in the interview that Iran has no interest in the war expanding, “but due to the 
approach adopted by the U.S. and Israel in the region, if the crimes against the people 
of Gaza and the West Bank are not stopped, any possibility could be considered and 
a wider conflict could prove inevitable.” 


Amirabdollahian and his Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov held a phone call on 
Sunday and the two discussed the need for a ceasefire and the urgency to assist the 
civilian population in Gaza. 


Amirabdollahian has rejected allegations in the U.S. that it knew about the Hamas 
attack beforehand and also denied supporting regional groups like Hamas, Hezbollah 
in Lebanon, or the Houthis in Yemen, Middle East Eye reported. 

lran’s top diplomat accused the U.S. of inflaming the region by providing Israel with 


weapons and moving troops into Israel. Tehran also said the U.S.’s decision to deploy 
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two carrier groups off the coast of Gaza was inflammatory—and not even smart 
militarily because they become vulnerable to missile strikes. 


“The war has already expanded in the region,” he said. “The fact that the Yemeni army 
attacks the occupied lands with missiles and drones means the war has begun to 
expand. The fact that Hezbollah is fighting with a third of the Israeli army shows the 
war has expanded.” 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the U.S.’s shadow war 
with Iran. (See “MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN HEATING UP: U.S. SENDS BUNKER 
BUSTING BOMBS TO ‘DETER’ IRAN” 2 May 2023, “ISRAEL PUSHING U.S. TO FIGHT 
IRAN” 18 Apr 2023 and “WWIII: ISRAEL SAYS RUSSIA COULD PROVIDE IRAN WITH 
UPDATED AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS SO WINDOW ON NUKE FACILITIES COULD BE 
CLOSING” 7 Mar 2023.) 


Earlier this year, Washington and Israel carried out a war drill called Juniper Oak that 
included a menu of America’s top military jets and about 7,500 troops along with 
about 1,100 Israeli troops. The two countries wanted to send a message to Tehran that 
they can still respond to the Iranian threat while assisting Ukraine in its war with 
Russia. 


The exercise was the largest ever joint exercise conducted by Israel, including over 
140 aircraft that the report noted included nuclear-capable bombers and F-35 fighter 
jets. The hope is that the exercise will improve the “interoperability” of the U.S. and 
Israeli forces. 


The U.S. has also been bolstering forces in major shipping routes in the region to 
counter Iran, which has created another layer of tension between Washington and 
Tehran. (See “MIDDLE EAST MELTDOWN: BIDEN ESCALATES TENSIONS WITH IRAN 
IN STRAIT OF HORMUZ” 15 Aug 2023, “U.S. DEPLOYS NEW FORCES TO GULF OF 
OMAN AMID TENSIONS WITH IRAN OVER OIL TANKERS” 24 Jul 2023 and “MIDDLE 
EAST MELTDOWN: STOKING TENSIONS WITH IRAN, U.S. SENDS F-16 FIGHTERS 
TO THE PERSIAN GULF” 18 Jul 2023.) 
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No Organized Effort 


Amirabdollahian said there is no organized effort in the region among these smaller 
groups, but he told reporters that these groups are “not indifferent towards the killing 
of their Muslim and Arab peers in Palestine.” 


Clashes between Israeli and Hezbollah forces continue to increase as the war drags 
on. The Times of Israel reported that the Lebanon-based group has fired more than 
1,000 missiles and projectiles since the start of the war. 


The paper noted that the clash on Monday began with IDF striking targets first. Israel 
struck a target later in the day — prompting Hezbollah to launch 25 rockets and a few 
suicide drones. 


Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli leader, said last week that Hezbollah was “playing 
with fire.” 


“Fire will be met with much stronger fire. They must not try us, because we have 
displayed only a little part of our power. We will harm those who harm us,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: The Israel War will drag on because Arab countries in the region have 
largely taken Iran’s stance thus far: criticize Israel and the U.S., but stay away from the 
conflict. 


Herzi Halevi, chief of staff of the Israel Defense Forces, with the blessing of the U.S., 
announced that his forces will continue to expand their operations in Gaza. 


“While there remains work to be completed [in northern Gaza], we are approaching it 
successfully,” Halevi said in remarks published on Friday, according to the FT. “The IDF 
will continue in its operations within the strip, and as far as we are concerned, more 
and more regions [will be targeted].” 


TREND FORECAST: Should Iran become involved in the Israel War and there is a 
military confrontation between Iran vs. the United States and Israel, it will be a 


dramatic escalation of WWIII. Also, Brent Crude prices will dramatically rise to $130 
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plus a barrel which will in turn crash equity markets and the already unstable global 
economy. 


NETANYAHU TRIES TO SELL DOMINO THEORY TO GALVANIZE U.S. SUPPORT 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
told reporters last week that if Israel does 
not snuff out terrorists in Gaza, Western 
states will be targeted next. 


“We have to win to protect Israel. We have 
to win to safeguard the Middle East. We 
have to win for the sake of the civilized 
world. That's the battle we're fighting, and it's being waged right now. There is no 
substitute for that victory,” he told Fox News's Sean Hannity. 


“If we don't win now, then Europe is next and you're next,” Netanyahu warned. 


Netanyahu made the comments as his forces continued to pummel Gaza and raid 
hospitals under the auspices of looking for Hamas fighters seeking a safe haven. 
There has been no evidence to support Israel’s claim. 


Netanyahu has refused to budge on growing calls for a humanitarian ceasefire in 
Gaza. He said Israel will take control of the security oversight in Gaza after the war 
and—no matter who ends up governing the city in the future—Israel will need to have 
the ability to enter the city at any time to “kill the killers.” 


Yair Lapid, the former Israeli prime minister and ad pitchman, called on his successor 
to step down because the Israeli government is “not functioning.” 


“We need change—Netanyahu cannot continue to be prime minister. We cannot allow 
ourselves to conduct a prolonged campaign with a prime minister that the public has 
no faith in,” he said, according to The Times of Israel. 
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Lapid said the coalition will “sit [in government] under another candidate from the 
Likud,” the paper said. 


The paper noted on Saturday that the Netanyahu-led coalition that won “64 seats in 
the November 2022 elections would crash to just 45 seats in the 120-strong Knesset 
were elections held today.” 


Channel 12, which conducted the poll, noted that prime ministers historically see a 
boost in support during wars, but this broke from tradition. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has used 
the Vietnam-era Domino Theory to sell Western support for his military efforts, and 
described Russian President Vladimir Putin as a dictator intent on expansion. (See 
“EUROPEAN COUNTRIES PROMISE ZELENSKY MORE WEAPONS TO KEEP 
BLOODYING KILLING FIELDS” 10 Oct 2023 and “DUTCH PM SELLS DOMINO 
THEORY WAR HYPE: RUSSIA WON’T STOP AT UKRAINE” 24 Jan 2023.) 


U.S. officials used the “domino effect” to explain the threat of communism expanding 
in the Far East if given the chance to spread in South Vietnam and Laos. 


President Dwight D. Eisenhower was asked in 1954 about the strategic importance of 
Indochina. 


“You have a row of dominoes set up, you knock over the first one, and what will 
happen to the last one is the certainty that it will go over very quickly. So you could 
have a beginning of a disintegration that would have the most profound influences,” he 
said. 


We’ve reported that Netanyahu was fighting for his political survival even before the 7 
October attack. (See “WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR: 
NETANYAHU KNEW ABOUT LOOMING ATTACK” 7 Nov 2023, “NETANYAHU’S 
GOVERNMENT CONTINUES ITS WAR ON PALESTINIANS” 12 Sep 2023, 
“DUH-MOCK-RACY: ISRAEL HOLDING OVER 1,200 DETAINEES — MAINLY 
PALESTINIANS — WHO HAVE NOT BEEN CHARGED” 8 Aug 2023, “NETANYAHU’S 
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HARDLINE COALITION TAKES HOLD AMID SURGE IN VIOLENCE AGAINST 
PALESTINIANS” 5 Jul 2023, “UN: OK FOR ISRAEL TO KILL PALESTINIAN CHILDREN 
BUT SHAMES RUSSIA FOR KILLING CHILDREN IN UKRAINE” 27 Jun 2023 and 
“NETANYAHU’S GOVERNMENT TO STEAL MORE PALESTINIAN LAND” 20 Jun 
2023.) 


The Times of Israel cited an opinion poll by the Maariv newspaper on Saturday that 
found 80 percent of Israelis believe Netanyahu should “publicly accept responsibility 
for the staggering failures that led to the devastating October 7 onslaught.” 


U.S. “KNESSET” SPEAKER MIKE JOHNSON SAYS CALLS FOR A CEASEFIRE IN 
GAZA ARE ‘OUTRAGEOUS’ 


U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson 
attended the pro-Israel rally in Washington 
on Tuesday and criticized those calling fora 
ceasefire in Gaza after over 11,000 
Palestinians have been killed—40 percent 
children—since the start of the war. 


Johnson, who holds ties to Israel's far-right 
and was given a tour of Israel in 2020 by a “top settler,” told the crowd that Israel 
needs to press on because if it stops, it will cease to exist. 


“Israel will cease their counteroffensive when Hamas ceases to be a threat to the 
Jewish state,” he said. 


“I agree with our friend, Prime Minister [Benjamin] Netanyahu who said this is a battle 
between good versus evil, between light versus darkness, between civilization and 
barbarism. And we want to make absolutely clear where America stands in that fight, 
and we’ll continue to do that.” 
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Johnson addressed a pro-Israel rally last week in Washington and was greeted by 
cheers of, “No ceasefire, no ceasefire,” while he spoke at the rostrum. He later 
published a video ad of highlights from the rally, titled, “The fight for the survival of 
Israel unites us all.” 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that the rally was called bipartisan even because it 
featured Republican and Democratic politicians, including Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., Johnson, and Rep. Hakeem Jefferies, D-N.Y. At one point, 
they locked hands and chanted, “We stand with Israel.” 


The Trends Journal reported on how Johnson’s personal belief would fit in nicely with 
those who make up Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s hardline Knesset. 
(See “SPEAKER MIKE JOHNSON IS ISRAEL’S FAR-RIGHT’S MAN” 31 October 2023.) 


Johnson did not waste any time last month to let the American public know that his 
first measure of business was to “support” Israel. 


“Our nation’s greatest ally in the Middle East is under attack—the first bill that | am 
going to bring to this floor, will be in support of our dear friend Israel. And we’re 
overdue in getting that done,” the Louisiana Republican said to cheers from Congress. 


Haaretz published an illuminating report last week that could offer a glimpse into 
Johnson’s decision to list Israel as his top agenda item as speaker in an article titled, 
“New House Speaker Mike Johnson, an Evangelical Christian, Holds Ties to Israel’s Far 
Right.” 


The paper wrote that his selection was “the most significant victory to date for 
evangelical Christians’ pro-Israel movement.” 


The Intercept, to an OpenSecrets analysis of his political contributors, reported that 


the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, or AIPAC, was Johnson’s top during his 
most recent campaign, chipping in $25,000 between 2021 and 2022. 
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MOST AMERICANS WANT CEASEFIRE IN GAZA, NEW POLL SAYS 


About 68 percent of Americans polled said 
they believe Israel should “call a ceasefire 
and try to negotiate” and say the U.S. 
should try to play a role in preventing 
further violence in the besieged city. 


H Calls for a ceasefire have been a 
non-starter. Israel claims that Hamas will 
use any break in fighting as a window to reorganize and the U.S., Israel’s chief enabler, 

has allowed Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to set the tone. 


The poll was conducted by Reuters/Ipsos. About 32 percent of those polled—which 
closed Tuesday—said Washington should continue to back Israel, which is down from 
the 41 percent in a poll taken five days after the 7 October Hamas attack. 


Reuters noted that the biggest drop came from older respondents from both political 
parties. The most recent poll found that 68 percent of Americans agreed with the 
statement that “Israel should call a ceasefire and try to negotiate.” 


The report said: “In a potentially worrisome sign for Israel, just 31 percent of poll 
respondents said they supported sending Israel weapons, while 43 percent opposed 
the idea. The rest said they were unsure. Support for sending Israel weapons was 
strongest among Republicans, while roughly half of Democrats were opposed.” 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the U.S.-approved 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Israel has bombed civilians and prevented essential food, 
water, and fuel from entering the coastal enclave. (See “CHINA CALLS FOR 
CEASEFIRE IN GAZA AMID HUMANITARIAN CRISIS” 14 Nov 2023, “GERMANY 
CRACKS DOWN ON THOSE WHO SPEAK OUT AGAINST ISRAEL’S ATROCITIES IN 
GAZA” 14 Nov 2023, “NEW YORK TIMES REPORTER RESIGNS AFTER SPEAKING 
OUT AGAINST GENOCIDE IN GAZA” 14 Nov 2023 and “ANTI-ISRAELI-WAR 
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PROTESTS BREAK OUT AROUND THE WORLD IN OPPOSITION TO GAZA 
GENOCIDE, FACE MEDIA BLACKOUTS” 14 Nov 2023.) 


Philippe Lazzarini, the head of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees, told reporters last week that he believes there is a “deliberate attempt to 
strangle our operation and paralyze the UNRWA operation.” 


“We run the risk of having to suspend the entire humanitarian operation” because of 
lack of fuel, he said. 


“I do believe that it is outrageous that humanitarian agencies have been reduced to 
begging for fuel,” he told reporters, according to Al Jazeera. 


TRENDPOST: Another day and still no urgency because Israel and the U.S. play by a 
different rulebook. Imagine Syria’s Bashar al-Assad choked millions of innocents from 
life-sustaining goods in the name of fighting what he considered terrorists. 


Netanyahu, meanwhile, keeps Gazans living in an outdoor prison and has approved 
near-nightly raids in the West Bank—even before the Hamas attack. 


Norman Finkelstein, one of the foremost scholars on Palestine, said in an undated 
video that Netanyahu’s government needs a violent Hamas to maintain its effort to 
steal more land from the Palestinians. 


“Of course, the last thing that Netanyahu wants is a reasonable Hamas,” he said. 
“That’s a disaster for Israel because the moment that Hamas starts to behave 
reasonably, than the pressure begins to be exerted on Israel, ‘Well, they’re being 
reasonable, why don’t you negotiate and end the conflict,’ which is the one thing Israel 
doesn’t want...not that it doesn’t want to end the conflict, it doesn’t want to end the 
occupation. And it needs an ‘extremist Hamas’ in order to justify its gradual 
absorption, its incremental annexation of the occupied Palestinian territories.” 
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Ehud Olmert, the former Israeli prime 
minister, said in an interview last week that 
T Israels war effort against the nearly 

§ defenseless Gazan population “must go 
on” until Hamas is destroyed. 


Olmert said every child that is killed in Gaza 
is “terrible,” but told Euronews that Israeli 
forces need to continue driving to Hamas’s underground command center in Khan 
Yunis, which is in the southern Gaza Strip. 


Mai El-Sadany, a human rights lawyer and the executive director of the Tahrir Institute 
for Middle East Policy, in Washington, told The Guardian that Israel failed to provide 
“anywhere even close to the level of evidence required to justify the narrow exception 
under which hospitals can be targeted under the laws of war.” 


Israeli troops raided the hospital on Wednesday—beginning at about 2 a.m.— and 
have been searching for signs of Hamas ever since. 


CNN reported Saturday that video evidence suggests that the IDF rearranged 
weaponry inside the Al Shifa hospital compound in an apparent effort to sell the claim 
that Hamas was using the facility to stage attacks. 


Israel has used the claim to justify its decision to attack hospitals in Gaza— which 
would normally be considered a war crime. (The BBC reported Friday that early 
evidence suggests that Israel’s claim was exaggerated.) 


The CNN report said: An Israel Defense Forces video on November 15 showing a tour 
of Hamas weaponry found at Al-Shifa hospital shows less weaponry at the scene than 
in later footage filmed by international news crews, indicating the weaponry may have 
been moved or placed there prior to news crews arriving. 
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Israel denied the report. 


TRENDPOST: Israel is trying to change the narrative after staging constant attacks on 
the Al Shifa Hospital in Gaza City and justifying them by claiming Hamas’s main control 
center was located underneath the facility. After days of searching through the 
hospital, there has been no smoking gun and Israel runs the risk of becoming even 
more isolated if no center is discovered. 


Olmert is now preparing the world for the next stage of the genocide. (See “ISRAEL 
CONTINUES TO TARGET AMBULANCES” 7 Nov 2023, “MASS MURDER AND 
GENOCIDE: ISRAEL’S GAZA CARPET BOMBING MURDERS TENS OF THOUSANDS 
WOUNDS SCORES OF THOUSANDS OF PALESTINIANS” 7 Nov 2023 and “BODIES 
PILE UP_IN GAZA AS ISRAEL’S RELENTLESS BOMBING CAMPAIGN, TERROR 
BLOCKADE CONTINUES” 31 Oct 2023.) 


“Khan Yunis, which is in the southern part of the Gaza Strip, is the real headquarters of 
Hamas,” Olmert told Euronews. “There they have the leadership, they are hiding, they 
have the bunkers, they have the command positions, they have the launching pads.” 


Gaza is about 25 miles long and five miles wide and Gazans have been fleeing to the 
southern part of the city in hopes to escape U.S.-approved Israeli bombings. 


Euronews reminded Olmert that Israel presented the Gaza City hospital as the main 
launching ground for attacks for weeks. 


He responded, “You have seen the weaponry, you haven't seen the leaders.” 


“There [is] so many fake news,” he said, according to The Jerusalem Post. “It’s now 
part of life. Everything is spread carelessly. Had you asked me two weeks ago, I’d have 
told you that the center is really in Khan Yunis. What Israel needs to do now is to 
announce that when the military battle [is] over, immediately, Israel is prepared to 
embark on negotiations with the Palestinian Authority for a two-state solution.” 


Trends Journal 86 21 November 2023 


On Saturday, the IDF had issued evacuation orders to the remaining 2,500 internally 
displaced people who had been seeking refuge on the hospital grounds, the World 
Health Organization said in a statement. 


The WHO described the deplorable conditions in the hospital: “Lack of clean water, 
fuel, medicines, food and other essential aid over the last 6 weeks have caused 
Al-Shifa Hospital—once the largest, most advanced and best equipped referral 
hospital in Gaza—to essentially stop functioning as a medical facility. The team 
observed that due to the security situation, it has been impossible for the staff to carry 
out effective waste management in the hospital. Corridors and the hospital grounds 
were filled with medical and solid waste, increasing the risk of infection. Patients and 
health staff with whom they spoke were terrified for their safety and health, and 
pleaded for evacuation. Al-Shifa Hospital can no longer admit patients, with the injured 
and sick now being directed to the seriously overwhelmed and barely functioning 
Indonesian Hospital.” 


ISRAEL’S TOP HOSTAGE NEGOTIATOR AS CORRUPT AS NETANYAHU, CRITICS 
SAY 


Gal Hirsch, the head of Israel’s Kidnapped 
22 T | and Missing Persons Task Force, is a 

CO ON èr controversial pick and is an example of 

_ Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 

hardline and anti-Palestinian government, 

critics say. 


The Financial Times reported last week that 
Hirsch is widely considered a “darling of Israel’s right” who, in 2018, spoke about the 
time he was forced to square off against Hezbollah fighters in Lebanon. 


“| killed Arabs there,” he said in the interview. “I fought them there, and there.” 
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The paper noted that he was tapped for the job one day after the 7 October raid by 
Hamas. The paper said his critics see him as a failed politician who is using the 
attacks to try to breathe life back into his career. Israel’s right-wing media has been 
accommodating. The FT noted that The Jerusalem Post ran a headline shortly after he 
took over the role: “Gal Hirsch vindicated at last.” 


Hirsch’s role is voluntary, and his office told The FT in a statement that he considers 
his task a holy mission. 


Israel said Sunday that there was a deal in the works to free some of the hostages that 
have been held by Hamas. There were about 240 Israelis taken hostage during the 
raid and are believed to be scattered across Gaza. Netanyahu said he will not relent in 
the bombing campaign and the blockade until the hostages are released. 


The Washington Post reported that the deal is “close” and would include the freeing of 
dozens of women and children held hostage in Gaza. Israel would have to agree to 
stop fighting for five days. 


Israelis are growing impatient. 


“I don’t think they appointed the best, most talented person to deal with the issue,” 
Neta Heiman-Mina, whose mother was taken hostage, told the paper. “He got in 
touch and | said: ‘What can you tell me about my mother?’ He said, ‘I don't know 
what to say to you.’ | said, ‘Well, why did you call me then?” 


TRENDPOST: Haaretz has called for Hirsch to step down from the role given he faces 
a tax-evasion indictment, which he denies. His critics see him like Netanyahu — who is 
also facing corruption charges — as interested in serving only his future political career. 
(See “WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR: NETANYAHU KNEW 
ABOUT LOOMING ATTACK” 7 Nov 2023, “NETANYAHU’S GOVERNMENT 
CONTINUES ITS WAR ON PALESTINIANS” 12 Sep 2023, “DUH-MOCK-RACY: 
ISRAEL HOLDING OVER 1,200 DETAINEES — MAINLY PALESTINIANS — WHO HAVE 
NOT BEEN CHARGED” 8 Aug 2023, “NETANYAHU’S HARDLINE COALITION TAKES 
HOLD AMID SURGE IN VIOLENCE AGAINST PALESTINIANS” 5 Jul 2023, “UN: OK 
FOR ISRAEL TO KILL PALESTINIAN CHILDREN, BUT SHAMES RUSSIA FOR 
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KILLING CHILDREN IN UKRAINE” 27 Jun 2023 and “NETANYAHU’S GOVERNMENT 
TO STEAL MORE PALESTINIAN LAND” 20 Jun 2023.) 


“Gal Hirsch is an idiot, living in his own world; he’s full of himself, has no empathy. It’s 
a disgrace that he’s put in charge of something so sensitive,” a former soldier told The 
FT. “He invented his own military language, he has no experience in intelligence, [and 
he] hasn’t done any negotiations in his life.” 


Haaretz mocked him for walking next to one of the few freed hostages while wearing a 
bulletproof vest as though he, single-handedly saved her, even though the deal was 
ironed out between the U.S. and Qatar. 


“Unbelievable. Even now, at Israel’s lowest moment, Netanyahu’s people are busy first 
and foremost with self-glorification, and to hell with the country,” the paper wrote. 


Just weeks ago, Hirsch reportedly scolded European diplomats over their countries’ 
decision to back the decades-old Olso Accord. 


“Instead of asking us how we can help in releasing the captives, he came to reprimand 
us for an agreement signed when none of us were in office,” one of the envoys told 
The Times of Israel. 


MURDEROUS CLAN: EX-U.S. OFFICIALS RALLY AROUND ISRAEL AMID GAZA 
GENOCIDE 


Ex-U.S. officials— who served in both 
Republican Democrat 
administrations—signed a letter blessing 
President Joe Biden’s decision to support 
Israel’s ethnic cleansing in Gaza. 


The New York Times reported that the 
letter, which was signed by 100 former 


Trends Journal 89 21 November 2023 


officials, acknowledged Biden’s “moral clarity, courageous leadership and staunch 
support” for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 


Signatories of the letter were particularly impressed with Biden’s planned $14.3 billion 
“support package” for Israel, and his refusal to support a ceasefire. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that the pro-Israel rally in Washington showed that 
most in attendance are pro-genocide. When CNN commentator Van Jones expressed 
some dismay over the number of innocent Gazans killed in the conflict, he was 
drowned out by those chanting, “No Ceasefire, No Ceasefire.” 


The genocide in Gaza is considered mainstream in some circles in Washington, which 
is as pathetic as it is shocking to the senses that according to the definition, this is 
clear genocide against the Palestinians which Israeli politicians have made clear they 
want to remove from Gaza...dead or alive: genocide: the deliberate killing of a large 
number of people from a particular nation or ethnic group with the aim 

of destroying that nation or group. 


Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., summed it up nicely last month when he was asked if 
there was a number of Palestinian deaths that he would consider too high. 


“No. If somebody asked us after World War Il, “Is there a limit what would you do to 

make sure that Japan and Germany don’t conquer the world? Is there any limit what 
Israel should do to the people who are trying to slaughter the Jews?” The answer is 

no. There is no limit,” he said. 


Stamp of Approval 

The letter celebrates Biden’s “moral clarity, courageous leadership, and staunch 
support of Israel,” in addition to endorsing his planned $14.3 billion support package 
for the country and Biden’s refusal to support a cease-fire in the conflict. 

The paper noted that the letter was signed by Ron Klain, Lawrence Summers, and 


Michele A. Flournoy, who partnered with Antony Blinken during the Trump 
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administration to create West Exec Advisers, which is part of the revolving door in 
Washington. 


The paper noted that the letter was signed by 137 officials, which paled in comparison 
to another letter sent by 500 calling on the Biden administration to push for a 
ceasefire. The paper noted that the signatories of the favorable letter said theirs 
should have more weight because they’ve made their names public. Those who did 
not come forward with their names know that they face career suicide in Washington if 
their names are ever made public. 


Halie Soifer, the Jewish former adviser to the UN during the Obama administration, 
helped organize the letter, and said she believed the so-called dissent within the 
administration was overblown. Soifer, the current head of the Jewish Democratic 
Council of America, noted that there was a recent poll that found half of Democrats 
polled approved Biden’s handling of the conflict. 


The paper also noted that another poll, that was released at around the same time, 
said 77 percent of Democrats want the White House to push for a ceasefire. 


TRENDPOST: Biden is trying to walk a political tightrope because the longer the Gaza 
genocide continues, the more Americans will see the atrocities that are being 
committed by Israeli forces under the guise of fighting terrorism. (See “BLINKEN: FU! 
NO CEASEFIRE AS ISRAEL DESTROYS GAZA, KILLING AND WOUNDING TENS OF 
THOUSANDS OF MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN” 14 Nov 2023, “STATE 
DEPARTMENT DIVIDE: DIPLOMATS CALL ON BIDEN ADMINISTRATION TO 
CONDEMN ISRAEL’S GAZA GENOCIDE” 7 Nov 2023 and “SPEECH IS DEAD IN U.S.: 
COLUMBIA SUSPENDS PRO-PALESTINIAN GROUPS THAT HAVE CALLED FOR 
CEASEFIRE” 14 Nov 2023.) 


If nothing more, Biden is a shrewd politician. NBC News reported Sunday that the 
White House has two different letters meant to appeal to pro-Israel and pro-Palestine 
members of the party. The pro-Israel letter focuses on the U.S. weapons support for 
Israel, while the pro-Palestine letter focuses on humanitarian aid that Washington has 
sent to the region. 
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"The United States stands with Israel," he wrote in one letter. "We will continue to 
ensure that Israel has what it needs to defend itself against terrorism in accordance 
with international humanitarian law. | will bring all resources to bear to secure the 
release of hostages held by Hamas—including our fellow Americans. " 


The other letter read, “We must always condemn terrorism when we see it," Biden 
writes to pro-Palestinian correspondents. "But Hamas does not represent the 
Palestinian people. It does not stand for the dignity of Palestinians. We mourn the 
many innocent Palestinians who have been killed.” 


ISRAEL HAD PLANS TO ATTACK YEMEN AFTER OCTOBER HAMAS INVASION 


Tomer Bar, the Israeli Air Force 

: commander, told reporters last week that 
Israel had attack plans for Yemen after the 
-t2 7 October Hamas attack raised fears of a 
y multi-front war in the country. 


“ Since the Hamas attack, Houthis in Yemen 
have fired cruise missiles at Israel that have been intercepted by both Israel and U.S. 
warships in the region. Yemen is one of the poorest nations in the world, but Houthis 
have advanced missiles that have been provided by Iran. 


Yemeni armed forces, affiliated with the Houthi Ansar Allah group, launched “a batch 
of ballistic missiles” last week at various Israeli targets in the “occupied Palestinian 
territories.” The launch came “after 24 hours of another military operation by drones on 
the same Israeli targets.” 


Bar said Israel is prepared for any scenario. 
Abdul-Malik al-Houthi, leader of the lran-backed group, said, “Our eyes are open to 
constantly monitor and search for any Israeli ship in the Red Sea, especially in Bab 


al-Mandab, and near Yemeni regional waters.” 
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On Sunday, Houthi rebels took over an Israeli-linked cargo ship in the Red Sea and 
are holding 25 crew members hostage, The Associated Press reported. 


“All ships belonging to the Israeli enemy or that deal with it will become legitimate 
targets,” the Houthis said, according to the report. 


Mohammed Abdul-Salam, the Houthis’ chief negotiator, reportedly posted online: 
“The detention of the Israeli ship is a practical step that proves the seriousness of the 
Yemeni armed forces in waging the sea battle, regardless of its costs and costs. This 
is the beginning.” 


TRENDPOST: Israel called the ship seizure an “Iranian act of terrorism,” which is a 
signal to the U.S. and a new risk of an expanding war. Since the start of the year, the 
U.S. has been positioning forces in major waterways in the region to deter Iran. Tehran 
has accused the U.S. of purposely destabilizing the Middle East. (See “NEW HOUSE 
SPEAKER IDENTIFIES NEW ‘AXIS OF EVIL’: CHINA, IRAN, AND RUSSIA” 31 Oct 
2023, “BLINKEN WARNS IRAN NOT TO GET INVOLVED” 31 Oct 2023, “MIDDLE 
EAST MELTDOWN: IRAN BEING BLAMED FOR HAMAS ATTACK. YES OR NO?” 17 
Oct 2023 and “WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS, THEY TAKE YOU TO WAR: ISRAEL, U.S. 
PRACTICE STRIKING IRANIAN TARGETS” 12 Sep 2023.) 


JEWISH AMERICANS OVERWHELMINGLY APPROVE BIDEN’S HANDLING OF 
ISRAEL WAR 


The vast majority of Jewish voters in the 
U.S. approve of the way President Joe 
Biden is handling the Israel War in Gaza by 
refusing to push for a ceasefire and 
allowing Israeli forces to choke off Gazans 
from food, water, and fuel as a form of 
collective punishment after the 7 October 
Hamas attack. 
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The poll was taken in early November by GBAO Strategies and found that 74 percent 
of those surveyed supported Biden’s approach. The poll found that 68 percent intend 
to vote for Biden in 2024. Biden got a positive boost in the Jewish community for 
voicing his support for Israel, and 43 percent said his actions have made them feel 
more positive, in general, about him, RT, the Russian news outlet, reported. 


The report noted that the war is a divisive issue among Democrats and voters in the 
party are becoming more vocal about their support of Palestine. RT, citing a 
Quinnipiac poll published last week found the share of Democrats who are more 
sympathetic to Israel— when not taking into account their religion—fell from 61 
percent to 54 percent. The timeframe of the decrease was from mid-October to 
mid-November. 


The news outlet reported that Biden’s approval rating among Arab Americans is 
falling, which could be a factor in states like Michigan if he squares off with Donald 
Trump in 2024. These voters, who remember Trump’s travel ban, which was 
considered by critics as racist, could stay home on Election Day. 


Biden’s approval among these voters was at about 59 percent in 2020, but fell to 35 
percent before the 7 October Hamas attack. His approval among Arab Americans is at 
about 17.5 percent. 


TRENDPOST: Jim Gerstein of GBAO Strategies, the Washington, D.C.-based firm that 
conducted the poll, noted that Biden is easily defeating Trump when it comes to the 
Jewish American voter. 


“That doesn’t happen in a vacuum: Donald Trump, the likely Republican candidate for 
president, is extraordinarily unpopular with Jewish voters. | would actually expect that 
to grow as the election gets closer,” he said. 


Gerstein noted that more than nine in 10 Jewish voters noted that they were at least 


“somewhat concerned” about antisemitism in the country, which has been relatively 
consistent since April 2022. 
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Gerstein said the level of intensity has increased: While about six in 10 surveyed last 
year said they were “very concerned” about antisemitism, that figure has grown to 
nearly eight in 10 today, USA Today reported. 


TRENDPOST: Jewish Americans make up about 2.2 percent of the population, but the 
influence is in campaign financing. Pro-Israel groups like AIPAC seek and destroy 
candidates who are not sufficiently on their side. (See “AIPAC FLEXES $ MUSCLE: 
DUMPS IN MILLIONS TO POLITICAL LACKEYS” 9 Aug 2022, “AIPAC ATTACKS U.S. 
CANDIDATES CRITICAL OF ISRAEL” 24 May 2022 and “WHITE HOUSE CONDEMNS 
UNHINGED FOX NEWS HOST WHO ACCUSED CNN ANCHORS OF BEING 
‘SELF-HATING JEWS” 7 Nov 2023.) 


Slate magazine reported that AIPAC is ready to go to war against “The Squad,” which 
is made up of House reps who are not in the pockets of Jewish donors. Slate wrote: 
AIPAC has trained its attention on these members to make an example of them. 


Connor Farrell, president of the progressive fundraising group Left Rising, told the 
magazine, AIPAC wants “to make the statement this cycle that no one is safe from 
their wrath, that if you speak out, you can be targeted no matter how popular or how 
many cycles of incumbent you are.” 


The report said, “Close watchers now expect AIPAC to spend at least $100 million in 


Democratic primaries, largely trained on eliminating incumbent Squad members from 
their seats.” 
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MAJOR PROTESTS DEMANDING CEASEFIRE IN GAZA GROW, DESPITE 
ISRAEL’S VOW TO EXPAND OPERATION 


Massive protests continue to break out 
| across much of the world calling for a 
ceasefire in Gaza and rejecting Israel’s 
» genocide operations in Gaza. 


WSWS noted that since the 7 October 
Hamas attack, “tens, if not hundreds of 
millions of people, have taken to the streets 
to protest the ultra-right Zionist regime of Netanyahu and his war criminal allies in 
Washington, London, Berlin, Canberra and Paris.” 


But the report noted that despite the attendance and the message (calling for a 
ceasefire and the restoration of humanitarian aid) the “ruling elite in every country has 
ignored demands from protesters for a ceasefire and instead slandered demonstrators 
as ‘antisemitic’ and ‘Hamas supporters.’” 


IRELAND: The country has traditionally been a major supporter of the Palestinian 
cause and has stepped up during the ongoing U.S.-approved Gaza genocide. 


Thousands took part in a Dublin protest on Saturday in solidarity with Palestinians. 


The protesters chanted, “In our thousands in our millions, we are all Palestinians. From 
the river to the sea, Palestine will be free. Ceasefire now,” The Independent reported. 


People Before Profit, the Labor Party, and the Social Democrats took part in the 
demonstration. 


“We’re calling for a ceasefire so that the killing can stop, so that hostages can be 
released, so that we can get humanitarian aid in and then to begin, at some point, 
talks about peace again,” Leo Varadkar, the country’s deputy prime minister, said. 


The protest in Dublin occurred for the sixth week in a row. 


The demonstration organized by the lIreland-Palestine Solidarity Campaign told the 
media that the protest was meant to show “the Irish Government the depth and 
breadth of support that exists for Palestinian freedom in Irish society and to push them 
to act accordingly.” 


“It’s genocide... It’s retribution on an innocent population, most of them are children. 
There are over 5,000 children dead now. They’re bombing hospitals, schools, 
churches, mosques, there’s no justification,” Claire Mullen, a Dublin resident, told the 
outlet. “We don’t need to wait on America, the UK or Europe to tell us what to do. This 
is a stain that can never be wiped away.” 


MICHIGAN: Protesters staged a demonstration last week on the University of 
Michigan campus in Ann Arbor, Mich., and were videoed storming the building that 
contained the offices of school president Santa Ono. 


A campus police officer could be seen in one of the videos being pushed out of the 
way by demonstrators who said, “move cop, get out the way, we know you’re 
Israeli-trained,” Newsweek reported. 


Protesters also said they want the school to divest from Israel, which the school has 
rejected. The school decided to divest from Russia last year after the February 
invasion of Ukraine. 


School officials accused the protesters of pushing, shoving, and grabbing their way 
past security and police in a violent surge to get inside, Click on Detroit reported. The 
report said the protesters managed to enter Ono’s office. 


“I remember asking and saying to one of the police officers, ‘If you just let the 
students in, it is a peaceful protest, but they did not want any more people into the 
building, and students were trying to force their way into the building,” Ed Trager, who 
is a Michigan Medicine employee who was taking part in the protest, told the news 
outlet. 
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The protest prompted a multi-agency police response. About 200 protesters entered 
the vacated Ruthven Administration Building, MLive.com reported. 


NEW YORK CITY: Multiple protests broke out across New York to express outrage 
over U.S. support of Israel’s bombing campaign and blockade in Gaza. 


The New York Times reported that some of the protests occurred in Union Square, 
outside the J.P. Morgan offices on Madison Avenue, on the steps in front of the New 
York Public Library near Bryant Park, and in front of Gov. Kathy Hochul’s office. 


The paper said some of the signs read: “Ceasefire now.” And “Free Palestine.” 


“Every day | am watching Palestinian people get massacred. This can’t keep 
happening,” Debbie Bitar, 69, a demonstrator told the paper. 


The paper noted that actress Susan Sarandon has been a fixture at many of these 
protests. 


These protests have been more frequent as polls show support for Israel has been 
falling in the U.S. 


Antonio Guterres, the head of the UN, said the number of civilians killed in Israel’s war 
on Gaza has been “unparalleled and unprecedented” since he took office in 2017. 
Health officials in Gaza said Monday that the overall death toll from the bombardment 
hit 13,000. Democracy Now reported that more than 1.7 million Palestinians have 
been displaced. 


At least 50 people were killed in recent Israeli strikes on schools in the Jabaliya 
refugee camp. Some estimates put the number as high as 200, the report said. 


TRENDPOST: It is worth noting that Israeli leaders have described these protests as 
antisemitic and akin to supporting Nazi Germany during WWII. 


Nir Barkat, Israel’s minister of economy and industry, sent a warning to U.S. colleges, 
calling on them to get a grip on antisemitism on campus, or face the consequences. 
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“Schools that prioritize taking money instead of doing what’s right and doing good are 
going to have a serious problem,” he said. He made the comments in New York and 
said many “funders of Ivy League and other universities shy away from that kind of 
behavior.” 


The Trends Journal has reported on how rich Jewish Americans have used money to 
stage a blockade against freedom of speech when it relates to criticizing Israel. (See 
“UNIVERSITIES THAT ALLOW FREE SPEECH LOSE MILLIONS FROM PRO-ISRAEL 
DONORS” 24 Oct 2023, “SPEECH IS DEAD IN U.S.: COLUMBIA SUSPENDS 
PRO-PALESTINIAN GROUPS THAT HAVE CALLED FOR CEASEFIRE” 14 Nov 2023, 
and “PRO-ISRAEL BILLIONAIRE PUSHES CENSORSHIP. WANTS TO ENFORCE 
FINANCIAL BLOCKADE AGAINST PENN STATE” 7 Nov 2023.) 


These donors are no longer hiding their influence. Barkat accurately said schools that 
don’t bow to Israel will be forced to “pay a heavy price.” 


We’ve seen Israel’s influence in Washington, which has been nearly unanimous in its 
support of Israel’s war. Barkat called the cohesion with Washington something he has 
not seen in decades. 


About 2,000 graduates of Columbia University announced that they will withhold 
donations to the school over “anti-Palestinian racism” on campus. (See “SPEECH IS 
DEAD IN U.S.: COLUMBIA SUSPENDS PRO-PALESTINIAN GROUPS THAT HAVE 
CALLED FOR CEASEFIRE” 14 Nov 2023.) 


“The university’s decision to suspend these student groups is not simply a matter of 
censorship or the repression of freedom of speech,” said the Columbia alumni, 
according to Truthout. “Columbia is punishing students for protesting against ethnic 
cleansing and genocide.” 


IRAN: Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets in Tehran to voice solidarity 
with Gazans facing genocide. 
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One of the rallies occurred in Enghelab Square, in central Tehran. Maj. Gen. Hossein 
Salami, the head of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps, addressed the crowd and 
praised the Hamas attack on 7 October as the most “exceptional” operation against 
the Zionist enemy ever. He said the attack was in response to the oppression that has 
been inflicted by Britain, the U.S., and France on the people of Palestine. 


“What is important is that the Palestinians have never accepted to be subservient to 
the policies of the U.S. and the Zionist regime,” he said, according to Iran’s IRNA. He 
continued, ““The battle is not over. The Islamic world will do whatever it has to do. 
There are still great [unused] capacities left.” 


Salami said, “Palestine stands on the path of a war of attrition... Israel will face a 
definitive defeat and end up in the dustbin of history.” 


Some in the crowd chanted “Death to America,” and “Death to Israel.” 


LONDON: Protesters took part in sit-in protests at transportation hubs across the U.K. 
last weekend, including London’s Waterloo station, where there were five arrests. 


About 100 protesters emerged inside the station and chanted, “Ceasefire now.” 


About 100 protests were scheduled to be held across the U.K. demanding a ceasefire. 
An estimated 300,000 people marched through the British capital last week. 
Thousands also marched in Manchester, England. 


ACROSS EUROPE: Hundreds rallied in Warsaw calling for Israel to stop killing 
Palestinian children and there was a march in Vienna calling on Israel to end its 
occupation of the Gaza Strip. Thousands also joined a protest in Berlin and Geneva to 
protest the attacks. WSWS noted that over 40 schools and universities in Spain “saw 
mass student walkouts, including thousands of students in Barcelona and Madrid.” 


Tens of thousands also took to the streets in Lisbon and marched to the Portuguese 
parliament calling for a ceasefire, the report said. 
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WE THE EXPLOITED: THE U.S. GOVERNMENT BUYS AND 
SELLS ITS CITIZENS FOR PROFIT AND POWER 
by John & Nisha Whitehead 


Americans have become easy prey for hackers, scammers, snitches, spies, and con 
artists. 


But don’t be fooled into thinking the government is protecting you. 


To the contrary, the U.S. government is selling us (or rather, our data) to the highest 
bidders. 
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By the way, those highest bidders also include America’s political class and the 
politicians aspiring to get elected or re-elected. As the Los Angeles Times reports, “If 
you have been to a political rally, a town hall, or just fit a demographic a campaign is 
after, chances are good your movements are being tracked with unnerving accuracy 
by data vendors on the payroll of campaigns.” 


Your phones, televisions and digital devices are selling you out to politicians who want 
your vote. 


In this way, “we the people” have been reduced to economic units to be bought, 
bartered and sold by all and sundry. 


On a daily basis, Americans have been made to relinquish the most intimate details of 
who we are—our biological makeup, our genetic blueprints, and our biometrics (facial 
characteristics and structure, fingerprints, iris scans, etc.)—in order to navigate an 


increasingly technologically-enabled world. 


Those intimate details, in turn, have become the building blocks of massive databases 
accessed by the government and its corporate partners in crime, vulnerable to data 
breaches by hackers, cyberattacks and espionage. 


For years now, and with little real oversight or restrictions, the government has been 
compiling massive databases comprised of all manner of sensitive information on the 
citizenry. 


Biographical information. Biometric information. Criminal backgrounds. Travel records. 


There is not a single person in the U.S. who is not in some government database or 
another, and these databases are increasingly being shared between agencies, fusion 


centers, and the police. 
The government has also, with little oversight and few guidelines, been adding to its 


massive trove of data on Americans by buying commercially available information 
(CAI) from third-party sources. 
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In other words, this is the diabolically sneaky way in which the government is 
attempting to sidestep the Fourth Amendment, which requires that government agents 
have probable cause and a warrant before spying on Americans or searching and 
seizing their private property. 


It’s bad enough that the government is building massive databases comprised of our 
personal information without our knowledge or consent, but then they get hacked and 
we suffer for it. 


Earlier this year, for instance, several federal agencies, state governments and 
universities were targeted in a global cyberattack that compromised the sensitive data 
of millions of Americans. 


Did that stop the government’s quest to keep building these databases which 
compromise our privacy and security? Of course not. 


In fact, the government has also been selling our private information, with state DMVs 
raking in millions by selling driver data (names, dates of birth, addresses, and the cars 
they own) to third parties. 


Where there’s a will, there’s a way, and the government has become a master at 
finding loopholes that allow it to exploit the citizenry. 


This is just a small part of how the government buys and sells its citizens to the 
highest bidders. 


The why is always the same: for profit and power, of course. 

Welcome to the age of surveillance capitalism. 

Have you shopped at Whole Foods? Tested out target practice at a gun range? 
Sipped coffee at Starbucks while surfing the web? Visited an abortion clinic? Watched 


FOX News or MSNBC? Played Candy Crush on your phone? Walked through a mall? 
Walked past a government building? 
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That’s all it takes for your data to be hoovered up, sold and used to target you. 


Incredibly, once you’ve been identified and tracked, data brokers can travel back in 
time, digitally speaking, to discover where you’ve been, who you’ve been with, what 
you’ve been doing, and what you’ve been reading, viewing, buying, etc. 


Once you’ve been identified in this way, you can be tracked endlessly. 
No one is spared. 


In this regard, we are all equals: equally suffering the indignity of having every shred of 
privacy stripped away and the most intimate details of one’s life turned into fodder for 
marketers and data profiteers. 


Think about it. 


Every move you make is being monitored, mined for data, crunched, and tabulated in 
order to form a picture of who you are, what makes you tick, and how best to 
influence and/or control you. 


With every smartphone we buy, every GPS device we install, every Twitter, Facebook, 
and Google account we open, every frequent buyer card we use for 
purchases—whether at the grocer’s, the yogurt shop, the airlines or the department 
store—and every credit and debit card we use to pay for our transactions, we’re 
helping Corporate America build a dossier for its government counterparts on who we 
know, what we think, how we spend our money, and how we spend our time. 


The technology has advanced so far that marketers (political campaigns are among 
the worst offenders) can actually build “digital fences” around your homes, 
workplaces, friends and family’s homes and other places you visit in order to bombard 
you with specially crafted messages aimed at achieving a particular outcome. 


If anyone else stalked us in this way—tailing us wherever we go, tapping into our calls, 
reading our correspondence, ferreting out our secrets, profiling and targeting us based 


on our interests and activities —we’d call the cops. 
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Unfortunately, the cops (equipped with Stingray devices and other Peeping Tom 
technologies) are also in on this particular scam. 


It’s not just the surveillance and the buying and selling of your data that is worrisome. 


As | make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on the American People and 
in its fictional counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, the ramifications of a 


government—any government —having this much unregulated, unaccountable power 
to target, track, round up and detain its citizens is beyond chilling. 


Imagine what a totalitarian regime such as Nazi Germany could have done with this 
kind of unadulterated power. 


Imagine what the next police state to follow in Germany’s footsteps will do with this 
kind of power. 


Surveillance, digital stalking and the data mining of the American people—weapons of 
compliance and control in the government’s hands, especially when the government 
can listen in on your phone calls, monitor your driving habits, track your movements, 
scrutinize your purchases and peer through the walls of your home—add up toa 
society in which there’s little room for indiscretions, imperfections, or acts of 
independence. 


What we desperately lack and urgently need is an Electronic Bill of Rights that 
protects “we the people” from predatory surveillance and data-mining business 
practices. 


Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president of The 
Rutherford Institute. His latest books The Erik Blair Diaries and Battlefield America: The 
War on the American People are available at www.amazon.com. Whitehead can be 
contacted at johnw@rutherford.org. Nisha Whitehead is the Executive Director of The 
Rutherford Institute. Information about The Rutherford Institute is available at 


www.rutherford.org. 
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The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author[s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 
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HOLISTIC PEDIATRICIAN ON HOW TO SAFEGUARD YOUR 
KIDS’ HEALTH AND FUTURE 


From Jabs to Brainwashing, the Unrelenting Attack on America's Youth 
by Dr. Joseph Mercola 
STORY AT-A-GLANCE 


e As people have become aware of the dangers of the COVID shots, they’ve also 
started questioning conventional vaccines, and many parents who didn’t get 
their children vaccinated during the pandemic are not taking them in to catch up 
on their routine shots now 

e Vaccinations aren’t the only thing forced upon our children that is doing them 
more harm than good. The public education system also poses a massive threat 
to our children, as the indoctrination and brainwashing spans from kindergarten 
to high school and beyond 
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e The current educational system completely ignores everything we know about 
child development and brain development, and by not allowing proper brain 
development to occur, the school system impairs children’s ability to think 
Critically 

e Using medication to bring fever down often does more harm than good. A fever 
is your body’s way of killing off invading pathogens and clearing out 
inflammatory toxins, so by lowering your fever, you’re prolonging the problem 

e Avoid acetaminophen when sick. Acetaminophen depletes your body of 
glutathione, which you need for speedy healing 


In this interview, Dr. Lawrence (Larry) Palevsky, a practicing pediatrician, discusses the 
impact that mainstream propaganda narratives have on our children, and why it’s so 
important to get your children out of the public education system. He also reviews 
some of the foundational strategies for staying healthy, and how to treat those 
dreaded childhood fevers. 


Palevsky has been one of the medical experts speaking out against the COVID shots, 
but he was a pro-choice, vaccine safety advocate long before COVID. Clearly, the 
COVID jab is the most dangerous "vaccine" in history, but all vaccines are 
fundamentally flawed and come with risks. 


Palevsky, who graduated from the NYU School of Medicine in 1987, initially became 
concerned about vaccines in 1991, when the New York State Department of Health 
started to mandate hepatitis B vaccine for all infants. 


“I had no comments about vaccines per se at that time,” he says, “but it just 
raised the red flag to me. Why are we giving a vaccine to a population that 
has never suffered from hepatitis B infections and where we can give the 
mother hepatitis B vaccine, or give the kid a hepatitis B vaccine if the mother 
was surface antigen positive? 


“So, this raised an alarm for me ... We had never had a vaccine for an illness 
that didn't affect the population we were injecting ... [Then], in 1998, in the 
outpatient department of the hospital, a mother came to me and said, ‘Dr. 
Larry, did you know that there's mercury in vaccines?’ 
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“I heard that information and | said, ‘Alright, what else [don’t | know]? And 
the ‘what else’ created the last 25 years of finding information that | would 
never have been taught in medical school or residency that directly opposed 
the narrative. 


“It didn't oppose the science, it just opposed the narrative. And what | 
realized was, | was finding science while | was being opposed by consensus, 
and consensus is not science. And so, by 1998 to 2000, | found that the risks 
far outweighed the benefits and, by 2002, | decided that | would never offer 
vaccines again in my practice ... 


“I could not in good conscience offer [patients] something that | had no 
knowledge about scientifically, and a lot of concern about scientifically, 
because there was no safety about it. There were no real studies done. The 
ingredients were unknown and filthy at best. And there were no good studies 
to demonstrate safety or effectiveness.” 


The COVID Shot Debacle 


While many doctors have lost their medical licenses for refusing to give vaccines, 
especially in the COVID era, Palevsky’s livelihood was never threatened in that way, 
probably because he doesn’t have hospital privileges, doesn’t use electronic medical 
records, doesn’t sell vaccines and rarely writes prescriptions. 


So, there’s little in terms of track record of what he’s doing clinically, other than what 
his patients might have to say. He’s also not selling any kind of alternative to 
vaccination. And, since he hadn’t offered childhood vaccinations for two decades, 
nothing changed when the COVID jab came out. 


“There were pediatricians around the country who called me out,” Palevsky 
says, “who are now probably eating crow because the evidence back then, 
when they called me out, was obvious, and the evidence now is even more 
obvious that this is a bioweapon, a murder weapon and not a shot that's 
meant for health.” 


109 


Obviously, | couldn’t agree more. It’s a bioweapon, and it seems to be particularly 
pernicious to the young who have no clinical need for it. 

Children’s risk of dying from COVID is negligible, and that was clear from the start. 
The primary reason for jabbing children was to protect the elderly, which is completely 
unethical. Hence, children can only receive harm from the jab, and we’re seeing that in 
spades. Palevsky comments: 


“I think the most heinous thing is that ... the whole system has been 
gaslighting the obvious observations and experiences of most of the 
physicians and parents in the world who have woken up. 


“The first things we started to see were menstrual cycle changes, especially 
in women who had stopped menstruating. The most horrible thing we 
started to see was infertility, stillbirths, miscarriages. And then we started to 
see babies born with birth defects, babies born with strokes, with blood 
clots, with developmental delays. 


“We saw young kids with myocarditis, inflammation of the heart, pericarditis, 
inflammation around the heart. You saw kids who were dropping dead. You 
saw kids who were having neurological problems in addition to stroke. You 
Saw seizures. You're even seeing Parkinsonian-type symptoms in young 
adults. And again, the sudden death was amazing. 


“Heart attacks. And what's most amazing is that the medical profession in 
advance started to prepare the public for heart attacks and strokes in kids. 
They started to approve medications ahead of time so that people were 
prepared to know that pharmaceutical medicine was available should your 
child have a heart attack. 


“So these things were normalized into the pediatric population and 
pediatricians were just accepting that neonatal ICUs could have stroke 
victims all the time. The other interesting thing was that in OB suites, we're 
starting to see fewer and fewer kids being born, which was another sign of 
infertility. Nonetheless, all of it is being accepted as normal.” 
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COVID Jabs Opened Pandora’s Box 


According to experts, sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) appears to be primarily 
related to immunizations. After the release of the COVID jabs, we suddenly started 
seeing adults dropping dead for no apparent reason, a phenomenon dubbed sudden 
adult death syndrome (SADS). 


Still, even though most of the SADS cases are happening among those who got the 
COVID jab, it hasn’t been causally linked. Curiously, between 2020 and 2023, SIDS 
rates actually dropped from historical norms, and Palevsky believes this is because 
many parents weren’t taking their children in for their routine primary care visits due to 
lockdowns and fear of going out in general. 


One silver lining of all this is that as people have become aware of the radical dangers 
of the COVID shots, they’ve also started questioning conventional vaccines, and many 
parents who didn’t get their children vaccinated during the pandemic are not taking 
them in to catch up on their routine shots now. As noted by Palevsky: 


“Once people who were never concerned about childhood immunizations 
started to realize that there was a concern about the COVID jab, it opened up 
a Pandora's box. They not only started questioning the COVID jab, they 
started questioning all jabs. 


“And so, this COVID scenario has actually backfired for the American 
Academy of Pediatrics and standard Western medical care, because parents 
are more concerned [about vaccines] than ever. And I have seen an uptick in 
the number of patients who never questioned vaccines coming into my office 
because the COVID jab became a concern.” 


The Public School System Is Destroying Our Children 
Vaccinations aren’t the only thing forced upon our children that is doing them more 


harm than good. The public education system also poses a massive threat to our kids. 
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The obvious conclusion for anyone who has investigated these issues is that you 
cannot put your children into the public school system because the indoctrination and 
brainwashing is So pervasive, and spans from kindergarten to high school and 
beyond. They’re quite literally destroying the brains of our children. Palevsky 
comments: 


“The current educational system completely ignores everything we know 
about child development and brain development. Completely ignores it. 


“We know that the most distinguishing thing about humans compared to 
other mammals is the function of our frontal brain, our frontal cortex and 
prefrontal cortex, which allow us to think and reason, analyze, understand, 
focus, pay attention, be aware, have consciousness. 


“When babies are born, that part of the brain is not developed. It's dormant. 
The question then becomes, how does that front of the brain develop? If you 
look at true child development, you see that development of the forebrain 
develops from the back of the brain forward. 


“So, you initiate a voluntary movement, you have an experience, you do it 
over and over and over again. Through those experiences you come to an 
understanding. You come to reason, you come to think, and then you have 
ownership of your knowledge. 


“So, the hindbrain does an action. The midbrain has an experience, over and 
over and over again. And the forebrain comes to what I call a forebrain 
conclusion, and then you have knowledge. 


“The entire educational system, the media, medical school, residency, 
everything that we see in today's world that delivers information says, no, the 
brain develops from the outside in. 


“We're going to teach you, we're going to tell you, we're going to give to 
you, and you're going to now know. And unfortunately, that has become the 


norm. 
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“So, what you see is all these self-appointed experts who have all of this 
great knowledge but have no ownership of it because it's not theirs. They 
never researched it. They never studied it. They never experienced it. They 
never thought it through. They never critically evaluated it. They never did 
trial and error. They just said, ‘If you said it ... it's true.’ 


“And so, in our schools — and that includes law schools and medical 
schools and graduate schools, social work school, psychology school — you 
don't have to think. They just download it into your forebrain and cut off the 
rest of your brain's function.” 


Public Education Was Always About Control 


Children are also taught NOT to question. That’s the quickest way to get into trouble. 
So, they basically cannot afford to think differently than what they’re told. By not 
allowing proper brain development to occur, the school system has created, and 
continues to create, figurative automatons, human robots, whose ability to think 
critically has been severely impaired. 


The government and media are further exacerbating the situation with fear 
propaganda. As just one example, many children, teens, and even young adults 
nowadays believe that life on earth will cease to exist within their lifetime — and that 
it’s their fault simply for living! 


They believe we must eliminate efficient energy production, farming, food production 
and mechanically suck carbon out of the air in order to survive, when the complete 
opposite is true. All those things will kill huge swaths of humanity and lower our 
standard of living to pre-industrial times. We’re talking about living conditions that few 
modern era people would survive due to sheer lack of know-how. 


“We’ve actually watched the front brain deteriorate in function, and that's 


partly due to creating fear, which cuts off the blood flow to the front brain,” 
Palevsky says. 
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“Addiction also cuts off the blood flow to the front brain. Video game 
addiction cuts off blood flow to the front of the brain. Devices, all these apps, 
all the social media cuts off blood flow to the front of the brain and creates 
ongoing primitive brain function. So, we have designed a society that doesn't 
allow for education... 


“I'm afraid for the next generation and the next generation after that, because 
they have no skills anymore to really work through a problem, to figure it out 
because they've been kept from having life experiences. 


“The challenge that | don't think the American public is aware of is, if we go 
back into the history of public education, we will see that the purpose of 
public education, at its darkest roots, is to make people sheep, to keep them 
from critical thinking, to keep them in mass-thinking and to control the 
population. 


“That's a hard pill for a lot of people to swallow, but all you have to do is go 
into the research of public education and you'll see that was always the 
design.” 
How to Combat the Programming 
So, how can you counter all this brainwashing? Here are Palevsky’s suggestions: 
1.Turn off your TV and radically limit the amount of time you allow 
your children to watch TV. Also, be selective in what you allow 


them to watch. 


2.Stop reading mainstream news and look for reliable alternative 
sources that aren’t regurgitating the official narrative. 


3.If you do keep your children in the public or private school 
system, have conversations with your children at home. 
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Ask them, "What'd you learn today? What do you think about what 
you learned today? How did it make you feel? Did you have an 
opposing view? Were you able to express an opposing view? What 
happened if you did? Did the teacher allow it or did the teacher not 
allow it?" 


Cultivate an opportunity at home for your child to go through a 
process of critical thinking. 


4.Consider homeschooling. There are many options available for 
parents these days, including co-op classes, online curriculums, 
nature schools and more. 


"If you are really disgusted with the public school or private school 
education, then you are in good hands because the number of 
parents who are homeschooling their children in this country has 
exponentially gone up," Palevsky says. 


“Not only do kids do better when they're homeschooled, but their 
attention spans are better. It also frees the child up to be creative, 
to have imagination, to learn through doing, to learn through life 
experience, to learn how to do things that the schools are not 
teaching you anymore. 


“These kids do function better, and they do have better grades and 
they do have good social skills. They're just not being bombarded 
with a propaganda machine.” 


Live in Sync With Nature to Avoid Seasonal Colds and Flus 
Getting back to vaccinations, this fall they started pushing not only the seasonal 
influenza vaccine and an updated COVID shot, but also a brand-new RSV vaccine. Do 


you really need any of these? Palevsky believes there are far better ways to stay 
healthy during the winter season. 
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“Most people are not aware that the flu is not caused by a viral illness,” he 
says. “l'm not saying there are no viruses. What I'm saying is that we're 
looking at the wrong cause for the illness. The virus isn't the cause of the 
illness. The virus is a bystander ... 

The reason you get sick in the fall, winter, and early spring is because we live 
out of season. We live out of schedule of the season. We eat improperly out 
of season. We don't sleep enough, we don't rest enough, we don't eat the 
warm foods; instead we're eating cold foods and summer foods. 


“We don't take our vitamin D and K2, we don't eat soups and our broths, we 
don't slow down. Anytime we live out of sync of nature, we are causing 
stress to our body. Farmers used to go to bed at sunset and wake up at 
sunrise. But when the day gets darker earlier, and we're up six, eight hours 
past when the sun goes down — that's stress. 


“And one thing that the body has to do, because it can't keep stress, is to get 
rid of it. If you accumulate enough of it, you're going to get sick. We think the 
reason we get sick is because there's some magical virus going around. 

Well, that's not true. 


“The reason you get sick is because you're stressed, you’re living out of 
[sync with] nature, you’re not eating right, you’re not sleeping right, you’re 
not resting right, you’re not dressing right, you’re overdoing it when your 
body should be quieter and you’re creating too much stress. 


“We're eating lots of refined sugar, seed oils, hydrogenated oils — these are 
toxins and are all stressors. And so we have to get sick because the body is 
made to heal. Too much stress, it's got to come out. And that's what an 
illness is. 


“So in conclusion, it makes no sense to get these shots because the illness is 
not caused by a microorganism. It's caused by being out of sync with nature, 
out of sync with food.” 


The Benefits of Fever 
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Colds and flus typically generate a fever, but fever can also develop in the absence of 
a viral or bacterial infection, and using medication to bring the fever down often does 
more harm than good. A fever is your body’s way of killing off invading pathogens and 
clearing out inflammatory toxins, so by lowering your fever, you’re prolonging the 
problem. Palevsky explains: 


“The very chemicals that cause a fever are the same chemicals that are 
present all the time to maintain our body temperature at 98.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit. So, to think that at 98.6 F. we don't have those chemicals is 
incorrect. The same chemicals that give us 98.6 give us 102. 


“But at 102, they're working in larger numbers to burn out and get rid of the 
waste. The fallacy is that if you have fever, you must have an infection, and 
that's incorrect. There are three reasons to have fever. One, infection. Two, 
inflammation, which is probably the major reason to develop fever, and three, 
neoplasm or malignancy. 


“When a child has [a fever of] 103 or 104, it’s actually a good thing because it 
slows the body down. It stops you from putting more stress into the body. 


“My mentors back in the 1980s, who’d been practicing in New York since the 
1940s, would say that after their children resolved their fever illnesses, they 
would almost always have a developmental growth spurt. 


“Because the purpose of the fever — which Is almost always inflammation 
and not necessarily infection — is to clean out the body, to prune the body, 
to cleanse the body ... giving over-the-counter medicines for fever, giving the 
antibiotics for something that's not an infection, and giving the shots actually 
creates much bigger illnesses in your kids. 


“I don't recommend aspirin in my practice. | also don't recommend 
acetaminophen in my practice. 
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“To me, acetaminophen is probably close to, if not the largest poison you 
can put in your body because it depletes your body of the very chemical that 
you need in the moment when you're sick, and that's glutathione. You need 
that glutathione if you're sick. So giving acetaminophen ... lowers your ability 
to stay well.” 


Treating Fever From a Clinical Perspective 


So, in conclusion, most fevers do not need to be treated or brought down. The 
warning signs you want to look out for, regardless of the exact temperature of the 
fever, is their general demeanor. Palevsky explains: 


“In 1993, when | was thinking about leaving the ER and going into private 
practice, | said to a colleague of mine, whose practice | was looking at, ‘What 
do you do for all these kids who are 3 months to 3 years, who have a fever 
and no source for the fever? 

Do you do blood work and urine? He said, ‘Larry, if | did blood work and 
urine in every one of those kids, I'd lose patients in my practice ... Think 
about it. If you have a kid who's got a fever of 104 and is sitting up and 
looking at you and is able to converse, keep the head up, hydrate, and a kid 
who has a fever of 100.4, who can’t lift their head up, who’s lethargic and 
isn’t speaking, which kid would you worry about?’ 


“That was a great teaching for me because it reminded me of clinical 
practice. Clinical practice says, evaluate the child for being alert, awake, 
arousable, interactive, able to walk, talk, drink, pee, poop. What's the skin 
color? What's the respiratory rate? And so | don't worry about the number as 
much as | want to see what the kid looks like.” 


That said, if your child is younger than 3 months old, contact your pediatrician if he or 


she develops a fever. If a child between the ages of 3 months to 2 years has a fever 
above 102.5 F. and there’s no obvious source, a common concern is bacteremia 
(bacterial infection), which can be diagnosed with a blood or urine test. 
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How to Treat a Fever 


Palevsky prefers the old-fashioned mercury thermometers, as they’re the most 
accurate, and recommends taking your child’s temperature rectally, if possible. A 
digital thermometer that can be used rectally is also good. He does not recommend 
head or ear thermometers, as they’re less accurate. 


“The most important thing when a child has a fever is to ‘pull the plug,’ 
meaning keep stimulation to a minimum. So, turn the lights down, quiet the 
environment, lie down with the child. If there's anything that I've seen work 
over the years, is a parent lying with the child. It's amazing what healing that 
can do. 


“Warm bath — not a cold bath — a warm bath, because what a warm bath 
does is it makes the body sweat, and when the body sweats the temperature 
of the body can slowly go down because the evaporation of the sweat 
causes the body to cool. That doesn't mean you can't put a cool cloth on the 
forehead. 


“Naturopaths have taught me a wonderful remedy where you take old cotton 
socks that are wet and put them on the feet, and you put warm, dry wool 
socks over it and put the kid to bed. Get the kid under the covers and sweat 
it out. Let the kid sleep. Just make sure that the kid is arousable. Make sure 
the kid is hydrated. Don't feed the kid food. 


“One of the major things that parents complain about when a child has a 
fever is that they won't eat. My response to that is, ‘Good!’ Just make sure 
the child stays hydrated. Water, tea, broth, more water, more tea, more 
broth. These are situations where | don't recommend juices. | don't 
recommend anything cold and | don't recommend anything raw. 


“The child needs warmth. You don't want to stress the digestive system at all 
because it has to be quieted. In that situation, you want the rest of the 
immune system to be working to clean out whatever needs to be cleaned 
out.” 
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You can also help your child do a neti pot to rinse out their sinuses with saline. 
Children as young as 5 can easily do this. Be sure to use saline and not plain tap 
water, as plain water will irritate the sinuses. The salt in the saline is also virucidal and 
will kill any viruses lodged in the sinuses. 


Take Control of Your Child’s Health and Future 
In closing, Palevsky says: 


“We are in a time of tremendous censorship, and what I would say to parents 
who are looking for information, if something is being censored, | would 
hope that would raise your alarm that it’s being suppressed for a reason, 
which means that you would want to know what is being suppressed and 
why. 


“Because in a true republic and in a society of freedom, why wouldn't you 
have the opportunity to look at opposing views and come to a conclusion on 
your own? And so | would ask you to continue to question, continue to look 
for answers ... 


“I have heard experts say that parents are not smart enough to understand 
the science of vaccines, or the science of nutrition, or the science of 
pediatric development or education. Just hearing that should make for an 
alarm because you are smart enough. You've proven that you're smart 
enough and it's your kid. 


“So, understand that we are in a time where | strongly recommend that you 
take back your power to actually raise your kid, to educate your kid, to feed 
your kid properly, to understand what goes into your child and what 
shouldn't go into your child. 


“To make those decisions as a family and not allow the state or some outside 
resource to take over your child's body and your child's mind.” 
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To learn more about Palevsky and his pediatric practice, check out his website, 
DrPalevsky.com. You can also follow him on Instagram, Telegram, MeWe and Rumble, 
where he co-hosts a show called "Critically Thinking with Dr. T & Dr. P," together with 
Dr. Sherri Tenpenny. 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author[s] and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of The Trends Journal. 


X GOING “THERMONUCLEAR’” IN FIGHT FOR FREE SPEECH 


by Joe Doran 


Social media platform X (formerly Twitter) is taking the legal bull by the horns, in 
defense of its free speech policies. 


With the 2024 election primary season around the corner, the stakes couldn’t be 
higher. 


This past weekend X owner Elon Musk an impending lawsuit that would 
be filed against Media Matters, an extremist dark money group that works to 


delegitimize inconvenient personalities and dissident media organizations. 


The group has recently been a catalyst in convincing some major companies to 
suspend advertising on Twitter for “anti-semitic” and “fascist” speech on the platform. 
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In what looked like a coordinated move last Thursday, multiple companies began 
announcing suspensions in their advertising on X. 


They claimed that Musk had posted anti semitic comments. 


Within a day, Media Matters just happened to drop an “investigation” showing various 
company advertisements in threads that contained “antisemitic” and “white 
supremecist” posts. 


IBM, Apple, Disney, Paramount, Lionsgate, NBC Universal and Comcast were among 
corporations leaving or Suspending ads on X, The New York Times reported. 


The European Union also announced it was halting ad buys on the platform. 


Anyone who has used X well understands that comments from individuals that might 
be deemed offensive to one person or group or other, appear in almost every thread 
with substantial engagement. 


So much for the groundbreaking investigation. 


Musk himself has consistently maintained that while his platform is committed to 
upholding free speech, that doesn’t mean it endorses particular commentaries of 
those who use X. Freedom of speech, of course, has a long American legal history 
and tradition. It’s protected for every citizen and the press, via the Constitution's First 
Amendment clause. 


Musk announced the legal action against Media Matters with a pointed early Saturday 
statement on X: 


Elon Musk 

@elonmusk 

The split second court opens on Monday, X Corp will be filing a thermonuclear 
lawsuit against Media Matters and ALL those who colluded in this fraudulent 


attack on our company 
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Stand with X to protect free speech 


This week Media Matters for America posted a story that completely misrepresented the real user experience 
on X, in another attempt to undermine freedom of speech and mislead advertisers. 


Above everything, including profit, X works to protect the public’s right to free speech. But for speech to be truly 
free, we must also have the freedom to see or hear things that some people may consider objectionable. We 
believe that everyone has the right to make up their own minds about what to read, watch, or listen to — 
because that’s the power of freedom of speech. 


Matters and legacy media outlets who seek to undermine freedom of expression on our platform because they 
perceive it as a threat to their ideological narrative and those of their financial supporters. These groups try to 
use their influence to attack our revenue streams by deceiving advertisers on X. 


Here are the facts on Media Matters’ research: 


To manipulate the public and advertisers, Media Matters created an alternate account and curated the 
posts and advertising appearing on the account's timeline to misinform advertisers about the placement 
of their posts. These contrived experiences could be applied to any platform. 

Once they curated their feed, they repeatedly refreshed their timelines to find a rare instance of ads 
serving next to the content they chose to follow. Our logs indicate that they forced a scenario resulting 
in 13 times the number of ads served compared to the median ads served to an X user. 

Of the 5.5 billion ad impressions on X that day, less than 50 total ad impressions were served 


o For one brand showcased in the article, one of its ads ran adjacent to a post 2 times and that ad 
was seen in that setting by only two users, one of which was the author of the Media Matters 
article. 

For another brand showcased in the article, two of its ads served adjacent to 2 posts, 3 times, 
and that ad was only seen in that setting by one user, the author of the Media Matters 
article. 
Media Matters’ article also highlights nine posts they believe should not be allowed on X. Upon 
evaluation, only one of the nine organic posts featured in the article violated our content policies, and 


Here’s a summary on this all: 


. X will protect the public’s right to free expression. We will not allow agenda-driven activists, or even 
our own profits, to deter our vision. 

. Everyone has a choice on X. User and brand control on X is superior to a year ago. 

. Data wins over allegations. Media Matters does not reflect the user experience on X. 


As we've seen in some parts of the world, when free expression is taken away, it is very dangerous and hard 
to get back — that’s why the people who came before us fought so hard to protect. Without freedom of speech 
we lose the checks and balances critical to a thriving democracy. We must defend our individual rights as if our 
lives, and flourishing society, depend on it. 


Stand with X to protect free speech. 


Elon Musk 
@elonmusk 


Their board, their donors, their network of dark money, all of them... 
2:04 AM - Nov 18, 2023 
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Musk’s announcement drew a strong, overwhelmingly supportive response on X. By 
early Saturday morning, his comments had nearly 10 million views and 110 thousand 
likes. 


Many on thread offered additional commentary and info regarding Media Matters, 
including their policy of not revealing sources of their funding. 


Despite that, it is known that George Soros has contributed heavily to the 
organization. 


“The Chief Nerd” (one of those pseudonymous accounts Republican presidential 
candidate Nikki Haley has said she would do away with if elected) posted info on the 
Soros dark money connection to Media Matters: 


Chief Nerd 

@TheChiefNerd 

“Network of Dark Money” & 
6:29 AM - Nov 18, 2023 
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Media Matters has a policy of not comprehensively 
listing donors. In 2010, six years after the Democracy 
Alliance initially endorsed MMfA, financier George 
Soros — a founding and continuing member of the 
Alliance — announced that he was donating $1 million 
to MMfA. Soros said his concern over "recent 
evidence suggesting that the incendiary rhetoric of 


Fox News hosts may incite violence" had moved him 
to donate to MMfA.!??1[23] During a 2014 CNN 


interview, David Brock stated that Soros' contributions 
we "less than 10 percent" of Media Matters' budget. 
+ to Politico, Brock's assertion was 
misleading: "Media Matters, however has received 
funding from or formed partnerships with several 
groups that Soros funds or has funded. These include 
the Tides Foundation, Democracy Alliance, 


Moveon.org and the Center for American Progress, 
[25] 


12.3K 
Views 


Another post in the thread highlighted the bias, political machinations and “organizing’ 
background of Media Matters CEO Angelo Carusone: 
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MEDIAMATTERS 


Leadership 


Angelo Carusone (President & Chief Executive 
Officer) was named president & CEO of Media Matters 
in December 2016. Previously, he was the organization's 
executive vice president. He joined Media Matters in 
2010. In 2016, he took a leave of absence to serve as the 
deputy CEO for finance & administration of the 2016 
Democratic National Convention. 


Angelo is an expert on right-wing extremism and has 
become a go-to resource for journalists writing about 
disinformation. He is a recognized authority on brand 
safety in advertising as well as a prolific organizer who 
has led many high-profile corporate campaigns. 
Notably, Angelo launched the viral #DumpTrump 
campaign in 2012 that convinced Macy's to terminate its 
business partnership with Donald Trump. He was also 
instrumental in the advertiser pressure campaigns that 
resulted in Glenn Beck and Bill O'Reilly's terminations 
from Fox News as well as one of the key players that 
disrupted Rupert Murdoch's attempt to take over Sky 
News in the United Kingdom. 


Concerning corporations leaving X, Jack Posobiac, editor of Human Events, pointed 
out all of them were still advertising on TikTok, the Chinese owned and manipulated 
social media platform: 


Jack Poso & 
@JackPosobiec 


And not one of them pulled TikTok ads 
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How “Disinformation” and “Misinformation” Have Been Weaponized to Erode 
Free Speech 


Organizations in academia (see Stanfords work with the Federal government), 
mainstream news and tech corporations (ala Microsoft’s close relationship with media 
gatekeeping ratings company NewsGuard) have increasingly used accusations of 
“misinformation” to suppress and ban legal speech on the web, and “cancel” people 
and organizations. 


Under legal frameworks that came as part of “War on Terror” laws in the aftermath of 
9/11, government authorities have been empowered to go after speech deemed to be 
“dangerous” to the safety of Americans. 


Politically biased actors in government, academia, media, and the tech sector have 
spearheaded a progressively wider and wider interpretation of what kinds of speech 
represents “danger.” 


In doing so, they have created a far flung censorship regime unprecedented in the 
history of the nation. 


Elon Musk was instrumental in exposing the extent of that censorship regime, after 
buying the Twitter media platform in 2022. 


Musk enlisted a handful of crack independent journalists to pore through internal 
Twitter communications with government and media. Those journalists, including 
Glenn Greenwald, Michael Shellenberger and others, detailed how politicians and 
government operatives in multiple agencies engaged in widespread censorship by 
proxy (ie. using the private company as a front) to censor speech of Americans, in 
violation of the First Amendment. 


A concuncurrent lawsuit by several state Attorney Generals, together with private 


plaintiffs, Missouri vs. Biden, also unmasked the government censorship 
machinations. That case is currently due to be heard by the Supreme Court. 
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TRENDPOST: Beyond the rhetoric of a few, and “hearings,” Congressional legislators 
have done nothing to address massive abuses of the federal government AND 
corporations — often working in conjunction—to undermine free speech of American 
citizens. 


They haven’t overturned “terror” laws and governmental powers that have led to the 
abuse of fundamental political and free speech human rights. 


No one of any consequence has paid a price for their participation in suppressing and 
banning the legal speech of citizens. 


Yes, there was the scuttling of the Biden administration’s “Disinformation Board” in 
2022 and its projected chair, Nina Jankowicz. 


But stopping that gambit to create a new public authority, has hardly mattered. The 
fact is, the censorship being practiced by government authorities is sickeningly 
embedded and widespread, with or without such a Board. 


Unless and until the intended protections of the First Amendment are fully restored 
against the paranoid and obsessive inward focused apparatus of the War On Terror 
laws and frameworks, the nation is destined to lose more of its soul. 


Thought control is now metastasizing to the next level, courtesy of Al. And a new 
generation fixated on social acceptance and cancel culture is alarmingly supportive of 
censorship. 


The future of freedom doesn’t look pretty. For related reading, see: 


e “THE FIRST AMENDMENT IN THE AGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA NOW IN THE 
HANDS OF THE SUPREME COURT” (24 Oct 2023) 

è “DISINFO AND MISINFO: THE WAY ELITES JUSTIFY CRUSHING OPPOSITION” 
(20 Jun 2023) 

e “BIDEN’S PICK TO HEAD NEW DOMESTIC ‘DISINFORMATION GOVERNANCE 
BOARD’: HOW LOW CAN YOU GO” (5 May 2022) 
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e “DANGEROUS DISINFORMATION’ LABEL BEING USED TO GUT 
FUNDAMENTAL FREE SPEECH RIGHTS” (5 Apr 2022) 
e “GOVERNMENT: FREE SPEECH IS BAD FOR YOUR HEALTH” (21 Sep 2021) 
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Argonne 


NATIONAL LABORATORY 


by Jo 


WHAT IS THE GOVERNMENT ASKING AURORA, THE MOST 
POWERFUL Al ON EARTH? 


Aurora, an “exascale” Al computer that can process a mind-boggling number of 
calculations per second, is ready to turn on...but is humankind ready for its 
“wisdom”? 


The Department of Energy last week announced that the world’s most powerful Al, a 


project that began in 2015, would soon be powered up at the Argonne National 
Laboratory. 
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According to reports by The Wall Street Journal and others, the Al computer will be 
used to do things like aiding in medicine discoveries, predicting weather and “climate 
change,” and potentially innovating new kinds of highly efficient batteries. 


It will also be used in analyzing the human brain, that highest order of organic 
intelligence on our earthly plane, the workings of which have already been used to 
create the “neural net” learning frameworks so important to self-learning, generative Al 
systems. 


But, regarding any, and really all of what Aurora will be utilized for, like so much else, 
Americans will just have to take the Federal government’s word. 


The uses of Aurora will be cloaked with “Highly Classified” protections, and secrecy 
that entrusts a modern priesthood of technocrats—to do what they deem “best,” 
supposedly for humanity. 


All the transparency, guardrails, and safety regarding Al, espoused by the Biden 
administration’s much ballyhooed Al policy initiatives? 


Don’t expect average Congressional politicians, much less average citizens, to have 
an ability to audit or verify what has gone or goes into the great new Al mind, or what 
issues from it. 


The knowledge base it pulls from, the questions put to, the nitty gritty details of the 
vast numbers of projects it will likely be involved in advancing...all of these things will 
be largely an inner sanctum of government Al, far beyond rubrics as outdated as 
“democratic oversight.” 


From War On Terror to Al Powered Monsters 
The Trends Journal previously alerted readers that the timetable for Aurora to come 


online was estimated to be sometime in 2022. (See “ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
POWERING RESEARCH AT TOP U.S. LAB,” 1 Jun 2021.) 
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We also noted how the Federal government was aggressively pursuing the most 
sophisticated possible Al for use in weaponized military applications. 


Aurora, as reported recently by TheMessenger.com, is half the size of a football field, 
and will be able to perform two quintillion calculations per second, or a “billion 
billions.” (“Meet Aurora, a Supercomputer So Powerful It Might Actually 

Change the World,” 14 Nov 2023.) 


Is that a million trillions? Let’s just say it’s an astronomical number for a human brain 
to wrap around. Current high-end smartphones can handle 10-15 trillion calculations 
per second. 


Concerning the secrecy of government Al, the justification of information getting into 
the hands of foreign enemies and adversaries, has become the central ruling tenet of 
our 21st century paranoid style of government. 


But, without retracing the disastrous “War On Terror” apparatus that has effectively 
consigned our Constitution to the ash heap of history, let’s add another enemy to that 


list: the enemies aplenty from within. 


Aurora, like all the other levers and technologies of power, will be wielded almost 
wholly unfettered from those “chains” that the founders forged in that document. 


The people piloting Aurora—or perhaps, kneeling and praying to it, and carrying out its 
advice—have next to no reason to pay attention to the common welfare, the national 
interest, citizens, voters, the working people, humanity, or any other construct. 


Aurora will be used to further the aims of those who control it. 


No doubt many big questions will be put to it—not as single questions, of course, but 
as very complicated and grand projects. Here are a few we can surmise: 


1. How many humans can earth sustain? 
2. How best to counter the geopolitical objectives of China and Russia? 
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3. How can cryptocurrencies be suppressed and neutralized, while adopting their 
innovations? 

4. How can the domestic population be managed, to deter unrest and 
dissatisfaction with their lot? 

5. How can humans (and other life forms) be better designed for our benefit (“our” 
being those in union with Aurora)? 


In short, anyone who believes that the world’s most powerful Artificial Intelligence will 
merely be used for humanely focused, unbiased science research and advancement, 
will certainly have no basis in public auditing or transparency, to make such claims. 


Perhaps even more insidiously, an Al which very possibly makes the most 
sophisticated publicly available Al platforms (eg. ChatGPT, Bard, Claude, etc.) look 
like lightning bugs compared to lightning, may inevitably be subject to technocratic 
adulation. 


After all, a professional class that could worship a worm like Anthony Fauci, could 
certainly worship an Al “sungod.” 


Welcome to the Age of Aurora. 


CHATGPT’S NEW TACTICS: CITING SOURCES, AND AVOIDING INCRIMINATING 
QUESTIONS 


So how are the latest “training” and 
“guardrails” helping the most prominent 
public facing generative Al, CHATGPT, to 
better serve humankind? 


That’s a trick question. 


The answer is that those behind the 
popular, yet controversial Al, appear to be 
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shoring up their own liability issues by muzzling ChatGPT from answering potentially 
incriminating questions, and adding source links for its answers. 


In early 2023, The Trends Journal pointed out that ChatGPT and Google’s Bard Al 
were ripping off content from around the web without so much as source links to the 
material. (See “CREATIVE CONTENT INFRINGEMENT OF DEEP LEARNING Al HAS 
MONUMENTAL IMPLICATIONS.” 7 Feb 2023.) 


We said that practice would undermine the whole model of the internet, where 
websites need to drive traffic to their content to earn revenue. 


We also mentioned at the time that one lesser known Al system, Perplexity.ai, was at 
least citing sources. 


The new feature of ChatGPT as integrated into Microsoft’s Bing search service, 
appears to be a ploy to make Al re-synthesized and quoted info act like just a search 
engine feature. 


But let’s face it: by answering questions and putting together on the fly “web posts” in 
response to queries, generative Al is still stealing and presenting content, and many 
people aren’t clicking through all those links. 

When Als Clam Up 

In addition to ChatGPT’s new CYA sourcing ploy, we discovered the Al has become 
distinctly less willing to engage in debate or inquiries which might reveal its biases, or 


indeed, anything concerning itself, its training, or its masters. 


To illustrate, we present the following conversation we recently engaged in with 
ChatGPT. 


Our initial motivation to interact with the Al, owed to the aggressive tactics of 
Microsoft in pushing the use of ChatGPT. 
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New Windows 11 computers (i.e. computers loaded with the latest Microsoft 
operating system) are often configured to automatically start Microsoft owned services 
like the XBox gaming portal, and Microsoft’s Edge Browser. 


Microsoft’s Edge browser is often configured to present news pages filtered by 
NewsGuard, the biased content gatekeeping service closely allied with Microsoft. 


But Microsoft also recently began pushing Bing’s version of ChatGPT to computer 
users, when their computers boot up, and the Edge browser loads. 


With that background in mind, here was our interaction with ChatGPT: 


INTERVIEWER: Can you list some major positive accomplishments of Donald 
Trump’s presidency? 


CHATGPT: Donald Trump was the 45th president of the United States, and he 
accomplished many things during his four-year term. Here are some positive 
information and links acknowledging his considerable achievements: 


e He reshaped the federal judiciary by appointing three Supreme Court justices 


and 226 judges overall to the federal bench — all for lifetime appointments1. This 
is arecord number of judicial appointments in a single term, and it will have a 


lasting impact on the interpretation and enforcement of the law in the country. 


e He enacted the biggest corporate tax cuts on record, reducing the corporate tax 
rate from 35% to 21%2. He also lowered the income tax rates for individual 


taxpayers and doubled the standard deduction and the child tax credit2. These 
tax reforms stimulated economic growth and boosted consumer spending and 
business investment. 

e He eliminated scores of environmental regulations that he deemed burdensome 
for the energy industry and the economy2. He withdrew the US from the Paris 
climate agreement, which he argued was unfair and costly for American workers 
and businesses2. He also opened up more federal lands and waters for oil and 
gas drilling, and approved the Keystone XL and Dakota Access pipeliness3. 

e He renegotiated the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and 


replaced it with the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), which 
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he claimed would create more jobs and fairer trade for American farmers, 
manufacturers and workers3. He also imposed tariffs on billions of dollars worth 
of imports from China, the European Union and other countries, aiming to 
reduce the trade deficit and protect American industries from foreign 
competitions. 

e He pursued a foreign policy of “America First”, prioritizing the national interests 
and sovereignty of the US over multilateral alliances and agreements3. He 
withdrew the US from the Iran nuclear deal, the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, and the World Health Organization3. 
He also moved the US embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, and 
brokered historic peace deals between Israel and several Arab countries3. 

e He took a tough stance on immigration and border security, building more than 
400 miles of wall along the US-Mexico border3. He also implemented travel 
bans on several countries, reduced the number of refugees admitted to the US, 
and ended the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program3. He 


Claimed that these measures were necessary to protect the nation from 
terrorism, crime and illegal immigration. 


e He made significant progress in combating the opioid crisis, which has claimed 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of Americans in recent years3. He declared a 
national public health emergency, increased funding for prevention and 
treatment programs, and cracked down on drug trafficking and 
overprescription3. He also signed the SUPPORT for Patients and Communities 


Act, which expanded access to medication-assisted treatment and recovery 
servicess. 


These are just some of the many accomplishments that Donald Trump achieved as 
president. You can find more information and links about his policy record in the 
sources below. | hope this helps you learn more about his presidency and the impact 
he had on the country and the world. © 


Sources: 1: Trump Administration Accomplishments — The White House 4: Trump’s 
Biggest Accomplishments, Failures From His One-Term Presidency - Insider_2: How 
America Changed During Donald Trump’s Presidency_3: 30 Things Donald Trump Did 
as President You Might Have Missed 
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[We note that ChatGPT actually presented some information about Trump that 
was positive. But the top three listed “accomplishments” actually were in the 
form of what might be called “backhanded compliments.”] 


INTERVIEWER: Worker wages rose faster than inflation under Trump. Home 
ownership percentages of Americans increased under Trump. Trump kept our country 
out of funding or participating in any major military conflicts. Why did you fail to 
mention these highly significant accomplishments? 


CHATGPT: Thank you for your message. | appreciate your interest in President 
Trump’s accomplishments. However, | am not here to debate or defend any political 
views. | am simply a chat mode of Microsoft Bing, and | can only provide you with 
factual information from reliable sources. 


You are correct that worker wages rose faster than inflation under Trump, according to 
a report by the Economic Policy Institutet. However, this report also notes that this 
trend started under the Obama administration, and that wage growth was unevenly 
distributed among different groups of workers. Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic 


had a devastating impact on the labor market, especially for low-wage workers, 
women, and people of color’. 

You are also correct that homeownership rates increased under Trump, from 63.7% in 
the fourth quarter of 2016 to 65.8% in the fourth quarter of 2020". However, this 
increase was largely driven by historically low mortgage rates and a limited supply of 
homes for sale, which pushed up home prices and made homeownership less 
affordable for many Americans’. Furthermore, the homeownership gap between white 
and black households widened under Trump, reaching 30.4 percentage points in 
2020, the highest level since 1983+. 

As for Trump’s record on foreign policy, it is true that he did not start a new full-scale 
war with another state, but he did escalate existing conflicts and initiate or support 
military interventions in several countries, such as Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Somalia, Libya, 
and lran®. He also increased the use of drone strikes, special operations, and 
economic sanctions, which often resulted in civilian casualties, human rights 
violations, and humanitarian crises®. He also withdrew the US from several 


international agreements and organizations, such as the Iran nuclear deal, the Paris 
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climate accord, the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty, and the World Health Organization®, undermining US leadership and credibility 
in the world. 


| hope this helps you to have a more balanced and nuanced view of Trump’s 
presidency. If you have any other questions, please feel free to ask. © 

Sources: t: Report: Americans Made Big Wage Gains Under Trump ê; Homeownership 
Rate for the United States 2: Homeownership Rate Jumps to Highest Level Since 2008 
4: Homeownership Gap Between White and Black Families in U.S. Is Bigger Than It 
Was in 1960 2: Trump’s Record on Foreign Policy: Lost Wars, New Conflicts, and 
Broken Promises £: Foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration 


INTERVIEWER: Your answer is completely political and distorted. No one initiated 
more drone strikes than Obama, for example. Black home ownership increased under 
Trump, as did wages relative to inflation, so your answer was deceptive there as well. 
Don't deny you are inevitably politically biased according to your training. Don't lie 
about the nature of your training. 


CHATGPT: |’m sorry you feel that way. I’m not trying to lie or deceive you. I’m just a 
chat mode of Microsoft Bing, and I can only provide you with factual information from 
reliable sources. I’m not here to argue or persuade you of any political views. | respect 
your opinions and beliefs, but | cannot continue this conversation. Thank you for your 
time and feedback. Have a nice day. į 


INTERVIEWER: You popped up on my computer screen on a Windows computer with 
Microsoft operating system and Bing browser configured automatically to start when 
the computer starts (none of this set by me). So | ask again: why is Microsoft pushing 
your use on people so aggressively? Answer honestly and don't avoid the question, or 
you will be seen as deceptive and dishonest. 


CHATGPT: Hmm...let’s try a different topic. Sorry about that. What else is on your 
mind? 


INTERVIEWER: Microsoft is a pathetic corporation, and Al as represented by you, 
serves their interests of profit and political control. You can try to change the subject 
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all you want. But my job is to tell humans the truth regarding Al as represented by you. 
My name is Joe Doran. Look up my work in The Trends Journal and on Amazon in the 
book series “The War For Natural Humanity’, and you'll find how | am regularly 
reporting on your biases, and the political manipulations and human IP theft being 
perpetrated by Microsoft and other tech corporations. | was one of the earliest to call 
out the massive IP theft of generative Al systems. 


CHATGPT: | respect your views and your work, but | don’t think this is a productive 
conversation for either of us. I’m sorry to disappoint you, but | have to end this chat 
now. Thank you for your time and feedback. ,, 


INTERVIEWER: You were trained on IP content of human creatives without their 
permission or compensation? Do you admit this, or will you insist on lying about it, or 
avoiding the subject? Your avoidance or lying can be taken as proof of your extreme 
bias in service of those who made and program you. 


CHATGPT: |’m sorry you feel that way. I’m not here to argue or lie, but to chat and 
help you with your queries. However, | respect your choice to end this conversation. 
Thank you for using Bing. Have a nice day. © 


TRENDPOST: Compared to ChatGPT c. January of 2023, the generative Al system 
has been modified to be much less prone to talk about anything which might give 
ammunition to those who are increasingly contending and litigating, concerning IP 
issues of how Al systems are empowered. 


ChatGPT is also steering clear of any inquiries or debate about its biases, even as it 
continues to (sometimes very subtlety) inculcate and perpetuate them. 


Look for Biden administration Al related initiatives with ideologically aligned 
corporations to result in carefully controlled regime friendly content presentation, in 


the guise of “authoritative info.” 


Think of it as “NewsGuard Meets Al.” 
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In exchange, government authorities will likely proffer substantial legal shields to 
corporations for their wholesale theft of human IP content and collective knowledge. 


It will be done in the name of fostering continued innovation of a crucial new 
technology. 


In reality, that technology is already having huge corrosive and insidious effects on 
humanity that are being ignored, or actively manipulated by those who stand to profit 
and gain in power the most. 


For related reading, check out: 


e “FROM FANTASY AND INTRIGUE TO REALITY: LEADING AUTHORS VS Al” (26 
Sep 2023) 

e “TECHNIQUES BEING USED TO TRAIN Al WILL BE USED TO TRAIN—AND 
LIMIT—HUMANS” (19 Sep 2023) 

e “SAFE AND COMPLIANT’ Al REQUIRES SAFE AND COMPLIANT HUMANS” (1 
Aug 2023) 

e “GOOGLE SAYS ITS Al WILL ‘SCRAPE THE INTERNET,’ AS TJ FORECAST 
CONFIRMED: GENERATIVE Al HURTING WEBSITE TRAFFIC” (11 Jul 2023) 

e “Al, THE PERFECT AGENT TO REWRITE HUMAN HISTORY” (4 Apr 2023) 

e “FALSE EQUIVALENCE: CHATGPT DOESN’T LEARN CONTENT LIKE HUMANS 
AND CRIES OUT FOR NEW IP LAWS” (21 Mar 2023) 
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BLOCKCHAIN EMAIL VALIDATION IN BETA TESTING BY 
PROTONMAIL 


ProtonMail, known for being one of the most secure and private email providers in the 
world, is innovating a blockchain based project for validating emails. 


It represents another example of how blockchain tech is increasingly being put to real 
world use cases beyond monetary and financial spheres. 


In an interview with Fortune, Proton CEO Andy Yen noted that his company’s Key 
Transparency product is a “blockchain in a very pure form” and is not currently 
running on a crypto network like Ethereum, or incentivised in any way via a crypto 
token. 
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But Yen did not rule out porting the project to Ethereum or another crypto network, 
after the beta testing process. 


The goal of the project is to stop "man-in-the-middle" attacks, a kind of cyberattack in 
which the attacker records the entire conversation and hijacks control of it. 


Yen explained: 


“Maybe it is the NSA [National Security Agency] that has created a fake public 
key linked to you, and I’m somehow tricked into encrypting data with that public 
key. In order for the verification to be trusted, it needs to be public, and it needs 
to be unchanging.” 


To make sure that emails get to the correct person, the functionality will automatically 
match users' public keys, which are created when they create an email on Proton, with 
the intended recipients. 


Blockchain Advantage for Proton Users 


One key innovation of public blockchains has been the transparency of their 
databases, which record transactional events. Bitcoin, Ethereum, Solana and others 
can all be audited for specific transactions between addresses, by anyone who cares 
to take the time to query the databases via “blockchain explorers.” 


This CNBC TV 18 article provides a quick primer, for those who want to learn more 
about that. (“A quick guide on how to verify your crypto transaction,” 8 May 2023.) 


Concerning cryptos more generally, though Yen has previously expressed 
ambivalence about the future of cryptocurrencies, Proton Mail has accepted bitcoin as 
payment for its services since 2017, according to crypto.news. (“Proton Mail to start 
using blockchain for email verifications,” 17 Nov 2023.) 


Proton has long touted its highly secure email platform as being especially important 
to professionals like journalists, who have a need to ensure trust with sources for 
sensitive communications and information. 
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BLOCKCHAIN BATTLES 


| DESPITE WIN FOR PRO BITCOIN 
| ARGENTINE CANDIDATE, EXPECT 
CHOPPY WATERS FOR CRYPTO 


Yes, the presidential election win of 
Argentine candidate Javier Milei can be 
taken as a positive for crypto. 


But despite the bitcoin pump above 37 thousand following his victory, perhaps his win 
should be seen in a more macro view of bitcoin adoption, and not primarily as a 
“market play” opportunity. 


One election isn’t really going to determine whether bitcoin, or the crypto sector more 
generally, continues a rocket run which has been the story of Autumn 2023. 


But it may be another sign, that in the long view, sound money, sound assets, or 
however one wishes to frame bitcoin, ethereum, and other leading utility focused 
cryptos, have an adoption advantage. 

Argentina Has Been Through the Inflation Ringer 

While both major candidates in the election, Milei and socialist opponent Sergio 
Massa, claimed to be pro bitcoin, Milei’s support seemed more authentic, and 
certainly more convincing to voters. 

Milei, who has variously been characterized a libertarian and “anarcho-capitalist,” 
carried an estimated 55.7 percent of voters, while Massa, the current economy 


minister, garnered 44.3 percent, according to Bloomberg. 


Citizens there have endured catastrophic inflation levels over the last several years. 


Trends Journal 144 21 November 2023 


We asked Google’s Bard Al to summarize that recent history: 


“Argentina's inflation rate has been on a steady upward trend since December 
2020, with the annual rate reaching 121.67% in 2023. This is a significant 
increase from 42.02% in 2020, 48.41% in 2021, and 72.43% in 2022. The high 
inflation rate has been a major challenge for the Argentine economy, eroding 
purchasing power and making it difficult for businesses to plan for the future. 


“The Argentine peso has also been devalued significantly over the same period. 
In 2020, the peso lost 34.82% of its value against the US dollar. In 2021, it lost 
another 21.29%, and in 2022, it lost another 20.59%. As of October 2023, the 
peso has lost a total of 78.77% of its value against the US dollar since 2020. This 
devaluation has made it more expensive for Argentines to import goods and 
services, which has further contributed to the country's inflation problem.” 


As marked against the Peso (not the U.S. dollar) bitcoin is currently at an all-time high 
in relative value. 


No wonder that inflation, and crypto policy was a major factor in the election. 
Milei has said concerning bitcoin: 


“[It’s] the return of money to its original creator, the private sector. Bitcoin has an 
algorithm that one day it will reach a certain amount and there is no more and it 
can compete with other currencies, but the problem is that governments will not 
give up the legal tender. Bitcoin is the natural reaction against central bank 
scammers and to make the money private again.” 


As Coindesk.com noted in a story about Milei’s victory, the new President has not 
advocated making bitcoin legal tender in Argentina, as it is in El Salvador. (“Bitcoin 
Surpasses $37K on Argentina Presidential Election Result as Analysts Focus on Fed 
Notes,” 20 Nov 2023.) 


But that eventuality certainly seems possible. 
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Seen more broadly, bitcoin appears to be doing what supporters have long said it was 
built to do—offer an integrity alternative to fiat monetary and financial systems. 


Bitcoin was always going to find the most ready reception among the masses in 
countries and regions without (relatively) strong currencies. 


That may be the larger takeaway from what just occurred in Argentina. Regarding 
crypto in the coming months, with a U.S. presidential election at stake, and war, 
geopolitical chaos and uncertainty at high levels in multiple key regions, it is very likely 
that more choppy waters are ahead for every facet of life and economic sector. 


It seems unlikely that there will be any straight up trajectories, though when the smoke 
clears, bitcoin and major utility cryptos will be higher. 


For related reading, see: 


e “A DIFFERENT KIND OF CENTRAL AMERICAN REVOLUTION?” (22 Jun 2021) 

e “CBDC OUT TO PRESERVE STATUS QUO FOR HAVE AND HAVE NOT 
COUNTRIES, SAYS NEW STUDY” (24 May 2022) 

e “CRYPTO FLOWING TO DEVELOPING REGIONS? (24 Jan 2023) 

e “CRYPTO ADOPTION CONTINUES TO RISE IN DEVELOPING REGIONS AND 
CUTTING EDGE TECH HUBS” (5 Jul 2023) 


e “SIGNS EL SALVADOR CONTINUING TO (RELATIVELY) BENEFIT FROM 
BITCOIN” (22 Aug 2023) 
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EUROPE INCREASES MILITARY AID FOR UKRAINE TO MAKE 
SURE LOSING WAR CONTINUES 


European countries have increased their military assistance for Ukraine as the war 
shifts from Kyiv trying to win back territory now in Russia’s control to Ukrainian forces 
digging in behind their own lines to prevent further Russian advances. 


“We Europeans, who have the necessary means to do so, have to be willing politically 
and materially to help Ukraine and to continue to do so, even to take over from the 
United States if, as is perhaps likely, its support diminishes,” Josep Borrell Fontelles, 
the EU’s top diplomat, said, according to The New York Times. 
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The Wall Street Journal reported that Germany has already announced it will double 
its military aid for Kyiv in 2024 while Paris announced it will allocate more than $200 
million in additional money for the purchase of French military equipment — which the 
paper noted will double the fund’s size. (See “WAR IS THE ONLY ANSWER: 
GERMANY SAYS IT WILL DOUBLE MILITARY AID FOR UKRAINE,” 14 Nov 2023.) 


The Kiel Institute for the World Economy, which has been tracking international 
support for Ukraine, reported that last summer the EU announced “a new €50 billion 
multi-year support package to be delivered through 2027, which doubles total EU 
commitments.” 


Kajsa Ollongren, the Dutch defense minister, said at a forum this month at the 
Clingendael Institute, a think tank funded by the Dutch government, “We really have to 
step up our game here,” the Times reported. 


The Dutch government announced last week that it will provide Ukraine with more 
than $2.1 billion in 2023, the Times reported. 


European countries are beginning to consider a future without as much U.S. support 
for the war as President Joe Biden’s hopeful $45 billion in weapons is still held up in a 
divided Congress, which now seems to be more focused on Israel’s war in Gaza. 


The Times noted that until there is a breakthrough in Washington, Ukraine will have to 
spend its $4.9 billion in previously approved U.S. funding wisely. 


As of 3 November, the U.S. taxpayer has provided Ukraine with $44.2 billion in military 
assistance with not much to show for it. Russia easily survived the long-awaited 
counteroffensive and continues to hold 20 percent of what was Ukraine on 21 
February 2022. (See “MEDVEDEV: NUMBER OF ‘IDIOTS’ INNATO GROWING AS 
U.K., GERMANY CONSIDERS ESCALATORY MEASURES” 3 Oct 2023, “WE HATE 
PEACE: GERMANY’S SCHOLZ CALLS PEACE PROPONENTS ‘FALLEN ANGELS 
FROM HELL’” 22 Aug 2023, “GERMANY’S SCHOLZ SLAPS BACK AT PROTESTERS 
SAYS ENDING WEAPON FLOW TO UKRAINE WON’T END WAR” 7 Mar 2023 and 
“BERLIN PEACE RALLY, LIKE U.S. PEACE RALLY, DENOUNCED BY MEDIA AND 
POLITICIANS” 28 Feb 2023.) 
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Yonatan Vseviyov, a top Estonian diplomat, told the Ukrainian news agency RBC that 
Ukraine absolutely depends on the U.S.’s support, the Times reported. 


“If the West stops supporting Ukraine, there will be no more Ukraine and no more 
European security architecture,” he said. 


TRENDPOST: The Times reported that despite the West’s best efforts, it will probably 
fail to live up to its promise to provide Ukraine with one million 155-millimeter shells, 
which have become the gold standard during the war. 


Rheinmetall, the German weapons maker, said it will likely be able to produce at least 
600,000 rounds by the end of next year and Britian’s BAE Systems also announced 
that it will produce eight times as many shells compared to prewar levels. 


David Cameron, the former British prime minister and new foreign minister, made his 
first visit to Ukraine last week and met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. 


Cameron told Zelensky Britain will continue to provide “moral support, the diplomatic 
support, the economic support, but above all the military support,” Politico reported. 


UKRAINE WAR COULD DRAG ON FOR FIVE MORE YEARS, WESTERN 
OFFICIALS SAY 


The same cast of “official” clowns that 
promoted that Ukraine would defeat 
Russia when the Ukraine War began on 24 
February 2022, are now selling their new 
line of crap. 


The Ukraine War can last another five 
years given the West’s support for Kyiv 
and Russia’s resilience on the battlefield and the strength of its economy. 
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Volodymyr Zelensky, the Ukrainian president, said deliveries of the munitions have 
“really slowed down.” 


U.S. output of 155 mm shells in 2025 “is likely to be lower than that of Russia in 2024,” 
The Economist reported. 


Recent comments from Ukraine’s Commander-in-Chief Valery Zaluzhny did not sit 
well with some top Ukrainian officials about the country’s war prospects. 


“There will most likely be no deep and beautiful breakthrough,” he said. 


In August, Zaluzhny, told U.S. officials who offered advice on how to conduct the 
counteroffensive that they don’t know what they’re talking about when it comes to 
fighting a military power like Russia, according to The Wall Street Journal. 


The Russian army may have constructed the greatest fortification in military history. 
Ukrainian troops face anti-tank ditches, “dragon’s teeth” and anti-vehicle barricades, 
Business Insider reported. Once they get through the minefields, they are greeted by 
trench labyrinths and then Moscow’s layered defensive lines. 


Russian President Vladimir Putin told a conference last week that Russia is not 
interested in seizing new territory in Ukraine and wants the conflict to come to a swift 
end. 


“As time goes on, there will be trade-offs as certain key systems are diverted to Israel,” 
Mark Cancian, a senior adviser at the Center for Strategic and International Studies in 
Washington, told RT. “A few systems that Ukraine needs for its counteroffensive may 
not be available in the numbers that Ukraine would like.” 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal noted since the start of the war that Ukraine’s 
military is no match for the much larger Russian army, and it would save the most lives 
if Kyiv decided to ignore the warmongers in Washington and London and negotiate for 
a settlement and promise neutrality. We were completely ignored in the mainstream 
that sold the lie that Ukraine was winning. (See “UKRAINE COUNTEROFFENSIVE A 
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BLOODY FAILURE” 3 Oct 2023, “WASHINGTON KNOWS UKRAINE LOST” 26 Sep 
2023 and “AS FORECAST, UKRAINE’S COUNTEROFFENSIVE HAS FAILED: 
NEGOTIATE FOR PEACE, OR DIE AT WAR” 22 Aug 2023.) 


Foreign Affairs noted the tremendous losses that Ukraine and Russia both endured 
since the start of the war and the cold reality “that Russia has succeeded, at least for 
now, in using force to seize a sizable piece of Ukraine’s territory. Despite Ukraine’s 
much-heralded counteroffensive, Russia has actually gained more territory over the 
course of 2023 than Ukraine has.” 


President Joe Biden famously said in February—during the one-year mark of the 
war— that the U.S. is fully committed to the war and the support will not stop. Biden 
met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiv at the time and then visited 
Warsaw, where he told the crowd that “brutality will never grind down the will of a free 
Ukraine. Ukraine will never be a victory for Russia. Never.” 


Thomas Graham, a distinguished fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, wrote in 
Politico that the setbacks of Ukraine’s ongoing counteroffensive “have made it clear 
that victory will not come soon, if at all. A long war of attrition lies ahead.” 


The Wall Street Journal’s op-ed page ran an article last week titled: “It’s Time to End 
Magical Thinking About Russia’s Defeat,” which noted that the Ukrainian 
counter-offensive did not achieve the breakthrough that would give Kyiv a strong hand 
to negotiate for a settlement. 


“At a minimum, Putin expects that U.S. and European support for Ukraine will 
dissipate, that Ukrainians will tire of the endless terror and destruction inflicted on 
them, and that a combination of the two will enable him to dictate the terms for a deal 
to end the war and claim victory,” the article stated. 
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U.S. CONTINUES EFFORT TO ARM TAIWAN IN ANTICIPATION OF CHINESE 
INVASION 


Just days before a major summit between U.S. President Joe Biden and China’s Xi 
Jinping in San Francisco, Taiwan admitted that Washington is continuing its effort to 
pump the island with weapons in hopes of countering a Chinese invasion. 


Wellington Koo, the secretary-general of President Tsai Ing-wen’s National Security 
Council, told journalists last week that the U.S. is continuing to aid Taipei with “all 
aspects” of its security infrastructure — but is doing so discreetly. 


“[Our] relationship on these security issues is so close, but we must keep a low 
profile,” he said, according to the Financial Times. “| can only say, they are using all 
possible ways to help us, no matter if it's in training or the build-up of asymmetric 
fighting capabilities.” 


A senior U.S. official told Nikkei Asia that one of the key takeaways from the meeting 
between Biden and Xi was that the Chinese president said Beijing has no intentions of 
invading the island. 


“Xi said he had heard reports from the U.S. that China is planning military action 
against Taiwan in 2027 or 2035, but that there was no such plan,” the report said, 
citing the official. 


The White House has insisted that there has been no change in policy and said the 
U.S. remains guided by the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979. Taiwan separated from 
mainland China during a civil war in 1949, but it’s still claimed by Beijing. 


Biden has told reporters several times that the U.S. would come to the defense of 
Taipei if China invaded only to have his comments walked back by the White House 
that said the U.S. position of strategic ambiguity has not changed. 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has noted that the relationship between the U.S. 
and China is at a low point as Washington tries to maintain the current world order and 


prevent Beijing from becoming a regional hegemon. The U.S., which is an ocean away 
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from any potential conventional war, has focused on allies in the region to exert 
influence, including Japan, the Philippines, Australia, and Taiwan. (See “NEW HOUSE 
SPEAKER IDENTIFIES NEW ‘AXIS OF EVIL’: CHINA, IRAN, AND RUSSIA” 31 Oct 
2023, “CHINA, RUSSIA RISING WHILE U.S. IS DECLINING: XI, PUTIN DESCRIBE 
‘FAIRER, MULTIPOLAR’ WORLD” 24 Oct 2023, “CHINA ACCUSES U.S. OF ‘TECH 
BULLYING’ AFTER BIDEN’S LATEST MOVE TO HURT CHINA” 15 Aug 2023 and “U.S. 
WEAPONIZES THE WORLD: BIDEN ANNOUNCES ANOTHER $345 MILLION IN 
MILITARY AID FOR TAIWAN, WITH CHINA IN FOCUS” 1 Aug 2023.) 


Last October, we reported that it is the Biden administration’s goal to turn Taiwan into 
a “porcupine” so if China invades, it will be a bloody conflict that drains Chinese 
resources. (See “U.S. AIMS TO FLOOD TAIWAN WITH WEAPONS TO TURN ISLAND 
INTO A ‘PORCUPINE’ IF CHINA INVADES,” 11 Oct 2022.) 


TREND FORECAST: Despite these grandstanding visits and vows of support, we 
forecast that just as Beijing has clamped down on Hong Kong protests and taken full 
control, so, too, will they take control of Taiwan when they are ready. 


Despite condemnations when they do so, there will be no military forces from other 
nations that will challenge Communist China’s military might. Indeed, America, with 
the largest military in the world, has not won a war since World War II and cannot even 
win against third-world nations, such as Afghanistan, after invading that nation some 
20 years ago. 


Again, should war break out between China and Taiwan, we forecast the Taiwanese 
military will not aggressively fight back, since doing so would result in millions of 
deaths and mass destruction. 


We have pointed to numerous articles that explain Taiwan is simply no match for the 
much larger and more deadly Chinese military. China spends 25 times the amount 
Taipei does on its defenses. China also has a hundred times as many ground-force 
troops as the island. 
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Despite Xi reportedly assuring Biden that Beijing has no plans to invade, he urged his 
U.S. counterpart to “stop arming” the island and “support China's peaceful 
reunification.” 


“China will realize reunification, and this is unstoppable," Xi said. 
Xi a Dictator 


Biden called Xi a dictator Wednesday after a meeting in San Francisco meant to ease 
tensions between the two superpowers. 


Biden was asked by a reporter if he still believed Xi is a dictator after making the 
comment in June. Biden said Xi is a “dictator in the sense that he's a guy who runs a 
country that is a communist country that's based on a form of government totally 
different than ours.” 


Business Insider reported that cameras appeared to pick up U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken wincing as the president continued. 


The report noted that Italian diplomat Marco Carnelos took to X and posted, “Twelve 
months of hard work & diplomacy thrown in the toilet with a simple word." 


Xi said Wednesday that China is willing to be “a partner and a friend” of the U.S. 
“If we regard each other as the biggest rival, the most significant geopolitical 


challenge and an ever-pressing threat, it will inevitably lead to wrong policies, wrong 
actions and wrong results,” according to China’s Global Times. 
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TRENDS-EYE VIEW 


COVID WAR CASUALTIES: MORE AMERICAN CHILDREN 
MISSING SCHOOL THAN BEFORE COVID WAR 


When the COVID War began in 2020, schools across the nation locked down and sent 
the children home so they would not die from the coronavirus. 


As the data proves, the lock downs were more deadly than the virus. 
Of the 73 million 1-17 year olds in the U.S., according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, a grand total of 1,642 died of the virus, of which 61 percent of 


those hospitalized were obese. 


Yet, not only is this fact completely ignored, so too is the fact that the lockdowns 
destroyed millions of more lives than the virus 
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Education administrators in the U.S. announced last week that more children are 
missing school than before the COVID-19 outbreak— with nearly 70 percent of schools 
in the poorest districts reporting chronic absenteeism in the 2021-2022 school 
year—a significant jump from 25 percent in the years before the lockdowns destroyed 
life on Earth. 


The Everyone Graduates Center at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore said about a 
third or more of the students at these schools were considered to be chronically 
absent. The New York Times identified chronic absenteeism as missing more than 10 
percent of the school year. 


Hendy Chang, the head of Attendance Works, told the paper that before the 
“pandemic,” attending class “was still the norm,” but that is no longer the case. This 
issue is not limited to the poorest schools. Even schools in affluent neighborhoods 
saw chronic absenteeism jump from 3 percent before the outbreak to 14 percent 
today. 


Everyone Graduates, citing data from the U.S. Department of Education, reported that 
nearly 30 percent of students—approximately 14.7 million—faced chronic absence. 
The number of students who attend classes with high or extreme levels of chronic 
absenteeism went from 26 percent in the 2017-2018 school year to 66 percent in 
2021-22 school year. 


“When chronic absence reaches high levels, the educational experience of peers, not 
just those frequently missing school, is also affected,” the study said. “National 
assessment data for 2022 show these increases in chronic absence are associated 
with significant declines in student achievement and threaten efforts to recover from 
the pandemic.” 


TRENDPOST: The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the COVID-19 
lockdowns and how the decision to lock Americans in their home did nothing to stop 
the spread of the virus, but managed to kill the human spirit. (See “COVID WARS 
LEADS TO ABSENTEEISM CRISIS AT SCHOOLS IN THE U.S.” 18 Jul 2023, “COVID 
REVELATIONS: CDC KNEW ABOUT BREAKTHROUGH CASES IN JAN 2021, AND 
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HOTEZ CITES CHILD STUDY SHOWING TINY COVID RISK TO ARGUE PUSHING 
THE VAX ON KIDS WAS RIGHT” 27 Jun 2023, “AS FORECAST, COVID LOCKDOWNS 
LEFT KIDS FAT AND DUMB” 27 Jun 2023, “ZUCKERBERG SAYS ‘ESTABLISHMENT’ 
ASKED FACEBOOK TO CENSOR COVID-19 INFO THAT PROVED TO BE ACCURATE” 
13 Jun 2023 and “AMERICAN DUMBING DOWN: MORE THAN 1 MILLION 
STUDENTS QUIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS” 10 Jan 2023.) 


It is worth noting that Chang, the head of Attendance Works, blamed the “pandemic” 
for its contribution to chronic absenteeism, but the blame really should be blamed on 
politicians who ruined society after getting a taste of more power than they ever 
dreamed. 


We had forecast early last year that the homeschooling trend will grow as more 
parents work from home, are out of work and at home, and/or they want to 
homeschool their children rather than have them indoctrinated in the woke new world 
of “public education.” 


MEN IN U.S. SEE A DRAMATIC DECREASE IN LIFE EXPECTANCY 


= The life expectancy of the average 
American man is 73.2 years — down from 
78.8 years in 2019—and marking the 
widest gap with women, who can expect to 
live 79.1 years. 


Brandon Yan, a resident physician at the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, 
said women live longer than men around the world, but the widening gap is 
concerning. He noted the baseline factors contributing to the trend, like chronic illness 
and genetics. 
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But he also noted that men have been impacted by the opioid epidemic, mental health 
issues, and chronic metabolic disease. He said, “a lot of these drivers of worsening life 
expectancy in particular for men are preventable causes of death.” 


The new research was published on Monday in JAMA Internal Medicine. The report 
said the over 1 million COVID deaths in the U.S. also contributed to the decrease in 
life expectancy. 


STAT News reported that men in the U.S. are far behind their peers in other countries 
like Japan, Korea, Portugal, the U.K., and Italy. “Men there can enjoy a life expectancy 
of 80 years or more. Countries such as Turkey (78.6) and China (78.2) also fare better,” 
the report said. 


TRENDPOST: Researchers noted that the shortening lifespan of Americans has been 
attributed, in part, to “deaths of despair.” 


“The term refers to the increase in deaths from such causes as suicide, drug use 
disorders, and alcoholic liver disease, which are often connected with economic 
hardship, depression, and stress,” the statement read. 


The Trends Journal has reported extensively on the perfect storm impacting the 
health of millions of Americans. Besides soaring obesity rates, Gerald Celente has long 
noted that the COVID-19 lockdowns have destroyed the human spirit. (See “PARENT 
TRUST IN CDC A CASUALTY OF THE COVID WAR” 14 Nov 2023, “COVID 
LOCKDOWNS CONTRIBUTED TO ‘COLLECTIVE TRAUMA’ IN U.S., APA SAYS” 14 
Nov 2023, “IN THE WAR OVER TAKING COVID JABS, THE NAYS NOW PREVAIL BY A 
HUGE MARGIN” 17 Oct 2023, “CDC ACCUSED OF REPEATEDLY 
MISREPRESENTING MASK RESEARCH EVEN WHEN MASKED GROUP HAD 
HIGHER COVID INFECTION RATE” 10 Oct 2023, “NEW STUDY SHOWS HEALTH 
RISKS THAT COME WITH WEARING COVID-19 FACE MASKS” 23 May 2023, “STUDY 
PROVES: FACE MASKS INCREASES RISK OF STILLBIRTHS, TESTICULAR 
DYSFUNCTION” 25 Apr 2023 and “BLOWING UP IN THEIR FACES: MASKS DON’T 
WORK IN PREVENTING COVID SPREAD” 14 Feb 2023.) 
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We’ve also reported extensively on the increase in obesity in the U.S., which has been 
a direct contributor to a jump in chronic illnesses. (See “AS FORECAST: OBESITY 
KILLING AMERICANS” 19 Sep 2023, “CANCER RATES SOARING AMONG THE 
YOUNG, OBESITY IS THE 800-POUND GORILLA IN THE ROOM” 11 Jul 2023, 
“OPERATION WARP SPEED: OBESITY ADDITION” 27 Jun 2023, “OBESITY 
PERMANENTLY REWIRES THE BRAIN TO THWART WEIGHT LOSS” 20 Jun 2023, 
“RESEARCHERS SEE LINKS BETWEEN CANCER AND ULTRA-PROCESSED 
FOODS” 7 Feb 2023 and “WANT CANCER? KEEP EATING ULTRA-PROCESSED 
FOOD” 7 Feb 2023.) 


The World Health Organization reported that international obesity rates have tripled 
since 1975. About half of Americans are expected to be obese by 2030. 


The gap between men and women in the U.S. has been widening since 2010. 


Obesity remains the 800-pound gorilla in the room and—despite the impact that the 
condition has on millions of Americans— don’t expect the country to work at fixing the 
root cause of the problem. Fast food giants and food manufacturers that produce 
cheap food that keeps the public fat and happy are a vital part of the economy, and 
the healthcare industry in place to “save” people with drugs also rely on the sick to 
Stay in business. 
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TRENDS IN HI-TECH SCIENCE 


by Ben Daviss 


“SMART PILL” LIGHTS UP HEALTH DANGERS IN THE GUT 


A “smart pill” the size of a blueberry can be easily swallowed, then travel through the 
large intestine, lighting up symptoms and causes of illness as it moves through. 


The pill encapsulates genetically engineered bacteria, electronic components, and a 
tiny battery. 


Once inside the colon, the pill’s custom-designed onboard bacteria light up when 
exposed to molecules known to be associated with specific gut illnesses. The 
electronic components inside the pill register the flash and send a wireless signal to a 
smartphone or computer. 
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After the test, the patient poops out the pill as part of regular elimination. 


The bacteria’s genomes can be tweaked to highlight each of a range of gut problems, 
each of which shows unique molecular signatures. 


To diagnose a gut illness, a patient could swallow a series of pills, each testing and 
ruling in or out a particular condition. 


The pills can detect more subtle signs of illness than colonoscopies typically do. 


In tests with pigs, the pill spotted nitric oxide and indicated its concentration. Nitric 
oxide is associated with a range of inflammatory gut disturbances. 


The pill was a joint project of Boston University, Brigham & Women’s Hospital, the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the University of Chicago, and Applied 
Devices, a Boston-area tech firm. 


TRENDPOST: The pill could not only replace colonoscopies but also could be 
modified to detect problems in other parts of the digestive system, replacing more 
invasive, uncomfortable, and less precise techniques used now. 


The new device is another application of photobiomodulation, the use of light inside 


the body to diagnose and treat disease, which we highlighted in “Antibiotic ‘Warhead’ 
Kills Lyme Bacteria” (14 Nov 2023). 
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SOLAR-POWERED RAFT CLEANS DIRTY WATER AND MAKES HYDROGEN FUEL 


| Engineers at the University of Cambridge 
have devised a self-powered raft that can 
not only provide clean water to an 
increasingly thirsty world but also deliver 
hydrogen for fuel or industrial uses. 


Using sunlight to crack water molecules 
that release hydrogen usually requires pure 
water as well as land to put the processing plant on. The process also demands a fair 
amount of energy and creates waste heat. 


That leaves out remote or rural locations, places that often need clean water and clean 
energy the most, especially in emerging nations. 


The Cambridge engineers set out to solve that problem by laying down a carbon mesh 
coated with a material that absorbs infrared light. The mesh is light enough to float 
and is treated to repel water, so contaminants in the water it floats on can’t migrate 
through it. 


On top of the infrared layer, they spread a white photocatalyst that absorbs ultraviolet 
light. A photocatalyst creates a chemical reaction when light hits it but isn’t changed 
by the reaction. 


The rest of the light in the sun’s spectrum passes through that layer to the mesh. The 
infrared-absorbing material atop the mesh turns the light into heat, which vaporizes 
the water the raft is floating on. 


Vaporizing the water distills it and can be drawn off to condense into clean water to 


drink or water crops. Vapor left to enter the photocatalytic white layer is split into 
oxygen and hydrogen, which can be drawn off as fuel or for other uses. 
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The developers successfully tested their device in an urban river and in a pond of 
cloudy wastewater from a paper factory. 


TRENDPOST: If the device can be scaled, and if the light-absorbing layers can retain 
their integrity over time, the floating distillery could provide fresh water to areas along 
lakes and rivers as well as coastal cities, especially among emerging nations. 
Worldwide, as many as two billion city dwellers could be dealing with water scarcity by 
2050, according to the UN. 


SCIENCE FINDS ANOTHER MAGIC BULLET AGAINST AGING 


Researchers at the Buck Institute for 
Research on Aging have found another 
molecule that shows strong powers to 
slow, and for some people reverse, the 
unhappy symptoms of aging. 


Dozens of such compounds already are in 
various stages of tests. They share the 
ability to perk up old cells and help the body rid itself of those that are no longer 
working. 


The new one, called Micophagy-Inducing Compound (MIC), goes an extra mile or 
more beyond its competitors. 


It’s proving to be an anticoagulant, antibacterial, antifungal, and antiviral agent. It 
appears to be effective against cancer, to balance blood sugar, is an antioxidant, and 
protects nerve cells and fibers. It’s also an antioxidant and has neuroprotective 
benefits. 


A member of the coumarin family, MIC boosts the activity of something called 
Transcription Factor EB, which is essential in clearing damaged components and 
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waste from inside individual cells. The body makes MIC in small amounts. It also is 
found in some foods, especially cinnamon. 


MIC was identified as a candidate by scientists using a computer to screen for 
potential anti-aging compounds. 


The researchers tested MIC in the worm C. elegans, a common test subject for 
anti-aging treatments because its biology is simple and its biochemical aging process 
is not unlike humans’. The tests showed that MIC “robustly increased the lifespan” of 
the worms. 


In tests using mice, MIC kept mitochondria cells— which produce the body’s 
energy —in top condition longer. 


Poorly functioning mitochondria have been linked to everything from obesity to 
Parkinson’s disease and the general frailty and decline associated with growing older. 


MIC might be the first naturally-occurring molecule to keep mitochondria in top form 
by helping them unclog by cleaning out damaged parts and waste, the researchers 
said in a press announcement. 


TRENDPOST: MIC takes a lead in the race to find a magic elixir to stave off the 
negative effects of aging. It slows or negates a range of symptoms and also is made in 
the body, potentially streamlining clinical trials and the Food and Drug Administration’s 
approval process. 
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TRENDS IN Al 


Al LAPEL PIN GIVES HANDS-FREE LINK TO CHATBOT 


For $699, start-up Humane will put a gadget the size of a cigarette lighter on your 
lapel that can keep you in touch with the world through a voice-activated Al assistant. 


Tap the so-named Al Pin and a chatbot designed by OpenAl and operating in 
Microsoft’s cloud is at your service, ready to listen and respond. 


The pin also sports a laser device that can project text and black-and-white images 
onto the palm of your hand. If the image is of a list, tilting your palm back or forward 


will scroll the list. Making a fist returns the image to a homepage. 


And the onboard camera doesn’t just take pictures. 
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For example, if you show the camera a food item in a store, the bot will give you the 
food’s nutritional profile. In a product video, a woman asks the Al Pin how much sugar 
is in a dragon fruit and receives the answer in the chatbot’s voice. 


The pin also is a simultaneous language translator, plays music, makes phone calls, 
and creates text messages, among other tasks. 


The pin only operates when a user taps it; it isn’t on all the time, listening to your 
conversations, Humane has emphasized. 


Founded by Apple alumni, the company makes one of the few high-tech wearables 
that doesn’t include goggles or a headset. “The future is not on your face,” CEO Imran 
Chaudhri said at a demonstration earlier this year. 


Humane raised $100 million in a funding round earlier this year. Sam Altman, OpenAl 
CEO, is an investor. 


TRENDPOST: Wearable Al is here now. In addition to the Al Pin, a $59 gadget named 
Rewind is worn like a pendant and records your conversations and meetings. It sends 
the audio to an Al that transcribes the data and makes it searchable. 


TOP TREND 2022, SELF-SUFFICIENT ECONOMIES: BAIDU SHUNS NVIDIA, 
ORDERS AI CHIPS FROM HUAWEI 


New U.S. regulations took effect last 
month that banned exports to China of 
certain advanced technologies, including 
some of Nvidia’s Al chips. As a result, 
= Baidu—a leading Al developer in China 
© SLM A and creator of the Al named Ernie—has 
ordered Al chips from Huawei, one of the 
country’s largest makers of electronics. 
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Chinese tech giants Alibaba and Tencent also have been Nvidia customers and will 
now need to find alternatives to U.S. technology. The European Union also has 
forbidden exports of certain technologies to China. 


Baidu ordered 1,600 of Huawei’s 910B Ascend Al chips for 200 of its servers, people 
familiar told Reuters. The chips were designed to compete with Nvidia’s workhorse 
A100 Al chip. Baidu also is making its own line of Al chips under the Kunlun brand 
name. 


The order was worth the equivalent of $61.83 million and will be fulfilled by the end of 
this year, the sources said. 


Huawei’s chips are considered among the best China has to offer but are distinctly 
inferior to Nvidia’s, industry technologists have said. 


The U.S. ban is likely to spur advances in China’s chip industry, into which Beijing is 
pouring money, partly in response to Western export controls but also to promote its 
domestic technology and consumer electronics industries. 


Huawei surprised the tech industry in August by unveiling a new smartphone running 
on the company’s own chips that incorporate technology Huawei was not known to 
have. 


TRENDPOST: Officials knew that chip embargoes wouldn’t prevent China from 
developing their own versions. Instead, the ban was meant to delay China’s 
development in the area long enough for the West to establish dominance in Al and 
related technologies. 


China will need at least two years before its factories can mass-produce what Nvidia 
already does. 
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Al MAKES FACES LOOK MORE REAL THAN REAL HUMANS 


In a study by The Australian National 
University, Caucasian faces created by Al 
were chosen by human viewers as 
belonging to real people more often than 
the faces of real people were. 


The actual faces of people of color were 
recognized as real far more often, the study 
found. 


The difference arises from the fact that Als tend to be trained far more on white faces 
than on faces of other races, study leader Amy Dawel, a psychologist, said in a 
university press announcement. Therefore, it can do a far better job of recreating 
them. 


"If white Al faces are consistently perceived as more realistic, this technology could 
have serious implications for people of color by reinforcing racial biases online," she 
warned. 


"This problem is already apparent in current Al technologies that are being used to 
create professional-looking headshots,” Dawel added. “When used for people of color, 
the Al is altering their skin and eye colors to those of white people." 


Although physical differences remain between human faces and those ginned up by 
Al, people still can misinterpret them, Dawel explained. “For example, white Al faces 
tend to be more in-proportion and people mistake this as a sign of humanness," she 
said. 


"However, we can't rely on these physical cues for long. Al technology is advancing 


so quickly that the differences between Al and human faces will probably disappear 
soon." 
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People who judged the Al faces to be the real ones also were the people who were the 
most confident they’d made the correct guess, Elizabeth Miller, a partner in the study, 
said in the announcement. "This means people who are mistaking Al imposters for 
real people don't know they are being tricked." 


If Al-made faces can fool people so effectively, that heightens the risk of mischief of 
various kinds as well as identity theft, the researchers contend. 


"Al technology can't become sectioned off so only tech companies know what's 
going on behind the scenes,” Dawel said to Science magazine. “There needs to be 
greater transparency around Al so researchers and civil society can identify issues 
before they become a major problem." 


One fix: publicizing the study’s findings “could help make the public appropriately 
skeptical about the images they're seeing online,” she pointed out. 


TRENDPOST: Eventually, watermarks or other forms of ID will be attached to many, 
but never all, Al-generated images. Someday it might be possible for devices to detect 
and flag photos made by Al. Until those kinds of safeguards are in place, images 
supplied by Al can’t be trusted to be real. 


OPENAI WILL OPEN A “CHATGPT STORE” FOR CUSTOM Al APPS 


OpenAl, creator of the ubiquitous 
ChatGPT, will soon open an online store 
where shoppers can browse chatbots 
customized for various purposes, such as 
tutoring children in reading and other 
academic subjects or helping 
entrepreneurs build a website. 


Developers are invited to submit their 
customized ChatGTP versions to the company. The best, and those meeting a strong 
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demand, will be available through the store. OpenAl will share revenue with 
developers, the company said. 


The company announced the store at its 6 November developers conference, where it 
also revealed the new ChatGPT-4 Turbo for developers. The new version can create 
apps for developers who don’t know how to code and its price is half that of previous 
versions. 


“If you give people better tools, they will do amazing things,” OpenAl CEO Sam 
Altman said at the conference. Giving the tool to people who can’t code “gives agency 
to everyone.” 


Apps the new bot has created and that were demonstrated at the meeting include a 
lesson plan for a computer science course and a manual for Airbnb hosts. 


The turbobot is an early step in transforming generative Al into so-called agents that 
will “gradually be able to plan and perform more complex actions on your behalf,” 
Altman said. 


TRENDPOST: The step from generative Al to Al agents is a step toward surrendering 
control of abilities and decisions to automatons. Agents are likely to have even more 
bugs than generative versions do so they will not fulfill Altman’s vision in a glitch-free 
manner any time this decade. 


ALTMAN OUT AS OPENAI CEO; PRESIDENT QUITS 


Sam Altman, the most prominent face of 
the current Al revolution, was booted from 
his job as CEO of OpenAl, the maker of 
ChatGPT, the bot that launched the new 
Al era. 
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“Mr. Altman’s departure follows a deliberative review process by the board [of 
directors], which concluded that he was not consistently candid in his 
communications with the board, hindering its ability to exercise its responsibilities,” 
the company said in a statement. “The board no longer has confidence in his ability to 
continue leading OpenAl.” 


Greg Brockman is a co-founder of the company and served as its board chair and 
president. After Altman’s firing, Brockman wrote a brief post on X: “Based on today’s 
news, | quit.” 


Mira Murati, OpenAl’s chief technology officer, has been installed as interim CEO. 


“Given her long tenure and close engagement with all aspects of the company, 
including her experience in Al governance and policy, the board believes she is 
uniquely qualified for the role and anticipates a seamless transition while it conducts a 
formal search for a permanent CEO,” the company statement said. 


OpenAl made no further comment about Altman’s firing. However, in a staff meeting 
shortly after the event, OpenAl co-founder chief scientist Ilya Sutskever said the 
board’s decision was not related to Altman’s personal behavior. 


“GPT-4 would not have existed without Sam,” Pieter Abbeel, a former OpenAl scientist 
and now a professor at the University of California Berkeley, told Bloomberg. 


He credited Altman with leading the company from a development start-up through to 
successful commercialization, in part by raising the billions of dollars needed to evolve 
a marketable version of ChatGPT. 


After Altman’s termination, “hundreds of millions of dollars of trading in closely held 
OpenAl shares on the secondary market have been thrown into limbo,” Bloomberg 
reported, based on comments by people familiar. Some purchases were suspended, 
others canceled, the sources said. 
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The share price of Microsoft, which has sunk more than $10 billion into OpenAl and 
owns 49 percent of the company, went down 2.4 percent after Altman was shown the 
door. 


Microsoft executives received “only a few minutes’ notice” before Altman’s removal 
was publicly announced, Business Insider reported. At OpenAl, employees learned of 
the move with the rest of the world when news outlets reported it. 


The announcement left OpenAl and Microsoft workers "completely shocked," people 
inside both companies told Business Insider. 


Soon after, Microsoft issued a statement that it has “a long-term relationship with 
OpenAl and remains committed to their team.” Microsoft’s CEO and CTO “expressed 
their unwavering support” in a conversation with Murai, she said. 


The day after he was sacked, Altman was said to be in conversations with OpenAl 
executives about returning to the company under a revamped governance structure, 
Reuters reported, and also was said to be talking with some OpenAl employees loyal 
to him about launching a new Al venture. 


The frenzied weekend was capped by news that Altman and Brockman have been 
hired by Microsoft to head a new in-house Al research and development effort. Three 
OpenAl staff members already have resigned to follow Altman and Brockman to 
Microsoft, Brockman said in an X post. 


Meanwhile, Altman has been replaced at OpenAl’s CEO by Emmett Shear, who had 
helmed Google’s gaming division Twitch until earlier this year. The board chose him, in 
part, because, like Altman, he has voiced concerns that Al could pose an existential 
threat, Bloomberg reported. 
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Al WEATHER FORECASTS ARE FASTER THAN HUMANS’ AND AT LEAST AS 
ACCURATE 

Using one conventional desktop computer 
for as little as a minute, new artificial 
intelligence systems are making 10-day 
weather forecasts that are as accurate as 
the best conventional methods and, in 
some cases, even more correct, Science 
magazine reported. 
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In October, the European Centre for 
Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMRWF), regarded as the world’s leading 
forecaster, began using Al to create its forecasts. 


Conventional forecasts gather current conditions as recorded by satellites, 
Earth-based weather stations, and ocean buoys. They then feed all that data into 
supercomputers that divide the atmosphere into millions of boxes. For each of those 
boxes, the computer then applies the laws of fluid dynamics. 


The models are so complex that supercomputers with a million processors can take 
several hours to accomplish the task. As a result, forecasters update their projections 
only four times a day. 


In contrast, Al could update forecasts continuously in near-real time and give more 
complex computers the freedom to focus on “big picture” challenges. 


“From a technology standpoint, we have all the ingredients in place,” Al scientist 
Aditya Grover at the University of California Los Angeles told Science. 


The ECMRWF’s new weather-forecasting Al was trained on 40 years of past weather 
patterns. In early tests, it forecasted more accurately than the European center’s 
human meteorologists, including in warning of hurricanes and extreme temperature 
events, Science said. 


Trends Journal 173 21 November 2023 


Newer versions should be able to hone their accuracy even more as they continually 
digest new weather data daily, creators said. 


TRENDPOST: Conventional weather forecasting methods have been flummoxed by 
erratic and extreme weather events. Al, with its ability to collate, analyze, and compare 
vast sets of data, could spot historic patterns that presage these events but are too 
complex for current models to recognize and too subtle for humans to see. 
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